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B.A. Santamaria, Your Most Obedient Servant
Review by Andrew Reeves, Political Activist and Historian
I have to confess that I am still trying to fully understand
both the contradictions and the inexorable logic behind my
earliest impression of federal politics. It is the image of an
uncertain, diffident young Catholic priest, distributing howto-vote cards for the Democratic Labor Party (DLP)
outside the Riversdale Road Congregational Church in the
heart of Melbourne’s protestant bible-belt, on the day of the
1958 Federal Election.
I was ‘helping’ my father hand out how-to-vote cards for
the ALP, a difficult job in Camberwell at the best of times
but more so as my parents were two of the half-dozen
members of the Labor Party in Camberwell who had not
thrown in their lot with the Australian Labor Party (AntiCommunist), later renamed the DLP. I must have been a
committed five-year old, as I also remember wanting to
throw DLP how-to-vote cards in the rubbish bin – whether
I managed that or was finally dissuaded by my father I
cannot exactly recall.
The measured, tempered language of the
correspondence of B.A. Santamaria included in this
volume of selected letters stands at odds with the political
temper of the times and the long-running disputes, personal
as well as political, that beset and finally ruptured the
Australian Labor Party during the mid-fifties.
This volume has already attracted widespread interest
and a measure of critical acclaim, although the tenor of
many of the reviews rehearses well-trodden ground: the
argument about the ultimate failure of many of
Santamaria’s political campaigns; his less-than-benign
influence on the Labor Party; his unfulfilled ambitions to
turn it from British and European models of socialdemocracy to his alternative vision of a catholic, centrist
party – another European political model but one with little
resonance in Australia; and the degree to which the
Industrial Groups, formed under his tutelage in the 1940s,
came to ape and adopt the tactics and strategies of their
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sworn enemies in the Communist Party and the left of the
Labor Party.
All of these issues, and more, are the subject of much of
the correspondence in this volume, although the letters
serve to fill out a picture and provide more precise grain
and detail to the arguments over these issues, rather than
advance any fundamental re-interpretation. What is
immediately obvious, though, is the lopsidedness of the
volume. Correspondence from the 1930s and 1940s are
disposed of in 27 pages: correspondence from the 1950s
occupies 133 pages and that from the 1960s, 115. Patrick
Morgan, the volume’s editor, partially explains this
imbalance in his brief introduction by reference to the
fewer number of letters surviving from earlier years and
problems with attribution or authorship of significant
correspondence. This is, though, only a partial
explanation. The result is a volume where the origins of
many of Santamaria’s political positions and propositions
are obscured – it is a pity that efforts were not made to
provide a more complete record of his earliest years as a
politician, using, perhaps, his still-untapped collection of
working documents that make up the balance of this
remarkable political archive. Two brief examples: this
volume adds nothing to his place within the Australian
campaign of support for General Franco and the
Nationalist cause in the Spanish Civil War, although the
highly-public position that he adopted (not the least his
famous appearance as one of three pro-nationalist speakers
at a 1937 debate on the Civil War at the University of
Melbourne) stamps him as a politician of determination;
with a willingness to adopt uncompromising positions of
support for what may appear to be unfashionable or
minority causes.
Similarly, another of Santamaria’s early ventures into
politics was his editorship of the journal Catholic Worker in
the late 1930s. As late as 1996 he could recall not only its
initial success but could also refer to the first editorial that he
wrote for the paper. Clearly, that editorial survives, hopefully
along with other papers from those years, but none are used
in this volume to round out the picture of Santamaria’s
political development. This is more than a pity, because the
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Catholic Worker long outlived Santamaria’s association with it
(his association ceased in 1941) and those who continued the
paper in time became some of Santamaria’s most trenchant
critics within the Australian Catholic laity. But again, little of
that divergence gets a run in this volume. One group,
however, that does receive a mention as a result of its firm
opposition to Santamaria is the Young Christian Workers
(YCW). Such was the effectiveness of their opposition that
by 1952 Santamaria saw them as a primary threat to his
political strategy. In a private letter to Archbishop Mannix,
he concluded: “I may sum up by saying that my colleagues
have never been afraid of the Communist Party. But they are
more afraid of this organised internal dissension which can
destroy all of our work and which can never be tracked
down and answered.”
Santamaria’s role as the eminence grise behind the
Industrial Groups (the Groupers), and ultimately the
Labor Party split in the mid-fifties, has served to obscure
one of the primary indicators to Santamaria’s political
make-up; his constant and long standing commitment to
international affairs. Many of the right vintage can recall
the constant references to the Vietnam War that were aired
on his regular Sunday television editorial, Point of View, but
the scale and scope of his engagement with international
issues, particularly the future of Asia, is legitimately one of
the strengths of this volume. What is often not well
appreciated is that his engagement was not simply
theoretical, but rather that his primary political vehicle, the
Catholic Social Studies Movement (The “Movement”),
organised not just in Australia but across Asia as well.
Participation in a Pan Pacific Social Action Conference
originally scheduled for 1955 gives an idea of its scope:
representatives were expected from India, Ceylon, Japan,
Indonesia, Malaya and New Zealand, as well as Australia.
(In relation to the Movement’s engagement with Asia and a
number of other issues that have received less attention
than they deserve, the “Commentary” added to this volume
to supplement the letters is very useful.)
But as for so many others in Australian politics, the war
in Vietnam crystallised his view of Asia. Well before fullscale American intervention turned it into a television war,
Santamaria was an avid follower of events there. His frame
of reference extended far beyond the immediate issues of
war: correspondence from 1958 refers in chiliastic terms to
the anxious struggle of those committed to “build on the
foundations of Christian civilisation in Vietnam.”
But such a frame of reference hardly stood him in good
stead. Despite his attempts to draw a parallel between the
course of political events in Vietnam and the Philippines,
the analogy was unsuccessful. And the causes of failure
were not hard to discern: in fact many of them are there in
this correspondence. Santamaria’s eulogistic references to
the addled Vietnamese President Diem: comparing him to
Pilipino President Magsaysay – “In Vietnam, you have the
great good fortune to have a man of equal stamp in
President Diem”, only serves to emphasise the way in
which he repeatedly ignored the concerns of his
Vietnamese correspondence that a “Mandarin mentality”
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compromised the efforts of the Diem regime and spelt
danger to the Movement’s efforts in Vietnam.
The contradictions of his position are exposed in
correspondence with Vietnamese associates as late as 1967
as the political position continued to deteriorate. Brushing
aside concerns expressed about the rigging of results for
the recent national elections he wrote: “all public criticism
of the Vietnamese elections have to be considered in the
light not so much of their accuracy but of the use which
will be made of them.” (Original emphasis.)
It was not that he condoned corruption, but was now
caught in a vice: the prospects for his vision of Christian
civilisation in Asia were endangered and acknowledging
the legitimacy of such concerns would only lend succour to
its enemies. Let no-one think that he was not a harsh realist
as a politician.
This book provides a wealth of new detail about the
consequences of the 1955 split in the ALP. It remains a
seminal moment for the Labor Party, emphasising the lost
opportunities of 23 years spent in the federal political
wilderness while also providing the introductory chapter to
the Whitlam legend. It is a truism to observe that the split
marginalised the party for a generation, but it is a point well
worth repeating. But why not take that line of argument
further? While it is true that the 1955 split was a political
cataclysm for Labor, it is also true that in the half century
since that time there has been no further split of any
significance. Is this an unwitting legacy of Santamaria and
his associates to the Labor Party?
For the first 60 years of its history, the Labor Party was
ruptured by splits on a generational basis. The defections
from the earliest Labor parties in the 1890s were followed
barely twenty years later in the course of World War I by
the split over the issue of conscription. Within 20 years
another split, concentrated in NSW and to a lesser degree
in South Australia, would sweep Federal Labor into
opposition for another decade. For a 40-year veteran of the
party in 1955, the split of that year would be the third that
they would have gone through. But since then, dissent has
been contained internally and mutterings about “industrial”
or “real” Labor parties have remained just that. Is there
anything in the character of the 1955 split that helps to
explain this?
The split of 1916/17 was over an issue of principle and
became to some degree a trial of strength between the
industrial and political wings of the labour movement.
While no less dramatic, the split in 1931 reflected a
government in crisis and was driven by a carefully
manufactured cult of personality about one principal
protagonist, NSW premier Jack Lang. While issues of policy
and principle were at stake, how many of the activists who
followed Lang into a new party were following the dictum
that “Lang is right” and how many made their decision on
the basis of the pre-Keynesian or other alternative economics
that underpinned rejection of the Premiers’ Plan? But neither
split represented a fight over what sort of party the Labor
party should be: rather, they were disputes over specific
policies or personalities. Santamaria changed all that.
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From the 1940s until the 1970s, he did want to
fundamentally reorientate the ALP. While the description
of his preferred outcome provided in the book’s
commentary section gives a relatively benign view of a
Santamaria ALP, it is worth repeating: “the party would
have been anti-Communist in foreign affairs, alert to
defence needs, but akin to the ALP on redistributing wealth
and helping struggling families and workers. It would be
conservative on family values, societal stability and moral
issues, and to carry out these policies would have had
strong interventionist and protectionist policies.”
As I say, Morgan here provides a benign view, and I
would argue that, until the 1950s at least, there was a
further element that sought to turn the ALP into a centrist
Catholic party capable of supporting the agrarian and
small-holder ideals of Santamaria and many of his
supporters. Support for this can be found in Santamaria’s
own correspondence, including the “Personal and
Confidential” letter that he wrote to Archbishop Mannix
in December 1952 where he outlined the possibility of
moving the Movement’s work from the unions to the ALP
itself. The picture painted there of a future ALP and its
priorities is rather more distant from the existing ALP than
Morgan suggests: a “Christian social programme and a
large scale land settlement policy designed to foster
agrarian communities and absorb migrant groups whose
religious composition would be overwhelming Catholic. As
he delicately put it to Mannix, “the Church will be able to
gain great accessions of strength.”
As an aside, one thing this book does with spectacular
success is to put the so-called resurgence of the DLP in
Victoria into perspective. Judged by Santamaria’s political
credo and cleverness, we can see today’s DLP for what it
is: one of a rag-bag of marginal parties that nest in the
oversized ballot papers that bedevil Upper House elections
in Australia’s south-eastern states. As an aberration of
idiosyncratic preference deals, we can now see the current
DLP as an organisation stripped of Santamaria’s vision and
reduced to acting as a political surrogate for the Right to
Life movement.
The consequences of the 1955 split were also more
enduring than those of earlier splits. It took Labor 13 years
to regain Federal office after the 1916 split, and barely 10
years after the disaster of 1931. The events of 1955 ensured
that the ALP was kept out of Federal office for 23 years. It
threw up a new party that laid claim to something of the
mantle of the ALP, decimated ALP membership
(particularly in Victoria and Queensland) and took with it
some of the ALP’s industrial base. To a far greater degree
than in previous splits, those leaving (or expelled from) the
Labor Party after 1955 were able to establish and sustain a
political apparatus that mirrored the ALP on a national
basis and could claim some of its legitimacy. The
consequences lasted longer and shaped the Labor Party
that finally again won office in 1972. Today, Labor has
again been out of office at a national level for a decade.
The party faces different opponents, and this, too, is in part
due to the 1955 split. That episode broke entire echelons of

Catholic voters free from the ALP. While many returned in
time, others did not. It is not too hard, for example, to see
Tony Abbot standing shoulder to shoulder with Bert
Cremean or S.M. Keon in the bitter political disputes that
wracked the party in the decade prior to 1955. But no
longer – we are living with a political trajectory that for
many thousands has led to the Liberal Party. We should not
be blind to these consequences, for it is with politicians such
as Abbot that the ALP must engage and win the policy
debates if it is to reclaim the political initiative federally,
rather than with lightweights such as Brendan Nelson or
Malcolm Turnbull whose move to the right has been driven
by calculated personal interest.
The history of the broad Australian labour movement
has never lacked for vivid and successful biographies or
autobiographies. Volumes of correspondence, such as this
one, are far fewer in number. Such volumes are particularly
valuable and the degree with which they allow the subject
to speak in their own words is a valuable antidote to
hagiography. But this book remains a collection of selected
letters. Through them, Santamaria has been carefully
shaped and presented. His reputation as a political thinker
is enhanced, however debatable some of his policies
appear. It is to be hoped, though, that before long this
extraordinary political archive will produce an equivalent
work that also provides us with a more complete picture of
B.A. Santamaria as a clever political activist as well as
political theorist.
Patrick Morgan (ed.), Your Most Obedient Servant: B.A. Santamaria Selected
Letters:1938-1996, Melbourne, MUP, 2007. Cloth $49.95. pp. + 592.

VALE BERNARD JOHN MOYLAN (16-6-41–25-3-07)
Bern Moylan was born in Dandenong and lived there in
the earlier part of his life and later on moved to various
parts of Victoria, finally settling in Moonee Ponds. He was
a radical in wanting to get to the sources of our physical,
social and spiritual worlds. He was a principled person,
honest and determined and faithful to his family and
friends. He studied Mechanical Engineering and, later on,
completed a postgraduate diploma in Industrial Relations.
He worked in the Victorian Public service for over twenty
years, including with the Department of Labour,
concentrating on Health and Safety. Bern was an active
member of the ALP and a strong unionist.
To his family, in particular his brother Peter, and many
friends we extend our deepest sympathies.
Brian Smiddy

Biography: JACK CANNY
Rennis Witham
One of the more cherished moments of Jack Canny’s long
career as a driver in the Commonwealth pool was the day
he was driving Gough Whitlam to the airport in
Melbourne. A car went past with both occupants waving, in
answer to Gough’s question that they must know him, Jack
told him that it was his daughter and son-in-law. ‘Oh’, said
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Gough, ‘well then, drive in front and pull over’. Jack duly
responded, and the other car stopped. At that moment,
Gough leapt out of the car and introduced himself to the
astonished occupants.
Jack turned 18 in 1943 and, with three mates, signed up
for armed service. He was separated from them, and later
found out that they had been sent to Japan with the
Occupying Forces after the cessation of action in 1945.
Prior to enlisting, Jack worked at the Melbourne
Metropolitan Gas Company. At the end of the war he
returned there but stayed on for only another year. In his
words, he ‘hated the bloody place’. After leaving the
company he went to work with his father, which he
continued to do until 1959. Jack started working for Sennit
Ice-Cream – then located, along with AWA, Kraft and a
host of other factories, where Southbank and the Casino is
now. When he heard about a government job through a
friend of his wife, he ventured out to the Commonwealth
Department of Supply Depot at Maribyrnong. And Jack
started his new career in Stores and Transport.
Jack was able to shift into driving after it was arranged
by the head of the Depot – an old schoolfriend of his
mothers. And Jack started to do the trip to Canberra, called
the Canbrex Run, delivering documents of all kinds,
including Social Security Cheques. The five or six drivers
in the pool would go to Canberra twice a week, taking it in
turns to do the round trip. It took about ten hours one way
and they were allowed twelve. They left Melbourne
Tuesday morning and arrived in Canberra that night. The
trick was to arrive early and unload whatever had been on
board, get around all the departments and see if they
wanted anything brought back to Melbourne before close
of business and to be away by nine or ten the next day. It
was an exhausting round. It would be midnight before they
arrived back in Melbourne.
The job also included trips to other parts of Australia;
Jack and his co-workers occasionally transported the
baggage for the Queen and other Royal family members on
their visits. Jack’s recollections of the job included driving
many defence force personnel, particularly the airforce in
Malaya, who on arrival back home would be met and taken
to numerous destinations including Nowra, Canberra and
Adelaide.
Jack remains proud of the efficiency and cost
effectiveness of the whole ‘commonwealth drivers scheme’
giving, as an example, the deal they made with one
government department whereby the drivers’ transported
their goods from Canberra to Melbourne in two days,
rather than the four it was taking flying it with TAA. This
pride was evident in one anecdote related by Jack: driving a
Labor Senator (from the right) who kept insisting that taxis
would be cheaper than the car system, Jack stopped the car
and told the Senator to get out and call a taxi.
After one long run through the Snowy Mountains Jack
came back to be told that, as a result of illness, he would
was going to “be starting on the cars on Monday”. After
Jack’s initial refusal to shift from transport to the car pool –
and the boss’ response of “well you will or no job” he
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changed his mind. As Jack related of his working life, it
was the best thing that ever happened to him. He remained
there until he retired in 1990. As a driver in the car pool in
Canberra, Jack, with the exception of a short stint with
Malcolm Fraser – who always had the flag flying on the
car, despite being told by Jack that he would rip it off –
drove ALP Parliamentarians. A job that he asked for – as a
member of the party and as assistant shop steward for his
union he felt that was where he belonged – and his
preference was allowed. His passengers are a roll call of
ALP politicians: Gareth Evans, Brian Howe, John
Milburn, Barney Cooney, Bill Hayden, as both
parliamentarian and later as Governor General, Gordon
Bryant, and Whitlam.
Jack also spent time in his home town of Melbourne
driving veterans to the Repatriation Hospital and Governor
Generals such as Hayden and Sir Ninian Stephens around
Victoria.

CAMP EUREKA: 60 YEARS OLD AND STILL GOING STRONG
Marcello D’Amico, Labour Activist, Artist, Musican, Actor.
When early this year I heard that in March there would be
the Camp Eureka 60th Anniversary I decided that after
almost 40 years I should go back there. The last time I was
there was in 1968 when the Eureka Youth League, that at
the National Conference in Sydney in 1967 changed its
name to Young Socialist League, officially ceased to
operate. For me it had been a very sad occasion, as a most
significant part of the young Australian political scene
would no longer have a combined voice in this country.
Camp Eureka held so many fond memories for me and
whenever I went there either for short or longer camps,
week-ends or just short overnight stays, I felt so close and in
fine tune with nature. In a way it gave me a sense of
belonging to a place that reminded me of my native
Aeolian Islands off the Northern Coast of Sicily. The first
time I went there, I think it was sometime in 1963 after the
long Hiroshima Day march, in fact it was a two day event,
from Frankston to Melbourne, I was struck by this bush
setting and all its rustic and at times spartan surrounds and
so called facilities. Accommodation was almost primitive
but I experienced real comradeship and closeness to nature.
I can never forget those cold and freezing nights in the
open huts, sometimes in tents or in the barn. Electricity,
supplied by a small generator, was confined to the rec
(recreational) and mess huts and to the kitchen where a
huge steam engine was used to prepare meals. Lighting was
supplied by candles, torches or hurricane lamps. But is was
so peaceful and inviting, it had a special magnet that
attracted people to spend time there and in complete touch
with the bush. But in the five years I went there we had to
work very hard to keep it clean and update many facilities,
including digging and building the new toilet block, better
known as the “big drop”. We also built new showers
facilities and made sure that the site was free of blackberries
and the paths were safe, including the one that lead to the
creek where sometimes at night we would go and fish for
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yabbies or just tell yarns or sing freedom songs. Then the
water was clean and plentiful and a pump installed some
years earlier would be strong enough to supply water to the
camp.
The Eureka Camp, situated in Yarra Junction, nearest
town being Warburton, had been built by voluntary labor
from members of the Eureka Youth League (EYL),
members of the Communist Party, trade unionists and
members of the left in general in 1947, and is was all done
mostly with manual labor, the “pick and shovel”, as there
were very few power tools available at the time.
Camp Eureka offered also the possibilities of a very
cheap holiday as in those times there were few places on
offer for low and medium income individuals or families.
But besides work, young people were able to learn new
skills and some started their future trade there and most of
then became very active trade unionists; in fact, it was a
base for future political involvement. I remember
participating at many conferences, political seminars and
leadership workshops. In its heyday it was a hub of
activities, especially during the long Easter and Christmas
Camps when members of interstate YEL members would
join the local young comrades. Sometimes we would go to
NSW at Gerrigong for the December camp near the ninety
mile beach a Genoa. But this site could not be compared to
the Camp Eureka paradise.
There was a lot of fun too. We used to write our own
material to perform, we had our own musicians to entertain
us, we published the Camp Bulletin almost every morning
and roneod it in time to be distributed after breakfast. We
also had a camp radio station that would start waking
campers in the early hours of the morning, when some
would have just gone to sleep. At times Camp Eureka was a
small self sufficient settlement. We sang, we danced, we
learned, we engaged in some strong political debates, but at
the end of the day we felt a strong sense of belonging and
achievement. Sport played a major role in those days and
the volleyball court witnessed some hard fought contests,
especially between interstate teams. Athletics, table tennis,
football and basketball were other popular sports.
So on Sunday 11 March, I drove to Camp Eureka to see
for myself what the Camp Eureka Collective had done. I
had heard that the federal government had granted some
funding to restore some of the buildings that were in urgent
need of repair before falling in a heap of rubbish. I did not
know what to expect, as I had lost all contact with other
YEL/ESL members.
In those younger days, most of us who did not have a
car would either get a lift or board a bus near Ball and
Welch in Flinders Street, get off at the roadhouse in Yarra
Junctions and then walk in the dark to the camp site. I felt
somewhat strange when I reached the site and was greeted
by some young people who were manning the entrance and
collecting the small entry fee. I parked in a cleared area and
then it dawned on me that this was the original volleyball
court.
The first impression was very exciting; it seemed that
nothing had changed in all those long years. The trees were

in full growth in spite of the lack of rain and there were still
some green grounds. But I also knew that times had
changed. The old bombs, utes, and FJs were notable by
their absence; most of the cars were new and reflected the
so called affluent society we now live in.
A well kept path took me to the new recreation hall built
along the lines of the original one, all timber but with some
electric lights, and thank goodness no walls. There was still
a sense of freedom. The old kitchen and the steam engine
were gone, and there was no trace of old metal trough
which we used to wash dishes. The new kitchen, still
antiquated by new standards, but fairly modern compared
to the original structure, was equipped with fridge, electric
stove, proper sink, power points and electric lights. I was
impressed by the small lounge that served as resting place
for the not so young and as a rustic temporary
photographic museum. The old barn was badly in need of
repair and some of the huts or dormitories were a sad
replica of the past. The toilet block or “big drops” had not
changed, but the showers were now situated in a new hut
under cover.
Overall, I was more than pleased by the way the place
had been kept by the Camp Eureka Collective and all
concerned must be congratulated for their hard work and
vision. The place, with a most significant historical and
political past, where some important union decisions were
taken, including equal pay for equal work, is still alive and
once the necessary restoration work begins, it will attract
more and more people who want to be in touch with
nature. At present the collective run weekend camps
monthly and people are starting to attend Summer and
Easter camps, just like the old days. Political discussions are
encouraged and still play a very important part. The
Collective assists annually the Fiddlers Convention that
attracts over 800 people.
In the afternoon there was a short and informal
ceremony to celebrate the 60th anniversary of Camp
Eureka with few speeches and an appeal to raise funds for
maintenance and restoration work. The rec hut was
packed, ranging from toddlers to octogenarians. But to my
surprise there were relatively few of the old EYL that I
remembered. It was a most fulfilling experience for me
and I left with a sense of optimism. The hard working
members of the Camp Eureka Collective have worked and
are still working very hard in maintaining the place and
ensuring that it will have at least another 60 years of life. A
five year plan has been put in place with visionary
objectives. In spite of the perception that today we live in a
fairly stable economic society in Australia, Camp Eureka
still has a major role to play as it has done for the past 60
years.
The funds provided by government grants and generous
donations will be used mainly to restore the barn, construct
an extra shower block, provide a proper caretaker’s
dwelling, build environmental toilets and repair as many
existing huts as possible. It’s worthwhile noting the Camp
Working Collective aims and strategies:
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*Develop the skills and confidence of Collective members
and pass on the care of Camp Eureka to the next
generation; *Preserve and enhance the built and natural
heritage; *Pay respect to the people who built Camp
Eureka and contributed to the social movements; *Provide
a comfortable, attractive and safe environment for Camp
users; *To continue to bring in new blood; *To raise funds
to maintain/restore camp; *To continue to run successful
weekends and camps; and *To maintain the networks with
labour and social movements.
I left Camp Eureka with some sadness, a younger part of
me was still there, but full of optimism: today there is still
the same enthusiasm and foresight shown by the Camp
Eureka founders in 1947.

general sponsorship of the 888 Organising Committee and
with financial assistance from the Victorian Ministry for the
Arts, the Society will publish a book of essays exploring the
historical and contemporary significance of the Eight Hour
Day and the working lives of ordinary people. Copies of
the book will be distributed to current Labour History
subscribers. We have ordered a small number of additional
copies from the printer and will advise non-subscribers how
they can purchase a copy.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: PETER LOVE
As many Recorder readers will know the Melbourne
Branch, in association with Melbourne and Swinburne
universities, has organised the National Conference that’s
to be held in the University of Melbourne’s ITC Building,
Barry Street, Carlton on 4-6 July.
Although ASSLH National Conferences are always
interesting and enjoyable occasions, this one reflects
something of the special character of the Society and the
labour movement in Melbourne. As usual, there are some
absorbing research papers on aspects of labour’s traditions,
from popular democratic agitation in mid-19th century
NSW to the fate of the scabs during the 1998 maritime
dispute. Some of the most interesting work in the field will
be presented at the Conference. However, one of the special
features of this Conference is the extent to which past and
present participants reflect on their role in making and remaking labour traditions. Paddy Garrity, who has recently
retired from running Union Promotions and the Comrades
Bar at Trades Hall, will talk about trade unions and the
arts. Bill Shorten and Yossi Berger will discuss the
Beaconsfield mine disaster and occupational health and
safety. Brian Boyd will address the Union Defence
Campaign. Max Ogden will ask how unions can make
themselves indispensable. Phil Cleary, Dave Kerin,
Michelle O’Niell and Jess Walsh look at union
mobilization. There will also be a forum on the subject of
Labour Traditions where discussion will be led by ALP
President John Faulkner, his Senate colleague Robert Ray,
ex-Premier John Cain and trade union veteran Wally
Curran.
On the evening of Thursday 5 July there will be a brief
historical tour of Trades Hall followed by a social function
in the Comrades Bar, featuring a performance by the
renowned Victorian Trade Union Choir.
With the generous help of our Trades Hall and trade
union sponsors, we’ve been able to set registration fees at a
very modest, break-even level. The registration form is
available on the website http://asslh.org.au/melbourne/.
We look forward to seeing you there.
THE TIME OF THEIR LIVES. Book arising from the 2006
Eight Hour Day anniversary celebrations. Under the
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MELBOURNE BRANCH, ASSLH
Meetings of the society are held in Meeting Room 1 in the Trades
Hall (enter the Trades Hall through the Victoria Street entrance)
Labour History Society –– Melbourne Branch Contacts
President
Peter Love
51 Blanche Street
St Kilda 3182
Tel: 9534 2445

Secretary
Brian Smiddy
7 The Crest
Watsonia 3087
Tel: 9435 5145

Treasurer
Julie Kimber
19 Withers Street
Albert Park 3206
Tel: 9636 0051

Please send all submissions and research questions/notes for
inclusion in Recorder to the editor, Julie Kimber
(juliekimber@unswalumni.com).

MEMBERSHIP OF THE SOCIETY
If you would like to support our work we would be very
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111 Barry St, Carlton (opposite University Square).

ICT Building, University of Melbourne

Conference Program

LABOUR TRADITIONS

10th National Labour History Conference

LTS 3

Chaired by Bobbie Oliver
Joanne Scott
Constructing a tradition of women’s labour:
Representing women’s work at the Brisbane
Exhibition

Gendering the labour movement

Diana Covell
Which side are you on? Women versus the steel
giants in Canada and Australia: songs of struggle,
stories of sectarianism and solidarity

Chaired by Kerry Taylor

Labour in politics

Paul Strangio
Berry, Berryism and the early Victorian Labor Party

Ray Markey
Variations on an Antipodean Theme?
The Labo(u)r Party in Australia and New Zealand
Compared

Gerard Hill
Michael Joseph Savage

Lunch 12.30–2.00 pm (Labour History Editorial Board Meeting: LTS 3)

Terry Irving
Was There an Alternative to Liberal Representative
Government in 1856?

Claire Wright
Judith Smart
“What Can Women Do?”: Female Political
Respect not Relief: Feminism, Guild Socialism and
Activism on the Ballarat Diggings in the mid-1850s the Guild Hall Commune in Melbourne 1917

Anne Beggs Sunter & Paul Williams
Eureka’s impact on Victorian politics; the fight for
Democratic Responsible Government in Victoria,
1854-7

Discussant –– John Hirst

Popular Movements for Democracy in Early Australia

Session II: 11.00–12.30 pm

Morning Tea 10.30–11.00 am

Nick Dyrenfurth
Verity Archer
“No more fit for use than a wax-work image would be
for a gas-stoker”: ‘Scabs’ and the Cultural Politics of Rights to welfare and rights to work – challenging
dole bludger discourse in the 1970s
late Nineteenth-Century Australian Labourism

Chaired by Rob Pascoe

Kerry Taylor
'New Zealand's Road to Socialism? the CPNZ and
the New Zealand Political Tradition'

Chaired by Ray Markey

Chaired by Phillip Deery

Structures of inequality

Jonathan Strauss
Geoff Robinson
Australian Working Class Political History: Towards Public finance and income redistribution in
a Reassessment
interwar Australia: towards a class analysis

Class in 19th century Australia

The Marxist Tradition

Session I: 9.30–10.30 am

Welcome by Peter Love and Registration 8.30–9.30 am

LTS 2

Jeff Sparrow
Guido Baracchi and Marxist continuity

LTS 1

Wednesday 4 July, 2007

Nikola Balnave
Sigrid McCausland
A Campaign of Thought Direction:
Labour and the nuclear option
House Journals in Australian Industry Before 1965

Tommy Khoshaba & Michael Lyons
Politics, Pragmatism, and the Platform:
The ALP and federal industrial relations powers

Conference Dinner 7.00 pm

Jonathan Strauss
How was labour divided? Working class politics in the
1940s

Wendy Dick
Who was Miss E. Mulcahy? an argument for
biographical research

Bradon Ellem
From Robe River to Work Choices

Chaired by Carolyn Rasmussen

Divisions and Debates

Fay Woodhouse
Reviewing the 1937 Spanish Civil War Debate at the
University of Melbourne 70 years on

LTS 3

Paddy Garrity
Art in Working Life

Chaired by Joy Damousi

Chaired by Greg Patmore

Session IV: 4.00–5.30 pm

Afternoon Tea 3.30–4.00 pm

Robert Ray

John Faulkner

Wally Curran

John Cain

Panel discussion:

Chaired by Peter Love

Session III: 2.00–3.30 pm
Labour Traditions

Art, Life and Doublethink

LTS 2

The Road to Workchoices

Bill Robbins & Ian Harriss
From Harvester to Work Choices

LTS 1

Wednesday 4 July, 2007

Chaired by Greg Patmore

Chaired by Stuart Macintyre

Lunch 12.30–2.00 pm (FILM: John Hughes presents ‘The Archive Project’ (LTS 1)) ~ (Labour History Federal Executive Meeting: LTS 3)

Andrew Moore
Tony Duras
Sydney’s ‘Power without Glory’: the FitzpatrickBrowne affair as an event in labour politics during the Raging against the Machine: Unions and technological
change in Australia 1978 – 1996
Cold War
Grace Millar
Phillip Deery
Popcorn, Pickets, Cellphones and Brass-bands:
ASIO and the Communist Party: New Light on an Old Organising Young Workers in the Cinema Industry
Tradition
2003-2006

Rowan Cahill
Kay Steel
Rupert Lockwood abroad, 1935-38: genesis of a Cold The 1977 State Electricity Commission of Victoria
War journalist
maintenance workers strike

Struggles Past and Present

Session II: 11.00–12.30 pm

Morning Tea 10.30–11.00 am

Michael Lyons
Communists, Conservatives and Continuity:
The Democratic Labor Party and its Legacy

Cold War II

Diane Kirkby
Sailing the “uncertain seas of arbitration”: The SUA
and Work Value’

Kay Steel
The Gippsland Trades and Labour Council and
industrial agency in the Latrobe Valley, Victoria

Chaired by Bradon Ellem

Labour aristocracies

Robert Bollard
Stephen Holt
How to create a tradition: the Seamen’s Union and the Bert Cremean and B A Santamaria
Great Strike of 1917

Chaired by Phillip Deery

Chaired by Sean Scalmer

LTS 3

Peter Franks
Aristocrats of labour or pioneers of unionism?
Traditions of printing unionism in New Zealand: 1860
– 1913

Cold War I

Session I: 9.00–10.30 am

The Seamen’s Union

LTS 2

Paul Jones
Drew Cottle & Angela Keys
‘Prison before Slavery!’: Ship’s Desertion and Incarceration as Asian
Airlines: An Early Australian Cold War Mystery
Industrial Tactics on the Australian Waterfront, 1890s to 1930s.

LTS 1

Thursday 5 July

International Connections
Chaired by Nikola Balnave

Chaired by Judy Smart

Session III: 2.00–3.30 pm

The IWW

LTS 2

Phil Cleary (ETU)
Dave Kerin (Union Solidarity)
Michelle O'Niell (TCFUA)
Jess Walsh (LHMU)

Union Mobilisation: Panel Discussion

Max Ogden
How Can Unions Make Themselves Indispensable?

Chaired by Sean Scalmer

Union mobilisation

Mikael Ottosson & Calle Johan Rosengren
The culture of long working hours

Verity Burgmann
The IWW in International Perspective: comparing
the North American and Australasian Wobblies

Chaired by Peter Franks

Dying Traditions?

Geoff Robinson
Late Communism and late social democracy: Indian
Communism today

Jacqueline Dickenson
Mal Colston: The worst rat of the lot?

Trades Hall 6.00 pm

Lisa Sacksen
The Sofinsky Affair: Anti-communism in New
Zealand

Screening of ‘Indonesia Calling’ (Drew Cottle)

Chaired by Andrew Moore

International Communism

Peta Belic
On the Cusp: The Marginalisation of a Coal Mining
Community Caught Between Tradition and
Modernity
Paula Geldens & Jessica Tatham-Thompson
“I’m a printer”…but what does that mean? The social
impacts of technological change within the newspaper
industry

Bobbie Oliver
Industrial apprenticeships – another dying Labour
tradition?

LTS 3

Robert Corcoran
Labor people – 1930s to 1960s

Chaired by Rob Pascoe
Harry Knowles & Greg Mallory
Trade Unions and Beyond: A Comparative
Biographical Study of the Leadership of Harry
Bridges, Ted Roach and Jack Mundey.

Labour People

Session IV: 4.00–5.30 pm

Afternoon Tea 3.30–4.00 pm

Tim Dymond
Unions as the Nation: The Israeli and Australian
Labour Movements

Margaret Creagh & Peter Riley
Fanning Discontents Flames: Australian Wobbly
Poetry, Scurrilous Doggerel, and Song 1914-2007

Mark Derby
Andrew Scott
‘A Country Considered to be Free’ - NZ Links with An Australian labour tradition of interest in
the Wobblies
Scandinavia

LTS 1

Thursday 5 July

Lunch and closing remarks by Stuart Macintyre: 12.30–2.00 pm (Foyer)

Jeannie Rea
Labour Traditions: Is the Your Our Rights at Work
campaign challenging our labour traditions?

Brian Boyd
Union Defence Campaign

Panel discussion

Chaired by Ray Markey

Chaired by Terry Irving

Chris Sheil
Intimidation, solidarity and the 1998 waterfront
dispute

Trans Tasman Labour History: What Is to Be Done?

Session II: 11.00–12.30 pm

Morning Tea 10.30–11.00 am

Union Traditions

Bill Shorten
Lessons from the Beaconsfield Mine Rescue

Laurence W Maher
H V Evatt and the Petrov Defection:
A Lawyer’s Interpretation

Yossi Berger
Losing the lessons of the past

Chaired by Phillip Deery

Chaired by Verity Burgmann
Frank Cain
Dr Evatt and the Petrov Affair; a Reassessment in
the Light of New Evidence

Evatt and the Petrov Affair

Session I: 9.00–10.30 am

Occupational Health and Safety

LTS 2

Ray Markey & Greg Patmore
Historical Patterns of Participation and Safety:
BHP at Port Kembla, 1935-1996

LTS 1

Friday 6 July

