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MELBOURNE	BRANCH,	ASSLH	

ANNUAL	GENERAL	MEETING	

Thursday	13	December	at	
5.30pm		

Melbourne	Trades	Hall	
Archive	Room		

(please	note	the	new	venue)	

Agenda	
Reports:	President,	Secretary,	

Treasurer.	

Election	of	OfBice	Bearers	and	
General	Business.	

Please	also	note	that	your	2019		
membership	renewal	is	now	due.	

� 	

This	 year’s	 Annual	 General	 Meeting	 of	 the	 (federal)	
Australian	Society	for	the	Study	of	Labour	History	will	
be	 held	 in	Melbourne,	 on	 Friday	 30	 November	 2018	
(from	5-6pm).	Members	of	the	Melbourne	branch	are	
entitled	 to	 attend	 and	 to	 vote	 in	 and	 stand	 for	
elections	to	the	federal	Society.	Please	send	enquiries	
to	Carl	Power	(admin@labourhistory.org.au).			

Date:	Friday	30	November,	5-6	pm		
Place:	360	Collins	St,	Melbourne		
La	Trobe	University	city	campus,	room	20:03,	Level	20	

Annual	Dinner	
The	 AGM	 will	 be	 followed	 by	 an	 annual	 dinner.	
Members	and	friends	are	welcome	to	join	us	at	either	
or	 both	 the	 AGM	 and	 the	 dinner.	 There	 are	 still	 a	
couple	of	places	available	but	you’ll	need	to	book	asap.	

The	Oriental	Tea	House,	378	Little	Collins	St.	Friday	30	
November,	7:00-9:30	pm	Cost:	$50.00,	includes	a	pre-
arranged	banquet	menu.		
https://labourhistorymelbourne.org/2018/11/08/
asslh-agm-annual-dinner/		
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Peter	Love	

The	 preliminary	 stages	 of	 the	 restoration	 work	 took	
more	 time	 than	many	 of	 us	 imagined.	 Now	 that	 it	 is	
well	 under	 way,	 it	 is	 clear	 why	 such	 meticulous	
preparations	 were	 necessary.	 The	 work	 of	 peeling	
back	 layers	 of	 paint	 to	 reveal	 the	 original,	 elaborate	
decorations	 in	 the	older	 sections	of	 the	Hall	 requires	
highly	 skilled,	 painstaking	 work	 by	 specialist	
restorers.	

The	painstaking	process	of	restoration	(photo	by	Peter	Love).	

The	Old	Council	Chamber’s	ceiling	and	upper	walls	are	
undergoing	this	process	at	the	moment.	A	scaffolding	
Bloor	supports	the	workers	as	they	strip	back	paint	on	
the	 top	 edges	 of	 the	 walls	 to	 display	 the	 colour	
combinations	chosen	for	the	edgings.	This	 is	not	only	
the	simpler,	plain	coloured	surface	to	uncover,	it	also	is	
a	 lower	risk	way	of	 removing	 layers	of	more	modern	
paint.	 The	 remarkable	 portraits	 and	 other	 more	
elaboratively	decorated	 sections	 are	 giving	us	 a	 peek	
at	the	riches	that	might	lay	beneath.		

A	 splendid	 example	 of	 this	 is	 the	 part	 portrait	 of	
George	 Higinbotham	 who,	 as	 Chief	 Justice	 of	 the	
Supreme	 Court,	 made	 public	 donations	 to	 the	
Maritime	Strike	fund	in	1890.	Although	the	work	may	
take	much	longer	than	originally	thought,	 it	promises	
to	 give	 us	 back	 an	 artistically	 rich	 and	 historically	

resonant	 room	that	will	 speak	 to	coming	generations	
of	our	heritage.	

The	part	portrait	of	George	Higinbotham	(photo	by	Peter	Love).	

The	 New	 Council	 Chamber	 is	 also	 undergoing	 total	
restoration	 and	 remodelling.	 The	 second	 level	 of	
seating	 has	 been	 removed	 and	 the	 orientation	 of	 the	
chamber	 changed	 from	 its	 more	 recent	 east-west	
angle	 to	 its	 original	 north-south	 direction.	 In	 the	
process	 of	 removing	 the	 panels	 from	 the	 modern	
chamber,	the	original	honour	rolls	were	uncovered.		

Although	 some	 sections	 of	 the	 walls	 were	 seriously	
damaged	by	the	Bire	that	led	to	the	remodelling	of	the	
chamber,	 there	 are	 plans	 to	 restore	 as	 much	 as	
possible.	In	place	of	the	second	level	seating	there	will	
be	 a	 three-cornered	 mezzanine	 level	 with	 small	
alcoves	for	historic	displays.	

The	Old	Ballroom	 (recently	 the	Bella	Union	Bar)	 has	
been	stripped	back	to	its	earlier	state,	as	has	the	New	
Ballroom.	 Both	 will	 be	 reBitted	 for	 their	 intended	
functions	at	a	later	stage	of	the	works.	

More	 modern	 toilets	 and	 new	 lifts	 that	 can	
accommodate	the	needs	of	people	with	a	disability	are	
being	installed.	

Although	the	restoration	work	appeared	to	be	slow	to	
start,	 the	meticulous	 preparation	 has	 paid	 off	 in	 the	
remarkably	 Bine	work	 that’s	being	done	 to	one	of	 the	
great	working	monuments	to	our	collective	heritage.		

Trades	Hall	Restoration	
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Stuart	Macintyre	

The	 following	 is	a	 speech	given	
by	 Stuart	 Macintyre	 on	 18	
November	 at	 St	 Andrew’s	
Church	in	Brighton	to	launch	of	
Geraldine	Moore’s	book,	George	
Higinbotham	 and	 Eureka:	 The	
Struggle	 for	 Democracy	 in	
Australia	 (Australian	 Scholarly	
Pub l i s h i ng ,	 2018 ) .	 I t	 i s	
reprinted	here	with	permission.	

Those	 who	 revere	 George	
Higinbotham	 and	 seek	 greater	

recognition	 of	 their	 hero	 have	never	 found	 the	 going	
easy.		

The	 writer	 Nettie	 Palmer	 encountered	 the	 problem	
back	in	the	1930s	when	she	attended	the	unveiling	of	
his	statue	on	Macarthur	Street,	close	to	where	it	runs	
off	Spring	Street,	a	location	that	provides	a	view	of	the	
Parliament	 House	 in	 which	 he	 served	 with	 such	
distinction.		

She	was	one	of	a	very	small	group	that	turned	up	and	
wondered	 at	 the	 absence	 of	 friends	 such	 as	 Bernard	
O’Dowd,	 the	 poet,	 who	 wrote	 of	 "Greek-browed	
Higinbotham",	 and	 the	 parliamentary	 champion	 of	
civil	 liberties,	 Maurice	 Blackburn.	 A	 journalist	 asked	
her	why	she	had	come	to	such	a	dull	affair	and	she	had	
to	 explain	 his	 career	 as	 a	 journalist,	 politician	 and	
chief	justice.	She	might	have	added	he	was	the	mentor	
and	 model	 for	 her	 uncle	 Henry	 Higgins,	 who	 as	
president	 of	 the	 Arbitration	 Court	 brought	 down	 the	
Harvester	Judgement	with	its	declaration	that	a	living	
wage	must	be	a	Birst	call	on	industry.		

Nettie	 Palmer’s	 husband,	 Vance,	 installed	 him	
subsequently	 in	 his	 book	 on	 notable	 Australians,	
National	 Portraits,	 as	 the	 great	 democrat	 of	
nineteenth-century	 public	 life	 and	 an	 inspiration	 to	
those	who	followed	him.	We	used	that	book	at	school	
and	it	was	there	that	I	Birst	encountered	the	legend	of	
George	Higinbotham.		

The	 educational	 historian	 Gwyn	 Dow	 wrote	 a	 Bine	
account	 of	 Higinbotham	 in	 her	 1964	 monograph	 on	
his	 battle	 with	 the	 churches	 to	 establish	 a	 public	
system	of	education	in	Victoria.	And	I	took	him	as	the	
foundational	 Bigure	 in	 a	book	 I	wrote	 in	1991	on	 the	
Victorian	liberal	tradition.		

I	can’t	say	that	any	of	us	managed	to	rescue	him	from	
neglect.	 There	 are	 precious	 few	 signs	 of	 public	
recognition.	Lesser	contemporaries	have	suburbs	and	
towns	named	after	them.	Higinbotham	Street,	here	in	
the	place	where	he	lived	–	and	worshipped	–	is	one	of	
only	three	in	the	whole	of	Melbourne.	But	now	there	is	

an	addition	to	the	small,	select	and	largely	 ineffective	
circle	 who	 constitute	 the	 Higinbotham	 admiration	
society.	 Moreover,	 there	 is	 a	 good	 chance	 that	
Geraldine	Moore	will	rescue	our	fortunes,	for	her	book	
is	 by	 far	 the	 most	 accomplished	 contribution	 to	 the	
cause.		

It	 is	 Bitting	 that	 the	 cover	 illustration	 of	 her	 book	
shows	 a	portrait	 of	Higinbotham	 that	was	painted	 in	
the	 frieze	 decorating	 the	 old	 council	 chamber	 of	 the	
Trades	Hall	in	Lygon	Street	in	1884.	There	was	also	a	
bust	 of	 Higinbotham	 in	 the	 original	 chamber,	 long	
since	lost	just	as	the	frieze	portrait	was	painted	over.	It	
was	one	of	four	portraits	and	the	other	three	(George	
Stephenson,	the	railway	pioneer,	and	Samuel	Plimsoll,	
the	social	reformer	of	the	Plimsoll	Line,	and	a	former	
Governor	sacked	by	the	British	government	for	siding	
with	 Higinbotham)	 attest	 to	 his	 standing	 as	 a	 public	
benefactor.	 Now	 Higinbotham’s	 portrait	 has	 been	
partly	 restored	 just	 as	Geraldine’s	 account	 restores	 a	
much	fuller	picture	of	the	man	than	was	available	even	
to	his	contemporaries.	

Higinbotham	was	a	friend	of	labour.	In	1890,	when	the	
shipowners	 locked	out	the	marine	ofBicers	 for	 joining	
the	 union	 movement,	 and	 a	 general	 stoppage	 of	
industry	saw	employers	breaking	the	strike	with	non-
unionists	 as	 the	 government	 called	 out	 troops	 to	
protect	them,	he	gave	the	press	a	copy	of	the	letter	he	
sent	 to	 Trades	 Hall	 Council.	 He	 wrote	 as	 the	 chief	
justice	of	 the	Supreme	Court,	enclosing	a	donation	to	
the	 strike	 fund	 and	 promising	 weekly	 additions	 so	
long	 as	 the	 unions	 were	 denied	 their	 request	 for	 a	
conference	with	the	employers.		

This	was	 just	 one	 in	 a	 series	of	 startling	 actions	 that	
marked	out	Higinbotham’s	career	in	public	life.	He	had	
entered	 Parliament	 in	 1861	 after	 editing	 Victoria’s	
principal	 newspaper	 and	 jousting	 publicly	 with	 the	
proprietor	over	the	need	for	democracy.	He	set	out	to	
realise	 democracy	 against	 the	 plutocracy	 that	
frustrated	it,	those	whom	he	described	as	the	"wealthy	
lower	 orders"	 who	 had	 used	 their	 power	 to	 acquire	
the	 colony’s	 land	 to	 the	 exclusion	 of	 the	mass	 of	 the	
people.		

He	 led	 this	 campaign	 with	 a	 determination	 that	
produced	 a	 constitutional	 crisis	 and	 in	 doing	 so	 he	
deBied	the	limits	that	the	Colonial	OfBice	in	London	put	
on	Victoria’s	 system	of	 self-government.	He	persisted	
after	the	Colonial	OfBice	recalled	the	Governor	for	not	
following	 its	 instructions,	 instructions	 that	
Higinbotham	 insisted	 were	 unlawful,	 and	 he	
denounced	the	head	of	the	Colonial	OfBice,	Sir	Frederic	
Rogers,	 as	 "that	 man	 Rogers".	 Higinbotham,	
incidentally,	refused	to	accept	that	"base,	contemptible	
distinction"	 of	 a	 knighthood	 –	 setting	 a	 pattern	 that	
admirers	 such	 as	 Alfred	 Deakin	 and	 Henry	 Higgins	
followed.		

His	enemies	derided	him	as	King	George.	"There	is	but	
one	God",	a	 squatter	bemoaned,	 "and	Higinbotham	 is	
his	Prophet".	Yet	he	regarded	his	political	career	as	a	

George	Higinbotham	and	Eureka
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failure	 because	 he	 could	 not	 persuade	 his	
parliamentary	 colleagues	 to	 stay	 the	 course,	 nor	
Victorians	 to	 appreciate	 what	 was	 at	 stake.	 He	
rebuked	 them	 shortly	 before	 he	 resigned	 from	
Parliament.	"You	have	no	business	to	be	indifferent	to	
these	 public	 questions,	 you	 must	 not,	 as	 you	 do	 at	
present,	 appear	 to	 be	 utterly	 apathetic	 on	 all	 public	
affairs	–	utterly	buried	in	your	own	personal	and	class	
occupations	 and	 interests,	 and	 indifferent	 to	 public	
and	general	interests”.		

The	 reasons	 for	 Higinbotham’s	 passion,	 his	 rectitude	
and	self-reproach	have	always	been	elusive.	We	know	
that	 he	 came	 from	 an	 Irish	 Protestant	 family,	 his	
mother	the	daughter	of	the	United	States	consul	and	a	
source	of	advanced	views.	We	know	that	he	trained	as	
a	 barrister	 in	 London	 and	 came	 here	 in	 1854	 to	
pursue	a	career.		

But	before	Geraldine	commenced	her	research,	we	did	
not	know	of	 the	complex	mix	of	 inBluences	upon	him	
(part	 of	 the	 Anglo-Irish	 Ascendancy	 and	 yet	 at	 odds	
with	 it).	 Nor	 did	 we	 know,	 this	 one	 of	 her	 greatest	
discoveries,	of	his	close	involvement	in	the	events	that	
led	to	the	Eureka	Stockade	and	his	abiding	regret	that	
he	 did	 not	 take	 a	 stronger	 stand	 in	 the	 events	 that	
followed.		

Higinbotham’s	marriage	and	 family	have	always	been	
a	 subject	 of	 speculation,	 partly	 because	 of	 his	
instruction	 that	 all	 his	 personal	 papers	 be	 destroyed	
after	 a	 son-in-law	 wrote	 an	 all	 too	 decorous	
authorised	memoir.	 This	 book	 gives	 us	 a	much	 fuller	
and	in	many	respects	unexpected	picture.		

It	 is	 a	work	 of	 painstaking	 research	 that	 has	 yielded	
many	new	insights	into	this	extraordinary	man,	and	it	
is	used	to	support	a	comprehensive	account	of	his	life	
and	 career.	 With	 an	 election	 approaching	 next	
weekend,	 Higinbotham’s	 insistence	 that	 you	 have	 no	
business	to	be	indifferent	to	public	questions	is	timely.	
I’d	add	that	you	have	no	business	to	be	 indifferent	to	
the	memory	 of	 a	 man	 who	 enlarged	 public	 life	 with	
principles	of	which	Victorians	should	be	proud.		

� 	

Brian	Smiddy	

Norm	 Wallace,	 who	 died	 recently	 was	 Assistant	
Secretary	of	 the	Builders	Labourers	Federation	(BLF)	
for	a	number	of	years.	

He	 was	 a	 person	 of	 high	 principles	 and	 was	 widely	
respected	 by	 members	 of	 his	 union	 and	 other	
unionists	 within	 the	 construction	 industry.	 He	 saw	
service	 during	 the	 Second	 World	 War	 as	 a	 Z	 Force	
Commando.	

To	his	 family	we	extend	our	deepest	 sympathy	at	his	
passing.	

� 	

Laurence	W	Maher		

Brian	 Bourke’s	 long	 life	 in	 the	 law	 was	 that	 of	 a	
uniquely	 gifted	 all-rounder.	 Like	 all	manifestations	of	
human	endeavour,	the	talents	of	great	advocacy	in	the	
law	derive	 from	 the	mysterious	 interaction	 of	 nature	
and	nurture.	The	skills	and	insights	required	to	be	an	
effective	persuader	will	vary	according	to	whether	the	
decision-maker	 is	 a	 jury,	 a	 trial	 judge,	 a	 panel	 of	
appellate	 judges	 or	 a	 specialist	 tribunal.	 Bourke	was	
equally	 in	 his	 element	 in	 a	 Court	 of	 Petty	 Sessions	
(now	the	Magistrates’	Court)	appearing	for	an	alleged	
offender	 in	 a	 road	 trafBic	 or	 other	 summary	 crime	
prosecution,	 and	 in	 more	 serious	 (indictable)	 crime	
cases	 tried	 by	 judge	 and	 jury	 in	 the	 County	 and	
Supreme	 Courts.	 Bourke	 had	 been	 admitted	 to	
practise	in	1953	after	completing	the	old	Articled	Law	
Clerks’	(apprenticeship)	qualiBication	which	also	led	to	
his	LLB.	He	worked	as	a	solicitor	until	1960	when	he	
signed	the	Roll	of	Counsel	which	had	been	maintained	
by	those	barristers	who	had	declined	to	do	solicitors’	
work	 after	 the	 colonial	 parliament	 had	 amalgamated	
the	two	branches	of	the	legal	profession	in	1891.		

As	 an	 articled	 law	 clerk,	 Bourke	 acquired	 a	 great	
familiarity	 with	 the	 arts	 and	 crafts	 peculiar	 to	 liquor	
licensing	 law.	 That	 particular	 combination	 of	 civil/
criminal	 law	 specialist	 knowledge	 was	 unusual,	 some	
would	say	unique,	but	the	world	of	the	demon	drink	and	
the	 criminal	 law	 were	 inextricably	 linked	 and,	 in	 any	
event,	it	was	not	all	that	out	of	the	ordinary	for	the	son	of	
a	Wangaratta	publican	himself	a	son	of	Erin’s	green	isle.	
Barristers	 don’t	 like	 losing	 cases.	 As	 a	 young	 barrister,	
Bourke	had	the	singular	experience	of	being	led	by	P	H	N	
Opas	 QC	 (1917-2008)	 in	 the	 last	 capital	 case	 tried	 in	
Victoria,	that	of	Ronald	Joseph	Ryan	who	was	convicted	
of	 murder	 and	 hanged	 at	 HM	 Prison	 Pentridge	 on	 3	
February	 1967.	 Brian	 was	 a	 champion	 competitive	
debater	 in	 those	 faraway	 days	when	 oratory	 and	 plain	
speaking	 were	 taken	 more	 seriously	 than	 now.	 A	 long	
time	 supporter	 of	 the	 Labour	 History	 Society,	 he	 was	
prominent	in	the	world	of	Australian	Rules	Football	and	
he	 bred	 cattle	 on	 the	 Bellarine	 Peninsula.	 He	 will	 be	
remembered	for	being	a	fighter	for	justice.		

Brian	Bourke	(photo	by	Karen	Percy,	ABC)	

Norm	Wallace	(1926–2018)

Brian	James	Bourke	(1929–2018)
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John	Arnold	

Review	of	Virginia	Noonan,	From	Devon	to	Australia:	a	
19th	century	narrative	through	the	unpublished	letters	
of	 the	 MerriOield	 family	 (The	 Author,	 2017,	 ISBN	
978-0-9946128-3-0).	

In	the	 late	1970s	during	my	Birst	stint	working	at	the	
State	Library	of	Victoria	there	were	two	elder	regulars	
who	had	a	strong	interest	in	the	labour	movement	and	
its	 history.	 One	 was	 Jim	 Garvey	 who,	 with	 almost	 a	
tear	 in	 his	 eye,	 told	 me	 what	 an	 outstanding	 man	
Frank	 Hyatt	 was	 and	 what	 a	 good	 labour	 leader	 he	
would	have	made	if	he	had	not	died	at	the	young	age	
of	37	during	the	1919	inBluenza	epidemic.	

The	 other	 was	 Sam	 Merrifield.	 I	 don’t	 recall	 ever	
speaking	 to	 him	 other	 than	 a	 courteous	 hello.	 My	
memory	of	him	is	a	man	with	a	good	crop	of	white	hair,	
wearing	a	light	grey	or	blue	pullover,	looking	at	material	
on	the	first	floor	reading	room	(located	above	the	current	
Village	 Roadshow	 theatrette)	 of	 the	 then	 La	 Trobe	
Library.	I	think	I	knew	that	he	was	a	Labor	MLC	but	I	did	
not	 then	 know	 that	 he	 had	 been	 a	Minister	 in	 the	 last	
Victorian	Labor	Government,	led	by	John	Cain	Snr.		

I	 soon	 got	 to	 know	 about	 the	Merrifield	 Collection	 of	
labour	history	material.	It	and	the	F	J	Riley	collection	of	
political	 leaflets,	 badges	 and	 the	 like,	 along	 with	 the	
records	of	the	Victorian	branch	of	the	Australian	Labor	
Party,	 made	 the	 State	 Library	 of	 Victoria	 the	 place	 to	
research	and	write	about	 the	 labour	movement.	Many	
books,	theses	and	articles	for	Labour	History	and	other	
journals	 were	 conceived	 and	 researched	 in	 that	 first	
floor	reading	room	of	the	La	Trobe	Library.	

Amongst	 the	 ephemera	 in	 the	 Riley	 Collection	 were	
anti-conscription	 leaBlets	 from	 the	 no-campaign	 of	
1916.	As	a	twelve	year	old,	Sam	MerriBield	had	handed	
these	out	on	polling	day,	 following	the	example	of	his	
father	 (also	called	Sam)	and	an	uncle	who	were	both	
early	labour	activists	in	the	Ascot	Vale	area.	

His	 father	 and	 uncle	 were	 sons	 of	 yet	 another	 Sam	
Merrifield	who	came	to	Victoria	in	the	1850s	to	seek	his	
fortune	on	the	goldfields.	This	Sam	missed	being	at	 the	
Eureka	 Stockade	 by	 a	 day	 or	 so.	 After	 a	 period	 of	
fossicking	 for	 gold,	 he	 settled	 in	 Clunes.	 He	 lived	 and	
worked	 there	 for	15	years,	building	several	houses	and	
shops	 and	 being	 active	 in	 the	 local	 community	 before	
moving	his	family	to	Melbourne	to	continue	his	career	as	
a	builder	and	carpenter.	

This	Sam	MerriBield	(1833-1911)	was	the	eldest	son	of	
the	 remarkable	William	MerriBield.	Born	 into	 relative	
poverty	 in	 Tavistock	 in	 Devonshire	 in	 1804,	William	
educated	 himself	 and	 became	 a	 local	 school	 teacher,	
librarian	and	early	local	photographer.	He	also	had	Bive	
sons	and	one	daughter.	

Several	of	these	children,	in	addition	to	the	Sam	who	came	
to	Australia,	made	a	name	for	themselves	in	England.	One,	
William	Venner	Merrifield	(1859-1929),	became	Principal	
of	the	Liverpool	Nautical	College.	Another,	John	Merrifield	
(1834-1891)	 always	 known	 as	 Jack,	 was	 a	 polymath:	
astronomer,	 school	 teacher,	 author,	 mathematician	 and	
meteorologist.	 	He	was	 awarded	 a	 PhD	 for	 his	 research	
and	 elected	 a	 Fellow	 of	 the	 Royal	 Astronomical	 Society.	
One	 of	 Jack’s	 sons,	 Sydney	Merrifield	 (1861-1935)	 after	
matriculating	and	becoming	a	medical	doctor,	migrated	to	
Australia	 in	 late	 1884	 and	 established	 several	 local	
practices	in	New	South	Wales.	

Interestingly,	although	Sam	MerriBield,	 the	 founder	of	
Recorder,	 and	 his	 three	 brothers	 were	 all	 married,	
none	had	 children	 so	 the	MerriBield	 family	 name	has	
died	 out	 in	 Australia.	 The	 family	 name,	 however,	
continues	 through	 the	 children	 of	 Sam’s	 sister’s	 and	
their	respective	families.	

Virginia	Noonan	is	one	of	these	descendants.	 In	From	
Devon	 to	 Australia	 she	 has	 diligently	 traced	 and	
recorded	the	history	of	the	extended	MerriBield	family	
starting	 with	 the	 ancestors	 of	 the	 above	 mentioned	
William	 MerriBield.	 The	 book,	 however,	 is	 really	 a	
chronicle	of	his	children	and	their	children’s	lives	and	
families	 told	 through	 their	 letters	 to	 each	 other	 and	
other	family	documents.	Its	compilation	was	clearly	a	
labour	 of	 love	 involving	 trips	 to	 Tavistock	 and	 other	
places	 in	 England	 and	 Australia	 where	 various	
MerriBields	 once	 lived.	 Attractively	 produced	 with	
numerous	images	of	family	letters	and	photographs,	it	
includes	 some	 of	 William	 MerriBield’s	 early	
photographs	of	Tavistock	and	its	surrounds.	

Sam’s	electioneering	card.	Courtesy	of	Virginia	Noonan.	

Although	 produced	 mainly	 for	 family	 consumption,	 the	
book	 provides	 important	 contextual	 background	
information	on	“our”	Sam	Merrifield.	One	interesting	family	
connection	revealed	is	his	first	cousin	was	married	to	Clive	
Burchett,	Wilfred’s	brother,	and	like	him,	a	communist.		

The	Merrifields,	beginning	with	the	Tavistock	photographer,	
are	a	classic	example	of	a	 family	rising	up	the	social	scale	
through	self-improvement.	 	They	would	make	a	good	case	
study	 in	 a	 new	 edition	 of	 Jonathan	 Rose’s	 majestic	 The	
Intellectual	Life	of	the	British	Working	Classes.	

The	MerriVield	family
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Dave	Davies	

Harry	 indicated	 that	 he	 wanted	 to	 speak	 with	 me	 in	
confidence	 by	 tilting	 his	 head	 and	 jerking	 his	 finger	
towards	the	door.	It	was	1965	and	we	were	in	the	offices	
of	the	Communist	Party	of	Australia	(CPA)	on	the	corner	
of	Bourke	and	Elizabeth	streets.	Harry	Stanistreet	was	in	
charge	 of	 "security"	 in	 the	 CPA	 and	 I	 was	 a	 recently-
appointed	 organiser.	 I	 guessed	 correctly	 that	 Harry’s	
request	had	something	to	do	with	the	recent	finding	of	a	
microphone	 behind	 a	 skirting	 board	 in	 the	 office,	
evidently	planted	by	ASIO.		

We	 went	 down	 to	 the	 street,	 where	 Harry	 had	 some	
more	news	for	me.	He	suspected	that	ASIO	was	breaking	
into	the	office	at	night,	and	he	had	an	idea.	“I’m	going	to	
try	to	plant	that	microphone	on	them,	and	I	want	you	to	
help	 me,”	 he	 said	 with	 a	 grin.	 The	 technology	 of	
eavesdropping	was	not	as	sophisticated	at	the	time,	and	
the	 microphone	 he	 had	 removed,	 while	 being	 voice-
activated,	was	about	the	size	of	a	small	pear	with	a	tube	
poking	out.	It	had	to	be	connected	to	a	tape	recorder	by	
wires,	which	in	this	case	had	run	down	to	the	floor	below	
the	CPA	offices	to	a	room	with	a	bogus	company	sign	on	
the	door.	It	was	all	pretty	amateurish	and	had	nothing	to	
do	with	national	security.	(One	of	the	funny	things	about	
the	CPA	office	was	 that	none	of	 the	desks	had	drawers.	
The	previous	person	 in	charge	of	security,	Ted	Hill,	had	
removed	them	to	prevent	anyone	leaving	material	which	
could	be	seized	in	a	raid.)	

The	evidence	for	the	break-ins	was	that	files	and	papers	
had	been	found	in	disorder,	but	I	suspect	that	Harry	had	
also	been	tipped	off	by	a	“source”.	He	decided	to	plant	the	
microphone	and	a	tape	recorder	in	a	pile	of	newspapers	
on	a	desk,	having	cut	a	cavity	in	the	middle	covered	with	
plywood.	I	had	another	idea:	to	smear	a	chemical	on	the	
doorknob	 and	 a	 couple	 of	 other	 places	 likely	 to	 be	
touched	 by	 an	 intruder	 so	 that	 we	 could	 detect	 other	
things	which	had	been	handled.	

We	had	a	problem.	The	Post	Office	clock	on	the	opposite	
side	of	the	street	chimed	every	15	minutes,	setting	off	the	
voice-activated	microphone.	Would	we	run	out	of	 tape?	
Harry	had	to	fiddle	with	it	to	ensure	this	didn’t	happen.	
All	 this	was	 done	 in	 silence	 in	 case	 there	was	 another	
microphone	in	the	office,	although	the	one	we	found	was	
fairly	 easy	 to	 find	 due	 to	 a	 hole	 drilled	 in	 the	 skirting	
board.	

One	morning	we	came	in	early	to	find	voices	on	the	tape	
and	 traces	of	 chemicals	 all	 around	 the	office,	 especially	
on	 the	 safe.	 Inspection	 of	 the	 safe	 showed	 that	 it	 had	
been	cracked,	 and	 that	 the	 intruders	had	discussed	 the	
contents,	 nearly	 all	 of	 which	 was	 money	 and	 financial	
records.	The	conversation	we	heard	strongly	implied	that	
the	 intruders	 included	 a	 safe-breaker	with	 convictions,	
possibly	on	a	night’s	leave	from	Pentridge.	The	only	real	
damage	to	the	CPA	was	the	waste	of	our	time	in	laughing	
about	it	and	wondering	what	to	do.		

� 	
		

Brian	Smiddy	
		
With	the	death	of	Laurie	Carmichael	on	Saturday	18th	
August	2018,	a	giant	of	the	trade	union	movement	has	
passed.	

Laurie	 was	 born	 in	 Coburg	 and	 after	 war	 service,	
completed	his	apprenticeship	as	a	Bitter	and	joined	the	
union.	 Subsequently,	 he	worked	 at	 the	Williamstown	
Naval	Dockyards	where	he	was	a	shop	steward.	

Laurie	 joined	 the	 Communist	 Party	 when	 he	 was	
sixteen	years	old	and	gave	a	life	time	of	service	to	the	
Party.	 As	 a	 young	 school	 boy	 in	Williamstown	 in	 the	
1950s,	 I	 can	 remember	 Laurie	 standing	 outside	 the	
front	of	the	Coles	store	on	a	Saturday	morning,	selling	
the	 Communist	 Party	 newspaper,	 the	 Guardian,	 and	
making	speeches.	

Laurie	 was	 elected	 Secretary	 of	 the	 Amalgamated	
Engineering	 Union	 in	 1958	 and	 in	 1972	 became	
Assistant	 National	 Secretary.	 In	 1987	 he	was	 elected	
Assistant	Secretary	of	the	Australian	Council	of	Trade	
Unions.	

Laurie	 was	 an	 outstanding	 orator	 and	 could	 hold	 a	
mass	 meeting	 of	 unionists	 spellbound.	 He	 had	 great	
organising	skills	and	 led	many	a	successful	campaign	
for	improvements	in	working	conditions.	

World	peace	was	another	of	Laurie’s	passions	and	 in	
particular	the	US	policy	on	Vietnam.	Eventually	after	a	
long	 struggle,	 the	 people	 of	 Vietnam	 achieved	 their	
independence.	

Laurie	 is	 survived	 by	 his	 son,	 Laurie	 Junior	 and	 his	
step-daughter,	 Kerry.	 Vale	 Laurie	 Carmichael,	 a	 great	
leader	of	the	trade	union	movement.	Never	forgotten.	
	

Laurie	Carmichael	(photographer	unknown).	
		

Bugging	ASIO Laurie	Carmichael	(1925–2018)
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Phillip	Deery	

As	signalled	 in	the	 July	 issue	of	Recorder,	an	outstanding	
one-day	 public	 symposium	 was	 held	 on	 24	 August	 to	
commemorate	the	50th	anniversary	of	the	Soviet	crushing	
of	 the	 Prague	 Spring,	 and	 to	 launch	 the	 opening	 of	 the	
Bernie	 Taft	 Collection	 at	 the	 University	 of	 Melbourne	
Archives.	Entitled	“Bernie	Taft	and	1968:	Tanks	in	Prague,	
Turmoil	 in	 Australian	 Universities”,	 the	 symposium	
attracted	over	100	attendees	and	generated	robust	debate.		

One	contributor,	Max	Ogden,	a	long-time	Communist	Party	
activist,	 spoke	 on	 “The	CPA	 and	 the	 events	 of	 1968”.	He	
gave	a	general	overview	of	the	impact	of	the	Prague	Spring	
and	its	repression	on	the	Party	in	Victoria.	But	it	is	at	the	
overlooked	local	branch	level	that	some	of	the	most	vivid	
insights	 are	 gleaned	 into	 such	 momentous	 events.	 The	
following	is	derived	from	the	reports	of	“cottage”	meetings	
of	 the	 CPA’s	 Southern	 Section,	 an	 aggregate	 of	 smaller	
branches	 from	 Sandringham	 to	 Frankston.	 Their	
combined	membership	exceeded	100	but	fewer	than	two	
dozen	regularly	attended.	The	reports	were	written	by	an	
ASIO	 informant	 and	 are	 located	 in	 the	 personal	 files	 of	
Kath	 Gleeson,	 an	 Edithvale	 resident	 who,	 in	 June	 1968,	
became	manager	of	the	International	Bookshop.[1]	

The	first	occasion	at	which	the	Czech	crisis,	as	it	became	
known,	was	 raised	was	during	 a	 report	 on	Bernie	Taft’s	
overseas	trip	in	February/March	1968	when	he	attended	
a	 preparatory	 meeting	 of	 an	 international	 communist	
conference	in	Budapest.[2]	The	meeting	of	21	people	in	a	
Bonbeach	 home	 on	 8	 May	 1968	 heard	 that	 the	
Czechoslovak	 Communist	 Party	 was	 becoming	 highly	
critical	of	the	policies	of	the	Soviet	Union,	which	was	“not	
keeping	 abreast	 with	 the	 times	 because	 it	 was	 still	
favouring	 a	 Stalinist	 line”.[3]	 At	 this	 stage,	 there	was	 no	
discussion.	Nor	was	there	when,	at	the	3	July	meeting	the	
chairman,	 Jack	 O’Mara,	 spoke	 on	 the	 student	 revolt	 in	
France.	 He	 commented	 it	 was	 a	 spontaneous	 but	 badly	
organised	action	and,	while	he	agreed	with	their	right	to	
demonstrate,	he	was	“opposed	to	anarchy”.[4]	

It	 was	 at	 the	 31	 July	 meeting	 that	 branch	 members	
engaged	 in	 vigorous	 debate	 on	 “the	 present	 crisis	 in	
Czechoslovakia”.	 The	whole	 evening	was	 devoted	 to	 this	
issue.	By	now	the	CPA	National	Committee	had	made	its	
position	 clear.	 At	 a	 meeting	 on	 17	 July	 it	 issued	 a	 long	
statement	endorsing	the	Czech	Communist	Party’s	right	to	
self-determination.[5]	 On	 26	 July	 a	 meeting	 of	 senior	
Victorian	 cadres	 endorsed	 the	 National	 Committee	
statement.	Ron	Neave,	who	was	closely	aligned	to	Bernie	
Taft,	 argued	 at	 the	 branch	 meeting	 that,	 like	 the	 Czech	
party,	the	CPA	must	develop	its	policies	independent	from	
the	 Soviet	 Union,	 and	 in	 this	 way	 become	 a	 force	 for	
socialism	in	Australia.[6]	

According	 to	 the	 ASIO	 informant,	 a	 “heated	 discussion”	
ensued,	 with	 several	 members	 “adamant”	 that	 the	 CPA	
should	stand	firm	with	the	Soviet	Union	and	“back	it	to	the	
hilt”.	After	all,	said	one,	the	Russians	were	on	the	spot	and	

“knew	 exactly	what	was	 going	 on	 inside	 Czechoslovakia	
under	the	skilful	hands	of	C.I.A.	agents	working	…to	break	
the	Soviet	bloc.”	On	the	other	hand	–	and	here	we	see	a	gap	
emerging	 between	 the	 two	 positions	 –	 Boris	 Zgoda,	 a	
Czech,	insisted	that	his	people	were	entitled	to	freedom	of	
choice	in	their	path	to	socialism.[7]	

That	 gap	 became	 a	 gulf	 once	 the	 Soviet	 Union	 invaded	
Czechoslovakia.	 At	 a	 meeting	 at	 Gil	 Mackie’s	 Frankston	
home	on	28	August,	 less	 than	a	week	after	 the	 invasion,	
arguments	 erupted.	 Unbeknown	 to	 the	 other,	 two	 ASIO	
informants	were	present	and	each	submitted	a	report.	It	is	
worth	noting	in	passing	that	the	reports	differed	in	several	
ways:	the	duration	of	the	meeting,	the	number	present,	the	
order	of	discussion,	what	was	 said	 and	who	 spoke.	This	
suggests	 the	 need	 for	 circumspection	 when	 relying	 too	
heavily	on	the	apparent	verisimilitude	of	ASIO	informants’	
reports.	One	informant	correctly	identified	Kath	Gleeson;	
to	 the	 other	 she	 was	 “u/i	 [unidentified]	 female,	 45	 yrs,	
glasses…possibly	 works	 at	 International	 Bookshop”.[8]	
The	following	is	based	on	both	reports.	

The	host,	Gil	Mackie,	was	a	64-year	old	carpenter	born	in	
Glasgow	and	was	an	unrepentant	Stalinist.	He	stated	that	
the	 CPA	 was	 wrong	 to	 condemn	 Russia	 because	 Russia	
had	a	good	reason	to	be	in	Czechoslovakia:	the	resurgence	
of	 Nazism	 in	 West	 Germany.	 He	 argued	 that	 “a	 drastic	
situation	demanded	drastic	action”	and	was	convinced	by	
the	 Soviet	 Union’s	 explanation.[9]	 An	 “u/i	 female”	 then	
attacked	Mackie’s	statement,	stating	that	“if	 the	Russians	
had	good	reasons	 for	 invading	Czechoslovakia,	 then	they	
should	 tell	 the	 people”.	 Ron	Tilley	 agreed	 and	 they	 both	
expressed	 a	 view	 increasingly	 common	 in	 CPA:	 “if	
Australia	is	to	achieve	Socialism,	it	will	have	to	follow	the	
Czech.	 line”.	 Boris	 Zgoda	 ridiculed	 the	Russian	 excuse	 of	
protecting	its	borders	and	denounced	the	invasion	which,	
he	 said,	 was	 “for	 political	 considerations	 only”.	 Kath	
Gleeson	went	 further	 in	her	denunciation.	The	Russians,	
she	 reportedly	 said,	 “obviously	 disregarded	 reactions	 by	
other	 Communist	 Parties	 and	 had	 clearly	 indicated	 that	
they	were	dictators	who	cared	little	for	people’s	feelings”.	
Five	years	earlier	this	would	have	been	heretical.	

The	 contributions	 of	 several	 other	 comrades	 supporting	
and	 opposing	 the	 Soviet	 intervention	were	 reported	but	
perhaps	the	most	telling	comment	on	the	profound	impact	
of	the	Czechoslovakian	crisis	on	the	CPA	was	made	by	Ron	
Neave:	 “This	 type	 of	 discussion	 would	 not	 have	 been	
tolerated	by	the	Party	during	its	history,	and	up	until	only	
several	months	back,	any	objectors	to	Party	policy	would	
have	been	expelled.	He	said	it	was	a	relief	to	him	to	be	able	
to	realise	that	the	Party	had	progressed	to	the	stage	where	
it	allowed	open	criticism	of	policy	and	leadership”.	

Indeed,	 such	 openness	 and	 embrace	 of	 a	 plurality	 of	
opinion	within	 the	Communist	 Party	was	 epitomised	by	
the	October	1968,	No.	4	issue	of	Discussion:	A	Communist	
Forum	 on	 Australian	 and	 International	 Affairs.[10]	 This	
special	 78-page	 issue	 was	 devoted	 to	 Czechoslovakia.	 It	
included	 the	 full	 range	 of	 viewpoints	 on	 the	 issue,	
including	from	those	(such	as	Peter	Symon,	Jack	Henry,	Alf	
Watt	and	Edgar	Ross)	who	vehemently	disagreed	with	the	
majority	 National	 Committee	 position	 and	 later	 broke	

The	Communist	Party	and	the	Soviet	Union:	
Czechoslovakia,	1968	
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with	the	Party	to	form	the	Moscow-aligned	(and	financed)	
Socialist	 Party	 of	 Australia	 in	 1971.[11]	 The	 same	 issue	
also	 published	 35	 of	 the	 nearly	 100	 letters	 that	Tribune	
had	received	on	the	Czech	crisis.	There	was	no	censorship	
and,	today,	they	make	fascinating	reading.	

As	 Neave	 noted	 at	 the	 Frankston	 meeting,	 such	 open,	
vigorous,	 fearless	 debate	 was	 foreign	 to	 the	 Communist	
Party	 under	 the	 leadership	 of	 Lance	 Sharkey	 (1948-65).	
Under	 Laurie	 Aarons	 in	 Sydney	 and	 Bernie	 Taft	 in	
Melbourne	 –	 despite	 their	 protracted	 and,	 often,	 bitter	
political	 differences	 –	 the	 Party	 de-Stalinised	 itself.	 The	
events	 of	 50	 years	 ago,	 which	we	 commemorated	 on	 24	
August	2018,	were	a	significant	benchmark	in	that	process.	

Endnotes	
[1]	My	thanks	to	Jim	Gleeson	for	alerting	me	to	his	mother’s	three	ASIO	
files.	
[2]	Taft	spoke	to	the	Moorabbin	branch	of	the	CPA	on	the	subsequent,	
fractious	 International	 Conference	 of	 Communist	 Parties	 in	 Moscow,	
which	he	also	attended.	The	Czechs,	he	said,	were	“shouted	down	by	
the	Russians”	who	demanded,	too,	that	the	Australian	delegation	“keep	
quiet”.	 The	 mood	 in	 Moscow	 was	 echoed	 in	 Moorabbin:	 Gil	 Mackie	
“very	forcefully	attacked	TAFT”	and	“there	were	several	other	attacks	
on	TAFT”.	Report	No.	2082/69,	20	November	1969,	NAA:	A6119,	3373.	
[3]	Report	No.	913/68,	3	June	1968,	NAA:	A6119,	3373.		
[4]	Report	No.	1427/68,	12	August	1968,	NAA:	A6119,	3373.		
[5]	See	 “Australian	Party	Stand	on	Czechoslovakia	 Issue”	and	“Czechs	
Must	Decide	Own	Destiny:	 CPA”,	Tribune,	 24	 July	1968,	 pp.	 1,	 3.	 This	
issue	 contained	 a	 four-page	 supplement	 on	 the	 Czechoslovakian	
situation.	
[6]	Report	No.	1557/68,	22	August	1968,	NAA:	A6119,	3373.	
[7]	Ibid.	
[8]	 Reports	 No.	 1617/68,	 4	 September	 1968,	 and	 No.	 1630/68,	 6	
September	1968,	NAA:	A6119,	3373.	
[9]	 Fourteen	months	 later	Mackie	was	 still	 expressing	 his	 pro-Soviet	
views	“very	strongly”	and	“violently	disagreed”	with	 the	concept	 that	
socialist	 countries	 be	 permitted	 to	 pursue	 their	 own	 path	 without	
external	 interference.	Report	No.	2261/69,	22	December	1969,	NAA:	
A6119,	3373.	
[10]	The	first	issue	of	Discussion,	 in	March	1968,	invited	discussion	of	
the	CPA’s	“Charter	of	Democratic	Rights”,	which,	according	to	Taft	was	
“so	new	and	unorthodox”	that	 it	created	divisions	within	the	Party.	 It	
was	not	dissimilar	to	the	democratisation	and	“socialism	with	a	human	
face”	 proposed	 by	 Alexander	 Dubček.	 Bernie	 Taft,	Crossing	 the	 Party	
Line:	The	Memoirs	of	Bernie	Taft	(Melbourne:	Scribe,	1994),	152.	
[11]	 See	 W.J.	 Brown,	 What	 Happened	 to	 the	 Communist	 Party	 of	
Australia?	(Sydney:	Socialist	Unity	Committee,	1971).	

� 	

Rowan	Cahill	

Review	 of	 Jon	 Piccini,	 Evan	 Smith	 and	Matthew	Worley,	
eds,	The	Far	Left	In	Australia	Since	1945	(London	and	New	
York:	Routledge,	2019).	Paper	$49.99.	

At	the	outset,	a	few	comments.	First,	this	is	an	attractively	
designed	 book,	 not	 something	 associated	 with	 the	 bland	
churn	 mills	 of	 academic	 publishing.	 Second,	 while	 it	 is	
packaged	 in	 the	 usual	 academic	 publisher’s	 hugely	
expensive	hardbound	 library	edition,	 it	 is	also	available	 in	
affordable	paperback	and	eBook	formats.	Third,	the	astute	
reader	will	note	me	cited	in	a	few	footnotes	and	thanked	in	
the	acknowledgements,	so	as	a	reviewer	I’m	connected	with	
the	book.	Hence	this	explanation:	the	“thank	you”	is	due	to	
my	having	read	a	draft	of	the	editors’	Introduction	essay	and	
the	feedback	I	provided.	Given	the	editors	aimed	this	book	
at	a	wide	readership	–	academic,	general,	people	new	to	the	
era,	old	hands	–	 I	 thought	 they	delivered	an	astute,	 even-
handed	 introductory	 treatment	 of	 a	 complex	 era,	 its	
passions,	 enthusiasms,	 its	 politics,	 strategies	 and	 its	
factional	 complexities,	 some	 of	 which	 are	 still	 divisively	
alive.	I	stand	by	that	judgement.		

Now	a	quibble.	When	Australian	 leftist	commentators	use	
the	 term	 “Far	Right”	 today,	 it	 is	 generally	 in	 a	 derogatory	
way,	 shorthand	 to	 describe	 a	 gaggle	 of	 neo-nazis,	 fascists	
etcetera	of	a	thuggish	acid-in-your-face	kind,	racist	trolls,	a	
cyberspace	 of	 one-person-and-a-dog-flat-earth	 “parties”	
that	manage	 to	 jag	 the	 system	and	gain	 traction	amongst	
fake	news	devotees,	and	a	galaxy	of	their	combinations	and	
ilk.	 While	 there	 are	 Australian	 commentators	 of	 a	
Murdochian/Quadrantian	 kind	 who	 regard	 "Far	 Left"	 as	
anything	to	the	left	of	Genghis	Khan,	in	this	book	"Far	Left"	
refers	to	the	politics,	passions,	enthusiasms,	strategies	and	
formations	to	the	left	of	the	Australian	Labor	Party	(ALP),	
which,	 as	 is	 evident	 in	 this	 book,	 and	 generally	 speaking,	
was	 not	 "Far	 Left"	 in	 the	 same	 sense	 of	 the	 "Far	 Right",	
rather	 manifestations	 and	 expressions	 of	 good	 old	 social	
justice	issues,	concerns	for	human	decency,	and	pursuit	of	a	
better	world.	Indeed,	it	could	be	asked	just	where	does	the	
Australian	"Far	Left"	begin,	when,	as	evident	 in	 this	book,	
elements	of	the	left	of	the	ALP	and	the	left	beyond	the	ALP	
often	shared	the	same	political	space?		

As	noted	above,	the	Introduction	is	a	useful	account	of	the	
territory	covered	by	the	book	and	sets	the	context	for	the	
essays	 that	 follow.	 As	 the	 editors	 confidently	 assert	 and	
explain,	based	on	scholarly	research,	the	Communist	Party	
of	Australia	(CPA)	ended	World	War	II	robustly,	with	some	
20,000	 members,	 and	 with	 organisational	 and	 political	
clout.	 Despite	 the	 repressive	 Cold	War	 climate,	 the	 party	
“seeded	or	provided	 impetus”	 for	 the	emergence	of	other	
movements	 and	 organisations	 “steadfastly	 devoted	 to	 a	
better	 world”.	 Along	 with	 work	 in	 the	 trade	 union	
movement,	these	variously	struggled	“for	indigenous	rights,	
gender	equality,	 ending	 immigration	 restrictions,	 stopping	
the	 spread	 of	 nuclear	 weapons	 and	 fostering	 peace”,	
contributing	in	the	process	to	“reforms	that	have	changed	

The	Far	Left	In	Australia	
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Australia	 from	 the	 racist,	 sexist	 and	 parochial	 society	 of	
1945”.		

The	 fourteen	 chapters	 by	 sixteen	 authors	 that	 follow,	
variously	illustrate,	reinforce,	and	inform	this.	However,	the	
CPA	did	not	remain	the	robust	outfit	it	was,	and	post-1945	
went	into	decline,	especially	following	the	“Secret	Speech”	of	
Soviet	leader	Nikita	Khrushchev	and	the	Soviet	invasion	of	
Hungary	 in	 1956,	 and	 in	 the	 1960s	 the	 impacts	 of	 Euro-
communism	 on	 the	 Party	 and	 the	 Soviet	 invasion	 of	
Czechoslovakia	 (1968).	 The	 Party	 eventually	 voted	 to	
dissolve	itself	in	1991.	The	decline	and	end	of	the	CPA	are	a	
seminal	 part	 of	 the	 book’s	 discussion,	 as	 are	 the	
ramifications	and	morphings	of	this	process.		

There	 is	 a	 lot	going	on	 in	 this	book,	 actually	 too	much	 to	
encapsulate	in	a	brief	review.	Much	of	the	content	is	either	
new,	 or	 adds	 nuances	 to	 previous	 understandings	 of	 the	
period,	if	not	outright	challenges.	All	of	the	contributions	are	
based	on	significant	original	research,	and	as	the	extensive	
endnotes	 to	 each	 chapter	 indicate,	 they	 are	 not	
confectionary	cut-and-pastes	from	secondary	sources.		

Overall,	the	striking	feature	of	this	book	is	the	way	it	goes	
beyond	the	simplistic,	bland	and	sweeping	strokes	of	much	
commentary	and	analysis	of	the	period	studied,	yes,	even	in	
scholarly	 discourses.	 The	 authors	 and	 their	 chapters	
variously	 demonstrate	 that	 the	 tumult	 of	 the	 period,	 the	
social	 movements,	 the	 protests,	 the	 issues,	 the	 various	
struggles	for	social	justice,	the	splits	that	wracked	the	CPA,	
were	 complex	and	nuanced.	What	 transpired	did	not	 just	
occur,	did	not	just	happen,	but	gestated	and	emerged	out	of	
complex	 local	 and	 national	 processes.	 When	 there	 were	
transnational	 influences,	 and	 there	 were,	 these	 were	
influences,	 reimagined,	 reinterpreted,	 and	 ameliorated	 by	
the	rootedness	of	the	lives	of	people	and	their	experiences.	
There	 was	 no	 lock-step	 international	 puppeteering	 or	
mimicry.		

Pressed	to	describe	the	book	simply,	it	is	a	nuanced	study	of	
Australian	leftism	post–1945	offering	much	of	relevance	to	
the	present	and	future.	If	it	gets	the	circulation	and	sales	it	
deserves,	it	will	be	mined	by	researchers	for	years	to	come,	
for	it	is	a	mother	lode.	Read	thoughtfully,	it	also	has	much	to	
offer	activists.		

� 	

Robert	Pascoe	

Review	of	Charlie	Fox,	Bobbie	Oliver,	and	Lenore	Layman,	
eds,	 Radical	 Perth,	 Militant	 Fremantle	 (WA:	 Black	 Swan	
Press,	 Curtin	 University,	 2017).	 [Paper	 $30.00	 Available	
from	Charlie	Fox].	

Behind	 the	 endless	 suburban	 fences	 and	 its	 neat	
“registered	 lawns”,	 Perth	 does	 indeed	 possess	 a	 radical	
heart,	 and	 this	 book	 attempts	 to	 document	 30	 or	 so	
moments	 of	 revolutionary	 outburst	 in	 one	 of	 Australia’s	
allegedly	more	 acquiescent	 communities.	 Some	 of	 these	
moments	 are	 well-known	 to	 historians	 in	 the	 dreaded	
"Eastern	 States"	 (such	 as	 the	 1919	 lumpers	 strike	 in	

Fremantle,	 Katherine	 Susannah	 Prichard’s	 campaigns,	
Fremantle’s	counter-culture)	while	others	have	remained	
unnoticed	 outside	 local	 folklore	 (the	 activism	 of	 John	
Curtin	at	the	Worker,	the	Snake	Pit	in	the	late	1950s,	Guy	
Hamilton’s	 deinstitutionalisation	 program	 of	 the	 late	
1960s	 and	 1970s).	 These	 are	 six	 typical	 vignettes	 from	
this	book.	

The	 book	 was	 inspired	 by	 the	 equivalent	 volume	 on	
radical	Melbourne	by	 Jeff	Sparrow	and	Jill	Sparrow,	with	
the	three	co-editors	(all	prominent	local	labour	historians)	
answering	the	challenge	of	identifying	moments	in	Perth	
and	 Fremantle	 history	 that	 stood	 out	 as	 high	 points	 of	
public	activism.	Of	course,	Perth	(less	so,	Fremantle)	has	
been	 continuously	 redeveloped	 during	 its	 successive	
mining	 booms,	 so	 the	 physical	 fabric	 of	 locales	 where	
these	episodes	took	place	is	much	harder	to	discern	than	
elsewhere	 in	 urban	 Australia.	 This	 leads	 to	 some	
interesting	 mistakes	 in	 the	 book.	 For	 example,	
Northbridge	is	described	as	a	radical	location	in	1931	(p.
53),	 but	 did	 not	 even	 exist	 until	 the	 1990s!	 (It	 was	
originally	 a	 no-man’s-land	 to	 the	 northern	 end	 of	 the	
central	 city,	 rather	 like	 Brisbane’s	 Fortitude	 Valley	 or	
Melbourne’s	Little	Lon.	Its	very	naming,	in	fact,	signified	its	
moment	of	gentrification.)		

Another	difficulty	with	Perth	radicalism	is	how	it	might	be	
contrasted	with	radicalism	in	other	parts	of	Australia,	and	
this	book	only	tangentially	touches	on	this	question.	The	
short	 answer	 is	 that	 Perth’s	 radicalism	 is	 closely	
associated	with	 the	Western	 Australian	 cycles	 of	 booms	
and	busts.	In	the	1890s	the	Kalgoorlie	goldrushes	brought	
“tothersiders"	 to	 the	 colony	 and	 nudged	 it	 leftwards;	 so	
too	in	the	1930s,	in	the	1960s	and	in	the	recent	boom	of	
the	 2000s.	 As	 the	 former	 editor	 of	 Perth’s	 conservative	
daily	newspaper,	Paul	Murray,	put	it	in	an	ABC	radio	show	
in	 2011:	 "The	 money	 from	 this	 new	 boom	 isn't	 being	
spread	 equally….	 I	 mean,	 there's	 much	 more	 focus	 this	
time	around	on	the	two-speed	economy,	so	those	who	are	
being	left	out	are	very	grumpy	about	it."	(interviewed	by	
Geraldine	Doogue,	"Saturday	Extra",	21	December	2011).	

A	third	problem	with	the	book	is	that	 it	 tends	to	neglect	
quite	 important	 radicals	 who	 happened	 not	 to	 be	
associated	 with	 the	 30	 episodes	 documented.	 Another	
book	 would	 be	 needed	 to	 do	 justice	 to	 the	 following	
people	(all	deceased)	and	others	like	them.	The	historian	
Tom	Stannage	proposed	 an	 Indigenous	 view	of	Western	
Australian	 history	 that	 was	 directly	 at	 odds	 with	 the	
colonial-settler	account.		Nun	Veronica	Brady	was	part	of	a	
left-wing	Catholic	group	called	"Ecclesia"	that	tried	to	re-
establish	 an	 early	 form	 of	 the	 Church.	 Controversial	
playwright	 George	 Blazevich	 is	 honoured	 by	 an	 annual	
award	 in	 his	 name	 for	 new	 writers.	 Social	 worker	 Jean	
Teasdale	 established	 "oral	 history"	 in	 suburban	Perth	 in	
1978	as	a	way	of	giving	voice	to	the	marginal.	Like	Curtin,	
Irene	Greenwood	and	Prichard,	who	justly	have	a	place	in	
this	 current	 volume,	 these	 local	 radicals	 stood	 up	 in	 a	
community	where	contrarian	ideas	were	rarely	welcome.	

Robert	 Pascoe	 is	Dean	Laureate	 and	 a	 Professor	 of	History	 at	
Victoria	 University,	 Melbourne.	 He	 worked	 at	 Murdoch	
University	in	Perth	from	1974	to	1981.	
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� 	

This	 new	 anthology,	 edited	 by	 Melbourne	 historian	
Iain	 McIntyre,	 has	 been	 published	 by	 Oakland's	 PM	
Press.	 From	 the	 1870s	 through	 to	 the	 1940s,	 hoboes	
played	 a	 crucial	 and	 largely	 neglected	 role	 in	 the	
creation	of	not	only	America’s	infrastructure,	industry,	
and	agriculture	but	also	its	culture,	politics,	and	music.	
Dozens	of	stories,	poems,	songs,	and	articles	produced	
by	 hoboes	 are	 brought	 together	 in	 a	 416	 page	
collection	 to	 provide	 an	 insiders’	 history	 of	 the	
subculture’s	 rise	and	 fall.	From	 iconic	 Bigures	such	as	
socialist	 novelist	 Jack	 London,	 Industrial	 Workers	 of	
the	 World	 songsmith	 Joe	 Hill	 and	 bluesman	 Blind	
Lemon	 Jefferson	 through	 to	 little	 known	 musicians	
and	correspondents	for	the	likes	of	the	Hobo	News,	the	
authors	and	songwriters	contained	 in	On	the	Fly!	run	
the	 full	 gamut	 of	 Hobohemia’s	 wide	 cultural	 and	
geographical	embrace.	The	compendium	is	aided	by	a	
glossary	 of	 hobo	 vernacular	 and	 numerous	
illustrations	 and	photos.	 https://secure.pmpress.org/
index.php?l=product_detail&p=932		

� 	
		
The	Inaugural	Ken	Inglis	Memorial	Lecture	

All	 the	Things	We	Cannot	See:	The	Dunera	story	and	
the	challenge	of	visual	history	

Wednesday	12	December	2018		
5.30–7.00pm,	followed	by	light	refreshments.	

Professor	Jay	Winter,	Professor	of	History,	Yale	University	
APCD	 Lecture	 Theatre,	 Hedley	 Bull	 Centre	 (#130),	
corner	of	Garran	Road	and	Liversidge	Street,	Acton	ACT	
2601.	
		
Dunera	Lives	posited	 that	visual	material	 is	 the	archival	
text	out	of	which	the	narrative	emerges.	Following	W.	G.	
Sebald’s	 Austerlitz,	 this	 approach	 to	 historical	 writing	
entails	 traps	 as	well	 as	 opportunities.	What	 is	 there	 in	
the	Dunera	 story	 that	 is	 either	 left	 out	 or	 expressed	 in	
ambiguous	 ways	 by	 adopting	 a	 visual	 approach?	 This	
lecture	 offers	 a	 modest	 assessment	 of	 what	 historians	
can	 know	 and	 what	 they	 cannot	 know	 through	 an	
exclusively	visual	approach	to	narrating	the	past.	
		
About	the	lecture	series:	
This	 inaugural	 lecture	 honours	 the	 life	 and	 work	 of	
Kenneth	 Stanley	 Inglis,	 AO,	 distinguished	 Australian	
historian,	who	passed	away	on	1st	December	2017.	After	
completing	an	MA	at	the	University	of	Melbourne	and	a	
PhD	at	Oxford,	Ken	spent	the	major	part	of	his	career	at	
the	 ANU.	 Future	 lectures	 in	 the	 series	 will	 alternate	
annually	 between	 the	 ANU	 and	 the	 University	 of	
Melbourne.	
		
RSVP:	 https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/all-the-things-
we-cannot-see-public-lecture-tickets-51946056052			

� 	

The	Friends	of	the	Black	Powder	Mill	have	received	the	
culture,	arts	and	tourism	award	in	the	inaugural	We	Are	
Brimbank	Awards.	Our	 congratulations	 to	 the	Friends,	
and	to	Melbourne	Branch	member,	Kevin	Davis,	for	this	
achievement.	The	group	was	 instrumental	 in	 ensuring	
the	 survival	 of	 the	 Black	 Powder	 Mill.	 The	 last	
remaining	building	from	four	hundred	or	so	that	made	
up	the	Albion	Explosives	Factory,	Deer	Park	(Cairnlea)	
Victoria,	the	mill	initially	produced	explosives	for	WWII.	
The	 Mill	 received	 an	 Engineering	 Heritage	 National	
Marker	in	2017.		

The	Black	Powder	Mill	(photographer	unknown).	
		

� 	

The	 Melbourne	 Branch	 has	 just	 uploaded	 Ken	
Mansell’s	meticulously-researched	and	insightful	1991	
paper	 examining	 the	 emergence	 of	 political	 and	
cultural	 radicalism	 in	 “sixties”	Melbourne.	 The	 paper	
adds	 signiBicantly	 to	 the	 study	 of	 a	 turbulent	 decade	
and	the	rise	of	the	new	social	movements.		

Mansell	 has	 drawn	 upon	 a	 vast	 array	 of	 primary	
source	 material	 from	 the	 period.	 A	 forensically	
detailed	 chronological	 narrative	 is	 developed	 to	
support	 an	 original	 sociological	 explanation	 for	 the	
emergence	 of	 sixties	 radicalism.	 The	 article	 can	 be	
found	 here:	 http://labourhistorymelbourne.org/
student-radicalism/					

� 	

President:	Peter	Love	pjlove@me.com		
Vice	President:	Liam	Byrne	liam.byrne@unimelb.edu.au		

Secretary:	Brian	Smiddy	[Tel:	9435	5145]	
Treasurer:	Phillip	Deery	phillip.deery@vu.edu.au		
Website:	haps://labourhistorymelbourne.org		

Facebook:	haps://www.facebook.com/LabourHistoryMelbourne		
Instagram:	instagram.com/labourhistorymelbourne	

Recorder	is	published	three	cmes	a	year.		The	opinions	of	the	
contributors	are	their	own	and	not	necessarily	those	of	the	editor	or	
execucve	of	the	ASSLH,	Melbourne	Branch.	Send	all	contribucons	and	

queries	to	the	editor,	Julie	Kimber	(jkimber@swin.edu.au).		

Recorder	is	published	with	the	generous	help	of	Ellen	and	Brian	
Smiddy,	Phillip	Deery,	Peter	Love,	Susanne	Provis,	and	Kevin	Davis.
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