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REHEHBER 8 BOORS DAY
on ■

LABODR DAY : MONDAY 12th MARCH 1990

at 2.30piii
MELBOURNE GENERAL CEMETERY

8 HOURS WORK

8 HOURS REST

8 HOURS RECREATION
>

A SHORT MARCH froin LYGON STREET, ENTRANCE
to

THE GRAVE OF PIONEER, JAMES STEPHENS, LED BY AN IRISH PIPER
AT THE GRAVE THE MEMORIAL MEETING HILL BE ADDRESSED BY

Gerry Hand MHR (Minister for Aboriginal Affairs)
CHAIRMAN, JOHN ARROHSMITH

THE GRAVE HAS BEEN REFURBISHED BY THE
BUILDING HORKERS INDUSTRIAL UNION

. ASSISTED by FINANCES from SEVEN UNIONS
CELEBRATE THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE SHORTER WORKING DAY

A WORLD FIRST

BY THE BUILDING TRADES IN VICTORIA

We hope you will make every effort to join us on March 12th.

Forthe Society Executive&Members, s^^^TARY
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Mr John Soddinglon. ossiitont secretary of (he Building Workers Industrial Union, examines overgrown graves in Mclboiimc General Cemetery.

THE GRAVES OF THE PIONEERS OF THE 8 HOURS DAY

The graves of many of t±ie pioneers of tiie 8 hours movement in Victoria are in

the General Cemetary. The sites were inspected by the Assistant Secretary of the
Mr Saddington, Mr Ixsdge and his son, v^o are renovating the grave and
sane members of the labour History Society.

In the time since these gravestones were constructed, more than 100 years ago,
wear and tear has shown, particularly with the soft sandstone; still the granite
and basalt parts of the structure renain in good condition.

At this stage the

renovation will be centered on James Stephens' grave. We will spend $4,000 on the
renovations and the placing of a plaque on the gravestone.

The B.W.I.U. will

generously cover the financial shortfall with assistance fran other unions.

We

have $750 fran seven unions vdio contributed to our appeal.

It will be a renovated grave at our memorial service on Monday, 12 March,
1990. It is hoped readers will join our short march fran the Lygon Street Entrance
to the Cemetary. We will be led by a piper.

MAY DAY : SPECIAL EDITION OF RECORDER

To celebrate the centenary of May Day, we will be producing a special
Recorder.

We will get 20,000 copies printed each costing $1.

An

committee, of Jack Hutson, Dick Curlewis and Mark Doyle, with John Arrowsmith as

convenor and editor; has gathered very interesting material, particularly of its
origin in Chicago in 1886 and material assembled in Italy.

I „>i,L

-
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THE AUSTRALIAN BANK EMPLOYEES UNICW
A HISTORY OF THE UNICW

The A.B.E.U. is seeking an historian to research and complete a history of
the banking union.

Interested people should contact Tony Beck at the Federal

Office at 17 Drummond Street, Chrlton.

The relevant phone nijmber is 662 3577.

Most people, not only bank clerks, would be interested in such a history.
The transformation of the banking industry in the last twenty years has affected
the QTiployees of the banks.

It also has affected its clients.

The banks were

■ once the guardians of the savings of the depositors and also they were the main

providers of credit for home purchases.

Their slogan was 'SAVE'.

Even at

school the first period in the week, on Monday morning, was spent by the teacher

collecting the savings of the children.

Now of course their slogan is 'SPESID'.

To enter a bank is to be eidiorted to spend and spend.
The bank organisation in the past was rigid.
He was carefully selected.

The bank employee was male.

Then he moved from one step at a time, frcm junior

clerk, to ledger keeper, to teller, to accountant and finally to the pinnacle of

bank manager.
salary scale.

Supervised closely, he could not marry until he reached a certain
The banks themselves were citadels of rectitude.

If the bank

clerk was interested in unions, or in the Labour Movement he had little future
in the bank.

Banking has been transformed particularly in the past ten years.

Prior to

the entrance of foreign banlcs into the Australian financial sector, the local
ones amalgamated to four large and powerful institutions.
maximise

profit.

conputerised.

customers.

They

became

competitive.

Its

Electric Auto-banks now serve the public.

They want the wealthy.

Their aim was to

operations

have

been

The banks target their

It gives credit, extensive credit, to

tycoons and entrepreneurs v^ose business is either share manipulation or on
selling off the component parts of their purchases.

Also its staff has changed.

work part-time.

Now it is more likely to be a woman vdio may

Since 1975 banks have recruited three women for each man

recorLted.
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When foreign banks entered the Australian financial scene, they had to
agree that they would accept trade union organization, industrial awards,
consultation on health, safety and technology, equality of opportunity, and the
training and recruitment of local onployees.

So with 75,000 members, 80% of the banking staff was reported as A.B.E.U.
members. Ibis is very different from the USA. The American banking unions are
among the most poorly organised and least effective in the world. Citibank is a

large American bank with more than 60,000 staff in 2,500 offices in ninety-five
. countries.

Its attitude was shown in an internal manager's guide which

declared, "The management of Citibank firmly believes that the best interest of
all Citibankers are served without the presence of unions."

Ben Chifley, in his minority report as a member of the 1936 Royal

Canmission on Monetary and Banking Systems in Australia, argued that banking had
a special status in its relationship to the rest of the econony. He said,

"Banking differs from another form of business, because any action - good or bad
- by a banking system affects almost every phase of national life. A banking
policy should have one aim - service for the general good of the community. The
making of profit is not necessary to such a policy.

in my opinion the best"

service to the community can be given only by a banking syston from which the

profit motive is absent and thus, in practice, only by a system entirely under
national control."

Ihat is how the Labour Movement regarded Money Itower. This is all changed.
For those who are customers of the banks and that is most people it is important

to know what is happening in the banking world.

The A.B.E.U. already

ccmmissioned 'The Money Masters' by Ian Reinecke. This history will complement
it.

iuBMbiia
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FREETHOUGHT HALLS IN AUSTE?ALIA AND NEW ZEALAND
NIGEL H SINNOTT

During the 1880's freethought and secular scx:ieties proliferated in New

Zealand and the Australian colonies vAiich were enjoying a period of relative
prosperity and attracting a steady stream of migrants fron Britain and Ireland.
A number of the migrants - particularly miners - were freethinkers, and the
spread of heterodox ideas was encouraged by radical booksellers who iitported
secularist literature from Britain and the Uiited States, and also by the work
of freethought lecturers and writers like W W Collins, Wallace Nelson and Joseph
Symes vho came out fron Britain.

The 'golden age' of colonial freethought came to an end with the trade
depression of the 1890's vhich severely retarded local economic activity until
the beginning of the twentieth century.

While the good times lasted, however,

and even began to decline, seme of the freethought organisations were able to
build premises of their own - useful assets in an age v^en it could be difficult
to hire public halls for heretical purposes.

I have confined myself in this account to buildings specifically erected by
freethinkers for their use during the nineteenth century, and have excluded

pranises that were raited or bought.
New Zealand led the way with the Freethought Lyceum in Dowling Street,
Dunedin, constructed on the foundations of an early church.

It was conmissioned

by the Dunedin Freethought Association, designed by J A Bumside, built by Henry
1

Martin, and cost $3,500.

Hie Lyceum hall was a substantial

brick building,

with a classical facade and statues of Liberty and Justice on top of the

pediment.

The foundation stone was laid by Mrs John Logan en 15 October 1881.

It was a wet Saturday afternoon, but 3,000 people gathered to see the stone laid
and listen to a speech by the Honorable Robert (later Sir Robert) Stout, v^o

afterwards became pronier of New Zealand.

The hall was completed and opened on

31 April 1882.^
The

Dunedin

freethinkers

(an

uneasy

alliance

spiritualists) lost control of their hall in 1889.

of

rationalists

and

It iDecame the City Hall.

The building enjoyed a period of popularity at the Alhambra (later Kings)
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Theatre, then became a dance hall and auction roans.

More recently it went

through a long period of neglect before being demolished in early 1989.

Its

destruction is a significant loss to the architectural history of New Zealand.
The site is now a car park, although the foundations (basanent) still remain as
the site is on a slope.

The first freethinkers' hall to be built in Australia was in Newcastle, New
South Wales, vhere the Newcastle branch of the Australasian Secular Association

erected a weatherboard Hall of Science in Darby Street. It was built by Ackraan
and Morris and cost $800. The Hall was opened on 23 November 1884 by 29 year-

old Ada Campbell,^ one of the first Australian-bom freethought lecturers. It
was visited by most of the other prominent freethinkers of the period, and Isaac

Selby records that he spoke there on 'Under the Southern Ctoss, or the coming
Republic' (6 January 1889) - his last lecture before turning Christain.

The site of the Newcastle Hall of Science is now occupied by government
offices.

IVra attenpts were made to build halls in Queensland.

At the end of 1887 a

prospectus was issued for a Brisbane Lyceum Hall Catpany,^ but I am not aware
that it succeeded in erecting a building. In February 1890 the Gympie Secular ■
Association launched a Gympie Secular Hall Ganpany with a capital of $1,000 in

$1 shares,^ but by this time the economic climate was already looking cloudy.
In 1889 the Melbourne branch of the Australasian Secular Association built

its Hall of Science in Victoria Parade, Fitzroy (an inner suburb).

It was a

brick building, designed by Thomas O Roper and built by Cohen, Shiith & Ellis.

It cost about $4,350 (including land). The manorial stone was laid by 31 March
and the Hall opened on 12 May 1889 lay Joseph Symes.

Symes lost control of the

building after a court case in 1891 and regained it in 1897 vdien it was bought
for him by Dr Samuel Peacock.

Symes renamed it the Freethought Hall and

relinquished it in 1904 v^en he gave up his propaganda work in Victoria. At one

stage the building vas a skating rink but in 1913 it vas bought by Archbishop
Daniel Mannix for St Vincent's Hospital and was renamed Brenan Hall (after

Alderman J Brenan of the Druids Friendly Society). It served as an outpatients'
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department until 1956 vAien it vas refurbished as a hall, and is still used as

such by the Hospital.^
Sydney freethinkers also wanted a building of their own.

In 1887 the local

branch of the Australasian Secular Association established a Sydney Freehtought
Hall Company with Ebenezer Skinner as chairman and Joseph G Rose as secretary.
Ihe Ccaipany bought a site in Campbell Street and in 1889 the directors accepted
designs by Mr E Evans for vhat was formally named the Sydney Lyceum (directories
call it the Lyceum Hall), but later on was normally referred to as the
Freethought Hall.

Skinner was asked to lay the foundation stone but declined in

favour of his son-in-law, William Whitehouse Collins.

The stone was laid on 26

January 1890, the same hot day as the opening of St Mary's Catholic Cathedral.
(Symes and Archbishop Carr of Melbourne left for Sydney on the same trainI)

Work then ground to a halt because the Ooipany's directors v\^re unable to
borrow sufficient funds.

After much difficulty the Association and the Hall

Company were able to resume work in February 1892.

Skinner died in March and

Collins had moved to New Zealand, but Collins returned to Sydney to open the
Freethought Hall on 31 July 1892 in the presence of a large assenbly which

included Symes (from Melbourne); Wallace Nelson (from Brisbane); William Pratt
(president of the Canterbury Freethought Association); A D McLaren, William

• Willis, George Wood and William Lorando Jones (imprisoned for blasphemy at
Parramatta in 1871).

It was probably the last major gathering of colonial

secularism.

The Freethought Hall was finished just in time for the worst of the
economic depression.

It survived 1893, vhen even sane banks and churches shut

their doors; but it had been built mainly on loans and promissory notes, aind in

August 1895 the Freethought Hall Company was forced to sell the building.

"Nearly $6,000 worth of property gone for $2,200," George Wood ccmmented sadly.
It was bought by the Disciples of Christ and became the City Temple.

When I

first drafted this curticle I assumed that the Sydney building, with its ornate
but tasteful facade, had been pulled down years ago.

How wrong I was!

It was

well looked after and remained a church until the late 1970's v^en it became the

offices of the Church of Chirst's social services department.

In 1985 the
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(Siurch sold the building and it becaine the offices of Norman Gibson & Company,
solicitors. Its modem numbering is 69 Campbell Street.

The halls described here may not be a complete list of those built in the

nineteenth century. I think by now I would have cane across references to any
others erected in Australia, but I cannot say the same of New Zealand.

The

halls we know about were pretty modest affairs, ccmparable with mechanics'
institutes and nonconformist chapels of the period. The Melbourne and Newcastle

halls were unpretentious; those in Dunedin and Sydney were more decorated,
rather like the Leicester Secular Hall (1881) in England. But none of them was

on the scale of the five-storey TriOmas Paine Manorial Hall in the United States,
v^ich cost $75,000 v^en it ves built in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1875

In 1890 Isaac Selby, who had once been a secretary of the Dunedin

Freethought Association, celebrated his conversion to 'primitive Christianity'
by writing a booklet called Fran Atheism to Christianity and what I learnt on

thg wsy (Melbourne). In it he quoted Cardinal Newman's words, "infidelity has
only the torch to bum but not the trowel to build."

In Australia and New

Zealand, at any rate, the free-thinkers did have the trowel to build, but not

the resources and expertise to hang on to the fmits of their labours during a
major recession.
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NOTES

1

Diirensions. Approximate measurements (width of facade by depth of building
by height) of the various halls are as follows:

Dunedin, 14.5 x 25.5 x 13.5 metres;
Melbourne, 18 x 27.5 x 12 metres;
Newcastle, 9.5 x 19 x 4.25 metres;

Sydney, 12 x 15 x 13 metres; (very approximately).

2

For the Dunedin Lyceum see 'Profanum Vulgas' [H H Pearce], NZ Rationalist
(Auckland) September 1939, June & August 1941; and L Galer, Bricks and
Mortar: p22. lois Galer is preparing a detailed account of the building.

3

Newcastle Morning Herald 24 November, 1884: pp2-3.

4

Liberator (Melbourne) 1 January 1888: p83.

.5

Liberator (Melbourne) 29 March 1890: pi547.

6

For a detailed account of the Melbourne Hall see Sinnott, Recorder number
156, March 1989: pp8-12.

7

I hope to write a separate, full account of the Sydney Hall in 1992.

JOHN OJRTIN
by KEITH CRISP
John Curtin was bom at Creswick on the Eighth day of January 1885. He was

the son of an Irishman, a policeman at Creswick. It was a society which was in

the throes of great change. The gold boon had ended in Victoria, the campaign
to unlock the land had great success in many areas of the colony, but a
catastrophic depression was locxning and the great industrial disputes were
coming, the Nineties with violence against union men, lockouts and jailings. In
the same town of Creswick W G Spence had founded the Miners Association (1878)
and later the Australian Shearers Union.

In the town the manory of the miners vrfio perished in the Australasian Mine

disaster was still painful in the minds of the people of the township.(1882).
Without a doubt, his early impressions of life in Creswick oriented him to the

life of struggle that lay ahead of him. By the age of twenty he was a member of

the Victorian Socialist Party, at the age of twenty-six he was the Secretary of
the Timber Workers Union, no light burden in timber canps to go to in the bush
attending to the needs of his members.
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In November 1928 he won the seat of Fronantle, a swinging seat, lost it in
the Scullin debacle of '31, but regained it in '33 and held it until his death
in Parliament House at Canberra in 1945 on the 5th. July.
When Curtin took office as Prime Minister of 33:d October 1941 he faced the

worst prospect ever, he had been given a job no one wanted.
The threat of Japanese invasion was real, the time table for it was known
in Australia for sane time before Curtin became Prime Minister and was the

reason viiy he got it.

The state of defence of the nation was appalling, the

task he took was almost certain defeat, disaster and Japanese occupation.
It) lead the nation - defenceless, disarmed, - on land, in the air, on the

sea, into safety in a few short months, was impossible, yet this is what he did.

Two years before he died, he could have said "I took a nation facing defeat at
the hands of an enany who had sworn to invade, subjugate, and physically
annihilate this people.

I found the means to defend and 'hold out till the tide

turned' this is vtot I premised on the 26th day of December 1941, and this was
what I did."

But John Curtin never said that although he might well and

truthfully have done so.
modest man.

He did not do so because he was, by nature a most

A man without conceit, a man without deceit, vho was satisfied to

have been able to do what he had set out to do, what he had said he was
determined to do.

As a man and as a politician he must rank as the greatest of all those who

have attained high office, he had the ability to cope with all the types of

people, v^o hang around the seats of power, v^o seek personal gain and

advantage. He coped with then for the sake of the job in hand, whether to his
liking or otherwise they were there, they were part of the job.
He saw his job as the saving of his country in its hour of gravest peril.
He saw the job through even at the risk of his own life, v^ich in the end he
gave up in the task.

In that there was a lot of his upbringing in the little

town of Creswick, made up of gold-miners vAio never hesitated to risk their lives
or safety for others.
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BOOK REVIEW

by LYLE ALLAN

Stuart Maclntyre and Richard Mitchell (Eds), Foundations of Arbitration.

The

Origins and Effects of State Ocxnpulsory Arbitration 1890-1914, Melbourne, Oxford
University Press, 1989.

RRP $AU24.95

Tlie process by viiich industrial disputes are settled in Australia, in the

form of a syston of state-sanctioned arbitration, is arguably unique among
developed countries.

This system has its origins in the 1890's, and is

presently the subject of a small yet inportant area of academic inquiry.

The

"recently published Foundations of Arbitration edited by Stuart Maclntyre and
Richard Mitchell from the University of Melbourne and published by Oxford
ttiiversity Press, is a worthy addition to the literature on this subject.

This book largely ccmprises an edited collection of papers delivered at the

'Foundation of Arbitration' Conference held at the University of Melbourne on 25
and 26 May 1987.

Maclntyre and Mitchell is particularly valuable at present,

with the debate over continued operation or reform of the arbitration system
likely to be a key item on the political agenda throughout the 1990's.

The 'New

Right' currently argue that 'market forces' and individual 'contracts' should

replace institutionalised award determination.

Seme unionists argue that

'industrial muscle' exercised by militant trade unions can achieve more for
.workers under a syston of collective bargaining.

In practice most trade unions

have been prepared to work through and defend the arbitration system.

There is

probably little difference between contanporary arguments about arbitration and
those used to both defend and oppose the system at its creation.
Richard Mitchell credits Kingston in South Austalia and Reeves in New

Zealand as the architects of Australian arbitration.

Basically, this involves

the creation of tribunals, the regulation of eiployer associations and trade
unions, and a

systaii of administration.

The Australian

system

had

its

antecedents in British ideas (but not practices) of faimeaa and of a miniimmi

wage.

Australian arbitration frequently gave such ideas practical recognition

in the form of legislative and judicial recognition.

A list of State Bills and

Acts (in fact Colonial prior to 1901) in the text is especially useful.
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Any proper analysis of arbitration in Aiastralia must explain v^y the
system, vrfien it was adopted, met with such general acceptance.

Political labour

was not a powerful force before 1900, and in any case the upper houses in all
Oolonial legislatures were either elected on a very restricted franchise or (in
the case of New South Wales and Queensland) consisted of noninated rather than

elected

manbers.

Labour,

both

industrial

and

political,

arbitration's strongest supporter, could not hope to win alone.

in

general

It was only

because anployers and the landed gentry were prepared to accede to legislative
demands for arbitration that the system achieved fruition.

Its operation,

however, vas initially restricted to a few industries.

The distinguished labour historian Brian Fitzpatrick suggested that class

conflict was the most important factor in explaining arbitration.
that arbitration
successes over

was a

the

means

workers

in

by v^ich employers

could

the

1890 and

strikes

between

He suggested

consolidate their
1894.

Stuart

Maclntyre recognises the contribution of Fitzpatrick, but he ably suggests that

arbitration's beginnings, while complex, have as much to do with political
factors as being merely a consequence of class conflict.

Maclntyre suggests it

was liberals on the non-Labor side of politics v^o made arbitration possible at
a time the anployers were not organised.

Hnployer organisations, as Plowman

suggests, were slow to recognise the significance of arbitration.

Rickard,

vrtiile suggesting that arbitration imposed a 'repression' of class consciousness,
makes the point that the defeated unions supported it because it placed than at

least in a better position than they would have been without it. Later employer
objections to arbitration in fact strengthened the system.

Paradoxically legal

challenges by employers in the High Court after 1901 greatly increased the role
of cirbitration by placing much of the work-force within the coverage of federal
arbitration awards.

The theoretical chapters suggest that pluralism was a greater influence on

arbitration than Marxism.

The relevance of socialist thought in the development

of Australian arbitration was minimal.

As Metin suggested 'heavies' in the

Australian labour movonent were socialists without doctrine.

Many union

officials and Labor parliamentarians v^o strongly supported arbitration in the
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t±ie 1890's became, in ALP folk-lore, party 'rats* in 1916 vdien they deserted the
party over conscription.

Holman and W G Spence.

Among the best known of these were W M Hughes, W A

The fact that such people once supported arbitration

does not mean that the system is 'bad' as ultra-lefts in seme of the fringe
Trotskyite parties are keen to argue.

It is more inportant to look at the

representativeness of the syston and the way in fac± it recxanciles the interests

of conpeting groups.
The most fashionable criticism of arbitration today comes from those who
regard it as 'corporatist'.

Hiis cnritioism is frequently made about the Hawke

government and its wages Accord with the ACTJ.

A comparison is even made

between the Hawke government and Mussolini's Italy.

In Fascist Italy's

'corporate state' big 'corporations' representing both employers and workers
were

guardians

of

the

national

will.

This

criticism

is

unfair.

The

achievements of the Hawke government, particularly in scx:ial security and
superannuation (traded off with the ACTU for pay rises) ought to be recognised.

The Hawke government c:ertainly has its faults, but it does have representative
support frcxn Australia's trade union movement.
Seme unions (such as the Australian Federation of Airline Pilots) have

traditionally operated outside the arbitration system.

Such unions are outside

the mainstream of Australian unionism, and lack the ability to carry on a
sustained major industrial dispute on their own (as the present airline pilots
dispute suggests.).
the ALP.

Arbitration is an important factor in support by unions for

As Markey suggests, this support has been traditional.

Conservative

governments (such as the Bruc:e-Page government in 1929) have fallen vrtien they
tried to dismantle arbitration.

Arbitration is now so well entrenched it will

only be dismantled with trade union cxjnsent.
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"THE DIVISICW OF LABOUR -

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS IN THE CHIFLEY YEARS 1945-49"

TOM SHERIDAN: OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS: 404 PAGES;
HARDBACK $45.00;

REVIEWED BY JACK HUTSCN

In assessing the fcur years Ben Chifley was Prime Minister of Australia,
Tom Sheric3an has apparently applied the well known biblical test of "by their
deeds ye shall know them."

He does that by making his assessment in the

historical context of important features of that period.
In the first chapters he gives an overview of the situation in Australia at

the time, covering the economy, the government, labour conflict, trade unions,

and private sector otployers.

Another chapter is on the background, character

and approach of Chifley.

Another chapter is on the Communist Party of Australia, vhich had a

significant influence in those struggles.

At the time it generated an hysteria

described by Sheridan, ^^ch appears strange nowadays vhen the CPA is about to
vote itself out of existence.

Sheridan mentions, "the problem v^ich CPA leaders had with the heresy of

econonism," (that is the narrow pursuit by trade unions of only improvements in
wages and conditions.)

In my opinion, the criticism was correct, but the

Communist Party vas unable to bring any real change in trade imion attitude.

It

was only until the early 1980's that they abandoned econonism vhen they adopted
the policy of a social wage, vhich extended their claims beyond the narrow ones.
The main part of the book gives a detailed study of the main industrial
battlefields of the period in the meat, steel and coal industries, the 40 hour
week and margins campaigns, and the Arbitration Court.

A chapter is on the campaigns for the 40 hour and the increase in margins,
v^ch vtere successful despite the determined delaying efforts of the Chifley
Government and the Arbitration Court.

As Sheridan rightly claims, the chapter

corrects an historical distortion that developed vhich presents the Arbitration

Court as "unusually generous", and the Chifley Government as a "major force
pushing for the shorter week."
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Two chapters are on the coalitiiner's strike of 1949.

distortion is again corrected.

In those an historical

For, as Sheridan writes, "The anti—strike

propaganda of the day has been widely accepted - notably in the TV series 'True
Believers' in 1988, but also among professional scholars."

Uie strike v®s lost mainly because Chifley had a personal ccmmitment to

breaking the strike, and made ruthless use of repressive legislation and the
state machinery.

Two pieces of draconic legislation were passed.

One was the National

Energency (Coal Strike) Act, vAiich was rushed through Parliament in one day with
only one opposing vote.

It prohibited financial support for the miners in a

number of ways. As Sheridan writes, " ... it was retrospective legislation of a
type more conmonly associated with a totalitarian regime than with a Labour
Government."

The other legislation was amendments to the Arbitration Act vhich made the

Arbitration Court a superior court of record, thus giving it the power to fine
or jail offenders found to be in contempt of orders of the Court.

Iftider that

power, eight union officials were jailed, and five union officials and three

unions were fined, because they all refused to reveal to the Court vhere money
for the strikers was kept.

The final blew which defeated the miners was when the Chifley Government
sent soldiers into the open cut mines to produce coal.

Although not mentioned in the book.

Hie contonpt power given to the

Arbitration Court did not end with the end of the coal strike. It was left as a

legacy by Chifley to the trade union movement which was harassed by it until
1969.

Then it was made ineffective by the revolt of the trade union movonent

over the jailing of union secretary, Clarrie O'Shea for contempt of court.
This book is a w«ll researched contribution to industrial relations and

labour histories, for Tom Sheridan has marshalled a great amount of factual
material into a clear narrative of the four years covered by his book, and sets
the record straight on some matters.

It gives a better assessment of Ben

Chifley than did the TV series 'True Believers'.

In my opinion, that was

somewhat sanctified and did not give a true warts-and-all portrait.
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Hie general conclusion that has to be drawn frcm the book is sunned up by
the canment in the introduction that, "the most notable feature of the pe>r1od
was the effort made by the government to restrain market forces and limit
labour's advance."

Sanething which struck me vAiile reading the book were echoes of Bob Hawke

in it, although Sheridan drew no such parallel.

According to assessments in the

book Ben Chifley had charisma, presenting himself as a man of the people.
showed sane signs of delusions of grandeur.

He

He had a wide range of contacts,

including praninent businessmen.

In econonics he feared inflation, and sought

to reduce national expenditure.

In politics he was no ideolouge and kept the

Labor Party to the right.

When he had to deal with a major strike he made it a

personal issue, and ruthlessly used the power of the state to break it.
Does not all that remind one of another Prime Minister?
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