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EDITORIAL

Our next general meeting is the annual meeting of the Melbourne

Branch of the Australian Society for the Study of Labour History.
As is our custom we will devote most time to a discussion of a

historical topic. This will be the Whitlam era - its impact on

Australia and also the Labour Movement. Lyle Allan will open up
the discussion. As can be seen in the article published in this
Recorder, Lyle has studied this period. This is a discussion in
which all members should be able to participate.
Before the discussion we will elect our office-bearers for the
forthcoming year and have reports on our activities.

The Executive of the Branch considered why it is that the activities
of the Branch are successful and that we have a steady increase in
membership while the attendance at our meetings has not increased.

We hope members can remedy this by attending the annual meeting.
It will be held as usual in the Board Room of the Australian Insurance
Employees Union at 310 Queen Street on Tuesday 10th December

at 7..i5p.m.

Please note the date. The meeting this time is being

held on the second Tuesday of the month.
RECORDER SPECIAL ISSUE NO.136

We were lucky that this special was about to go to press when we
received news that the ACTU Congress had unanimously carried an
excellent resolution on the problem of the Indonesian invasion of
East Timor.

Our special complements this decision and we have sent a circular

to all unions throughout Australia pointing out that our publication
offers them a unique way to implement ACTU policy.
We are waiting on the response.
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For those unions who directly participated in the events of 194-5-

194-9 (see list on page 8 of the special) we sent a separate
circular offering them a second print run with their own authorisation
on the front page provided they ordered 2,000 or more.
Again we await results.
On October 17th we combined with the Trades Hall Council and a number

of other organisations to mark the 10th anniversary of the death of
six journalists in East Timor.

This too was to implement ACTU

policy which is highlighted in our special (see page 13).
It was very successful - a very good attendance was a feature.
We have asked the Council to consider our offer to co-operate each
year in a night to mark the opening of the Trades Hall (the first in

the world and opened in May 1859) and also to mark the 70th anniversary,
in 1986, of the Conscription victory of 1916.
My thanks to those members who helped address the letters to the

Unions.

We have plenty of copies of our special available.

If

members know of areas where it would be appreciated please contact
me :

JOHN ARROWSMITH (663-6399).

TRADE UNION INFORMATION KIT

This Information Kit is the most complete resource on trade unions

available to the general community.

It has been prepared by the

Victorian Trades Hall Council Trade Union Information and Resource
Centre.

A mere listing of the topics dealt with in the Kit gives just the
bare bones of the material. It does not give any concept of the
range of knowledge in the material . However, these are the topics
dealt with - Union structures; Industrial Relations; The Accord;
Occupational Health and Safety; Workers Compensation; Workcare;
Human Services; Unemployment and Job Protection; Women in Mons;

Migrants in Unions; Young People and Work; Industry Development;

Technology; Industrial Democracy; Superannuation; Art and Working
Life and Union Lingo.

These topics are dealt with comprehensively.

For example, the topic

of Trade Union structures points out that there has been an
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and Labour Council of Queensland for 1985.

This issue commemorates 100 years of united Trade Unions in

Queensland and includes some interesting historical material from
the records of the Trades and Labour Council.

Here is a reprint of one document from the Directory.

It is the Cosme Agreement under which the Colonial Cosme in Patagonia

operated. You will note that thought was given to marriage (as
well as property) in the membership conditions.

Can you visualise the shades of Plato, Sir Thomas Moore, William
Morris and other Utopians critically assessing this agreement ?
And William Lane awaiting their verdict.
THE COSME AGREEMENT

AUTHORITY.- General Meeting shall elect three coramitteemen yearly

for a term of one year : general meeting elect a Chairman for a term
of two years : Chairman to have previously served on Committee :
Chairman to be subject to suspension by a majority of Committee.
VOTER.- The householder in good standing to be the voter in all

general meeting elections.
of age and one

Householders to be over twenty-one years

year's membership.

FUNCTIONS.- The functions of the Cosme authority shall be the

maintaining of Cosme principles, the holding of Cosme land, the
holding and handling of funds, the organising and directing of all
industry, the holding of all property, the regulating of all common
matters, and any other functions which may be expressed consent or
custom be assigned to it by the community.

MEMBERSHIP.- Membership must be either by birthright or by admittance.

No charge shall be made for admittance, but no members shall have
any commercial interests outside of Cosme. Any capital acquired by
householders or their families shall be contributed to the capital of

the colony.

All contributions to capital shall be made as free gifts.

The children of item hers shall be registered as inborn members, and
shall be entitled to maintenance and education while minors, and to

all membership rights when of due age, provided their parents
continue in membership.

The Cosme marriage age shall be after 21 for

men, and after 18 for women.
within the forbidden degrees.

First cousins sl^l be regarded as
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DIVIDEND.- No dividend shall be made until maintenance, education,
sanitation, and all other general expenses have been provided for.
Any dividend made shall be allotted to all adults equally, by
crediting each householder with an amount proportionate to the number
of adults in his family. Members withdrawing shall be entitled to
proportionate amount due to them on the basis of the next dividend,

WITHDRAWING,- Excepting for dividend no member withdrawing shall
have any claim whatsoever upon Cosme property, whether for financial

or working or any other contributions, all contributions having been
made as free gifts for the foundation and establishment of Cosme,
General meeting may set from time to time such financial assistance

as it may consider itself able to grant to withdrawing members.

ALTERATION.- Alteration of this agreement shall only be made by a
two-thirds majority of gennral mating, of which a fortnight's notice
has been given,

THE DECADE OF WHITLAM - by Lyle Allan

11th November, 1985, marked much more than the tenth anniversary
of the Whitlam government's dismissal. It marked much more than
a book launching and a plethora of media "remembrances". The
significance of this tenth anniversary is perhaps the fact that it

marks the beginning of renewed respectability in academic eyes for
Whitlam's achievements.

In early November, 1975, the Whitlam government was in disarray.
Ministers Cairns and Connor had been sacked. An attempt to raise
foreign capital through a Pakistani intermediary named Khemlani
proved a great disaster.

The conservative controlled Senate had

blocked many major Bills. It now threatened the government's very
existence.

An editorial in the Melbourne "Age" even resurrected

a Churchillian denunciation of Adolf Hitler. The Age's "guttersnipe
government" was not in Berlin but 1975 Canberra. With media treat
ment like this a conservative victory in Australia's first colour

television election on 13th December, 1975, was haidLy unexpected.
The Liberals capitalised on their 1975 victory at the subsequent
1977 federal election with a professional "memories" television

advertisement. It portrayed Whitlam as an ineffective leader with

a minimum level of achievement. This was not the reality.
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Race Mathews and the Australian Fabian Society Society deserve great
credit for promoting the Whitlam government as a positive government.
A government which sought to balance humanity with social change and
redistribution.

A government which dared to be different.

government of great hopes and expectations.

A

A government with a solid

record or accomplishment in the face of entrenched opposition from
the bureaucracy, the press, the upper house, and Her Majesty's
Australian representative.
THE WHITLAM

CONFERENCE

The Australian Fabian Society Conference "The Whitlam Experience:
A View From the Inside", held in the Babel lecture theatre at the

University of Melbourne on 9-10 November, 1985, will assume great
importance for its contribution to ALP history, not only of the
Whitlam period.

Among speeched at the Conference Gareth Evans said that the Whitlam
government showed that it was possible for a Labor government to

adopt some democratic socialist principles and be successful (but
to be successful we need control of the Senate and closer attention

to the machinery of government).
out of its hopelessness.
too soon.

Gough Whitlam brought the ALP

His government did not try to do too much

It did not meet a troublesome High Court.

No reform

measure by Whitlam was over-ruled by the judiciary (unlike the
Chifley government).
Graham Little compared Whitlam with Trudeau, the latter's victory in

1968 marking a coming of maturity in Canadian politics.

Whitlam's

victory in 1972 suggested a similar maturation in Australian politics.
John Button said Whitlam was ahead of his time in rebuilding the
ALP.

This was his lasting achievement.

He gave the ALP a role in

the contemporary world.
Race Mathews blamed Victoria for the ALP's failure to

win successive

elections before 1972, in particular the control of the Victorian
ALP by a dictatorial unrepresentative "junta".

Loss of the "Don's

Party" election in 1969 (after David Williamson's famous play) cost
Whitlam the great chance of governing in the prosperous years between
1969 and 1972, when the national consensus for a democratic socialist

Australia otherwise might have been established.

Any party can
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count itself lucky to have a leader of Whitlam's calibre once in

a century. It may be that, when another comes the way of the ALP,
we will be better able to recognise and make the most of him.
At the conclusion of the Conference Brian Howe sought out lessons

from the Whitlam period. He sees populism important in the ALP
because the party is narrowly based and dependent on great men who

give the party a stature it does not otherwise have. The Whitlam
government did not think seriously enough about economic management.
It saw the end of Keynesianism and experimented with a kind of
bastardised monetarism. We do too little research, unlike our

conservative opponents. We face problems of morale at the grass
roots level. We need radical restructuring of the federal party
so that we can be seen to be governing with the co-operation of
the whole party.
The Whitlam Dinner

Never before, as Race Mathews pointed out, have tickets to a
Fabian function ever been scalped. The going rate for $35 tickets
outside the Great Hall of the National Gallery on Monday evening,
11 November 1985, was $100. Few people with tickets wanted to sell

them. The organisers wished they had hired the Exhibition buildings
and charged $50 a ticket. The evening was Gough at his best. We
were urged to maintain our enthusiasm as much as our rage. Labor
must a^n be a party of reform, but that does not mean it has to be
pure like the impotent. Let us have no more of this nonsense that
defeat is preferable to victory.

Gough's message was direct and statesmanlike. Kerr had denied not
only the legitimacy of the Whitlam government. Kerr had sought to
deny the legitimacy of reform.
The Whitlam Book

The Whitlam Government 1972-1975 by E.G. Whitlam, Viking; Ringwood
- $35.00, sold out quickly at the Whitlam dinner. It had been
lauched earlier the same day at the National Press Club in Canberra.
Like its author the book is big.

At 74.A pages plus end-notes,

appendices and an index the book is hardly designed for quick reading.
It may not be the definitive work on the Whitlam government, but it
must surely be the most important yet witten.
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The book does not dwell too much on the events of 1975, a subject
covered in a previous book by the same author.

Rather it is a

largely thematic treatment of the Whitlam government's achievements.

Its twenty-one chapters include mandate for change, foreign policy,
economics, urban and resource policy, health, education, social

security, transport, housing, aborigines, migrants, women, law,
the media, the arts, electoral law and federalism.

What does Whitlam suggest tils government will be most remembered

for ? Perhaps his foreign policy achievements will be the most
lasting. Change in this area was swift. Australia in 1971 had
voted against China's admission to the United Nations.

The McMahon

government in 1972 continued to recognise the Taipei government
rather than the Beijing government as the legitimate government of

China.

Australia consistently voted with the developed nations

rather than the Third World in the world forums.

change all of this.

Whitlam was to

Recognition of China was one of the new

Whitlam government's first acts.
were withdrawn from South Vietnam.

Australia's few remaining troops
Conscription was ended.

Australia supported the hopes and aspirations of the developing
countries for the first time, at least for 23 years. Changes in
the foreign policy area were lasting, being largely untouched even
by the Eraser government.

Domestically the Whitlam government's achievements are harder to
assess. Many of its policies are still the subject of much

criticism. Medibank, non-discriminatory immigration, substantial
abolition of university fees, wage indexation, tariff reform and
the movement away from protectionism towards freer trade, the
eighteen year-old vote, abolition of television and radio licence
fees, colour television and divorce reform are all Whitlam
initiatives, for better or for worse.

Even at the trivial level

the early removal of the sales tax on contraceptives is sometimes

argued (e.g. by Liz Reid and Gareth Evans) as the first symbol that
the Whitlam government would move quickly and radically in the area
of women's rights.

Clyde Cameron in a review of the book points to a number of errors.

None are substantive. Most are mere lapses of memory. At the risk
of being pedantic Whitlam repeats the myth that the Liberal,
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Andrew Jones, became in 1966, the youngest person ever elected to

the House of Representatives. He was not. That honour rightly
belongs to a member of the ALP. The youngest MHR was in fact
Edwin Wilkie Corboy, who won the Western Australian seat of Swan
aged slightly over 22 years at a by-election in 1918.
The Last Word

Jim Cairns, Acting Prime Minister for a short time during the
Whitlam government, possibly provides the simplest, most original
and yet most convincing explanation why Kerr sacked Whitlam

(interview by Michelle Grattan, Age, 11 November, 1985, P.11.)
Kerr wanted to be an imposing and dominating Prime Minister.
That he could not be.

He was envious of Whitlam.

He

wanted to cut Whitlam down to size.

A LABOUR PARTY BRACH IN THE 19/^0's IN A COUNTRY TOWN

Alexandra is about 90 miles to the north-east of Melbourne.

In the

early war years, in the 194^0's, it had a population of about 900.
It was the centre for the surrounding sheep country but its main

activity was as a timber town.

Late on Sunday afternoon the timber

workers left Alex, for the Rubicon.

There tliey slept in rough

slab huts. They lived on corned beef and potatoes, bread and plum
jam - the complete diet. "Look at us". Except for missing fingers,
gnarled joints and the odd boil on the neck they did seem fit and
wiry.

It was the early days of World War 11. The Curtin government was
in office.

The timber workers knew about Jack Curtin.

been their Union Secretary thirty years before.

He had

Since then they

had experienced the timber workers strike of 1929, one of the most
bitter and protracted strikes in Australia's history. Then followed
the thirties when they were on short-time or unemployed. Many had
depended on credit from the local store-keeper to survive.
Now there was hope. They heard of changes. They expected something.
What it was they did not know but it was in the air.
Bert Edwards was a timber faller.

He was a highly respected bushman.

Whereas most timber fallers worked in pairs Bert often worked on his
own.
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On his initiative there was an influx of timber workers into the
Alexandra Branch of the ALP.

There were so many that we. hired the Shire Hall to accommodate "ftEm,

The Branch met monthly on a Friday night.

Compared to the ALP

Branch of the Melbourne suburbs that I was used to it was quite a
spectacle.

Instead of a dozen or so respectable suburbanites and

trade union officials row after row of gnarled battered men, often

minus a limb from an accident in the bush, some wearing just a
sweater or a singlet, and dungaree trousers, silent, intent on the
business at hand.

Alexandra consisted of three coteries; very distinct coteries with
some overlap between two but little with three.

There were those \ho lived on Snob Hill as it was called by the hoi
polloi; a small group of the wealthy.

small families.

They had big houses but

Mostly they were members of the Church of England

or the Presbyterian Church, sent their children to Boarding schools
in the city, perhaps played golf and had their own tennis club.

They were active in the administration of the Shire, holding various
posts in the municipality, on the Water Board and other bodies.
They were generally Masons.

Then there were the small business people; professionals - doctors,
chemists, accountants, bank clerks, school teachers and so on.

They also had their own tennis club.

They generally had flower

gardens and lawns around their brick houses.

Finally, the hoi polloi, the timber workers, rabbit trappers,
fencers, mill workers, dairy factory employees, assistants in the
shops.

They lived in the flat country scattered around the outskirts

of the town.

Their fibro-cement or wooden houses had fruit trees,

vegetable gardens, stacks of wood, bee-hives, fowls, pigeons and
some had a cow.

All had dogs.

On Mondays the wives had a row of kerosene tins on fires in the

back yard.

It was wadiing day.

The financially strongest of the hoi polloi was Stan Evans.

administered the night cart business.

He

He was the pace setter in

consumer goods, first with the new car, the best radio, the washing
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When Stan got his big refrigerator

we all trooped into inspect it.

There was the huge

chromium mass -

door open so all the divisions and containers could be admired.
However the war broke down these divisions.

We enlisted in the Voluntary Defense Corps.

The commander was an

official of the Lands Department who had some Militia training.
His second-in-command was a mill worker, a foreman in the Marysville
mill and a member of the Alex. Branch of the ALP.

So all social dassifications became mixed up.

an officer.

The mill worker was

The store-keeper, the squatter with the rabbit trapper

and the timber workers were the rank and file.

It was the archetypal

Dad's army.

Ready to defend Alex, to the last culvert, regularly we drilled,
marched, had bivouacs, and practical rifle shooting at the local
rifle range. The Japs certainly kept well away from Alexandra.
They must have heard of us.

The Branch organised a vegetable co-operative.

One of the local

farmers gave us the use of a neck of land in a bend of the Goulburn.

Seventy Branch members put in a pound each to get potatoes (then

in short supply) from the Department of Agriculture.

Then a working

bee planted them.

The Branch also organised a discussion group.

Twenty-two joined.

We got books from the WEA (as it was called then).

The books were

really read and discussed.

Then came the moment of truth, the uprising of the hoi polloi. The
local store-keeper- Wicks- was undoubtedly the power in the land.
His store was by far the major provider of provisions. And most of
the townspeople were his customers. During the slump most had
owed him considerable sums of money. Many thought those days would
return.

Wicks was also the Shire President and sometimes chairman of the

Water Board and Sewerage Trust.

Although Wicks generally did not abuse his power, he did take some
steps that provoked the timber workers particularly over tobacco
rationing.
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The timber workers felt they were the bunnies.

At a heated meeting

they made the historic decision to boycott Wick's store.

It was

a declaration of war.

On Saturday mornings I walked to the main street with Alf Creyton,

a rabbit trapper.

We met Bert Edwards coming towards us, with a

broad grin on his face.

He said "Wicks wants to meet the executive

of the Branch".

As the timber worker chopped the week's supply of firewood his
spirits rose.

It was the timber-worker's V Day.

You lose a lot,

now and then you win one.
James Higgins.
*******

TRADES

MEETINGS

A meeting of the Tanners and Curriers' Union
was held in the Trades Hall on Saturday evening;
the vice-president, Mr.J. Collisson in the chair.
A

communication was received from

the Ballarat

branch, asking for information regarding the

dilatory action of the Geelong Union in not taking
some steps to secure the adoption of the eight
hours system,as

the Geelong tanneries are the only

men in the colony who are now working more than

eight hours.

It was resolved to deal with the

matter at the conference of branches.

The letter

also stated that four out of the eight men who had

come out on strike from Mr. John Kelsall's yard
were now in employment, and also that Mr. John
Kelsall had obtained two non-union men from Geelong
who were working 10 hours a day.

'The Age', Monday 23 November, 1885.

1

Lloyd Edmonds,
93 Roberts Street,
ESSENDON. 30KO

Phone 337 755^.

