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Editorial :

The date of the next meeting of the Melbourne Branch of the Labour History
Society will be Tuesday, 17th June, 1986. The meeting will be held as usual

in the Board Room of the Australian Insurance Employees Union, 310 Queen Street,
at 7.45 p.m.

Nigel Sinnott, whose history of the Secular Society in Melbourne was

published in the "Recorder" some months back will tell us the life story of
Joseph Skurrie an extra-ordinary working man. We have been most fortunate in

the standard of our talks. We look forward to another interesting historical
life story.

On the 22nd May, due mainly to the initiative of our chairman, John

Arrowsmith, we had a successful commemoration of the building of the World's
first Trades Hall.

In this issue of the "Recorder" are printed reports of the speeches on the
occasion of its opening in 1859. These show the modest aspirations of the

pioneers, also their fortitude. The function lasted from 6.30 to 11.30 p.m.
The posting of copies of Special Recorder No. 136

Because of the time spent in organising the commemoration function, the
clerical job of posting copies of the Special Recorder No. 136 "Australian Labour
and Indonesia, 1945 - 1985 to a number of institutions has been deferred.

We plan to get back to this chore in a few weeks time.
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OBITUARY

CAROLINE MAY SUNDBERG

We are saddened by the death of our member and comrade, May Sundberg.

May was a regular participant in our history gatherings over a lengthy period
of time.

Despite elderly years, inclement weathers, and hazards of city night life
May continued her attendance up to a recent date.

I do not know of separate intellectual pursuits, but her participation in
discussion and question time indicated her quest for knowledge, her respect for
honest scholarship, and that truth and justice were the content of May's thinking
life.

May was a cheerful and sweet personality. We esteemed her for her
identification with the militant struggle of the Labour Movement, and her commitment
to the Society for the Study of Labour History.

We will miss greatly May Sundberg's loyal fellowship.
Some lines from George Elliot, I feel may enshrine her memory.
' May I join the choir invisible
of those immortal dead who live

again
in minds made better by their

presence; live in pulses stirred
to generosity.
In deeds of daring rectitude, in
scorn for miserable aims that end
with self.

In thoughts sublime that pierce

the night like stars, and with their
mild persistence urge mans search to
vaster issues
So to live is heaven

to make undying music in the world.'
FARWELL MAY SUNDBERG.

J.Garvey.

Page 3

June,1986

RECORDER

:r-

;■ ;; c; ^

•' V#

kv- .. •». • .

7

I
DO

GO
Wt
'«r

The worlds iBrst trades
haU - Melbourne 1859
The above is an artists impression of the
Melbourne TVades Hall as it looked on

the day it was opened — May 24th,
1859.

COMMEMORATION OF ANNIVERSARY OF OPENING OF THE WORLD'S
FIRST TRADES HALL

After the Trades Hall Council Meeting on Thursday, May 22nd, delegates

and members of the Labour History Society gathered in the old Ballroom to
remember and drink a toast" to the'pioneers v/ho 127 years "ago built the World's
first Trades Hall.

This was sponsored by the Vehicle Builders Employee's Federation of Australia
(Victoria Branch) whose secretary Tony Butler and John Arrowsmith, President of
the Melbourne Branch of our Society, moved and seconded,a toast to the pioneers
of more than a hundred years ago.
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INAUGURATION OF THE TRADES' HALL.

The Argus - Melbourne
Wednesday, May 25, 1859

The new hall erected by the united trades of Melbourne, was inaugurated
yesterday evening by a soiree, which was held in the large hall of the building.
The interior was decorated by the trades' banners and others of an emblamatic
character. The chair was occupied by Mr. Eves, President of the Trades' Hall
Conmittee, and altogether there were about a thousand persons present. An
Excellent and well supplied tea having been heartily honoured, the tables were
cleared away to provide more comfortable accommodation.

The Chairman in commencing the proceedings, said - It was with great
pleasure that he took the chair upon this occasion - first, because he saw
around him so many happy pleasant faces; and, secondly, because they had only
one object in view, and one, opinion to express - namely, how to enjoy themselves,
and assist in the best possible manner to inaugurate with due honor their new
Trades' Hall. He might state that this hall was the first ever erected by workingmen, and the reason for this was to be found in the fact that in other countries,

although working-men had struggled to obtain the boon of eight hours labor, they
had never been able to obtain it. The poor docile working classes of England had
been content to labor on and permit the upper classes to think and act for them.
(Cheers) He was not going to condemn the upper classes because many of than had
spent their lives in efforts to benefit the laboring-man. (Cheers) The reason

why working-men had not hitherto occupied the position they should was because they

did not know their best friends.(Cheers) Working-men must look for friends among

themselves. (Cheers) Men might read books until they were tired, they might study
the condition and wants of the working-men as long as they chose, but they could

never feel for and understand the working man as they themselves felt for one

another. (Loud cheers) This knowledge was only to be gained by men associating
with each other-working together side by side, and sharing each others labors and
sympathies. (Loud cheering) That building was merely to be used for temporary

purposes, to enable them to spend their leisure hours in reading and hearing good
lectures. He, for his part, would not wish to give his time to books, but would
devote a portion of it to amusement. For this reason he would have concerts -

not public-house concerts, but similar to those he had been present at in his
native town-Saturday evening concerts. (Cheers). No one except the working man could
appreciate a Saturday night, after having spent six days in labor.(Cheers) That
evening, therefore, was specially adapted to entertainment of this kind. The speaker
concluded by urging the working classes not to be content with the present building.
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but to endeavour to get the large permanent hall erected as soon as possible. (Cheers)
Mr. Williams here sang "Sally in our alloy;" and, in obedience to an encore, gave
"I'm leaving thee in sorrow."

Mr. Strickland spoke to the following sentiment:- "The Eight Hours'System
may its physical, intellectual, moral and social advantages be extended to every
member of the human family. He was sure the sentiment to which he had to speak
would recommend itself to every one around him. He believed they were about to

inaugurate a new era, such a one as the world had never seen before. He was not going
to say that the Eight Hours Movement was a panacea for all evils, but believed
that it would be the'beginning of a period in which the vhole human family would
have the necessary time for developing those intellectual powers which the Creator
had given them. Man was a compound being of body and soul, capable of labor and

enjoyment, too much of either produced corresponding exhaustion.

They wanted a sort of compensating balance that their hours should neither
be wasted in idleness nor spent in incessant toil. Every working man had hitherto

%

been a slave, vdiose days were spent in labor, and whose sleep was but to retrieve

^

the effects of the day's exhaustion. This question was of the utmost importance

to the teachers of religion and to Christians. It was said how great was the

amount of Sabbath breaking among the working Masses, but it could not be otherwise
when men were overwrought during the other days of the week. Working men, therefore,
instead of worshipping God on the Sunday spent that day in lying upon their beds
asleep. The movement had also claims upon teetotallers - if the Eight Hours'
Movement were fully carried out, the taprooms of publichouses would be must less

full than they were at present. The speaker, in conclusion said that truth was
best taught by example and contrast, and he could not help remarking the contrast
which that hall presented to the building over the way the gaol.
Two arguments which used formerly to be most frequently urged against the system
have been killed by time. It was alleged that the working men wanted shorter
hours, but would never be content with smaller wages. It was all to be at the

expense of the employer. This assertion received a very emphatic contradiction
from the iron-workers in the employ of Messrs. Cornish and Bruce. Theirs was not a
question of eight hours a day as so much per diem, but eight hours a day at so
much an hour; and they relinquished 3s. a day rather than violate a good principle.
Again, it was said that the leisure hours you desired would be spend in drunken

pleasure and disorderly pursuits. Our Police Court statistics, and this Trades'
Hall give the lie to that assertion. By the erection of this building you have
said:- "So far from passing our time in drinking we leave the vicinity of the
public-house, so as to remove ourselves even from temptation." So the Eight Hours'

System, which produced this building, will be more effectually maintained by it.

I know, then, all hero will cordially join with me in wishing success to The Trades
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Hall and Literary Institute." (Cheers)

Mr. Mitchell here sang, with considerable effect, "A man's a man for a' that';
and Miss Hamilton, together with Messrs. Williams and Angus, sang the trio, "This
magic wove scarf." This completed the first portion of the programme; and after
fruit had been handed round, Mr. Rice spoke to the following sentiment:"Our adopted •.country;may her laws and institutions be based on truth, and
administered with justice, and prove conducive to the prosperity and happiness
of her people."
A succession of songs and concerted pieces were then given by Miss Hamilton
and Messrs. Angus,Mitchell, and Williams, the latter gentleman singing the new
national song, "Advance, Australia"'
"The Ladies" and "The Press" were duly complimented by the speakers appointed
to illustrate the sentiments, and the entertainment terminated about half-past
11 o'clock.
*******

A.W.U. HISTORY

The long time editor of "Labour History" John Merritt has recently had
his history of the early A.W.U. published. Entitled "The Making of the A.W.U."
it is published by the Oxford University Press at $35.

In it he challenges some of the Labour Movements' most enduring loigends
about the shearing work-force and the strikes of the 1890's.

-

He concentrates on the period up to 1911 when the Union had consolidated

its organization and acquired its distinctive character.

Despite the cost it is a highly recommended work of enduring reference.
**********

June, 1986

RECORDER

Page 7

U'

i
4!

.

\
\\

\
V-

•j.

»

AUSTRALIAN WORKERS UNION
is

BANNER COMMISSICWED FOR

s, * U

THEIR CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
PAINTED BY PETER KENNEDY

y 1)

The Australian Workers Union, one of
Australia's largest and most important un
ions, is celebrating its centenary this year.
In June 1886, in response to
pastoralists lowering shearing rates, an ad
vertisement was placed in the newspaper
calling for a meeting of shearers at Ferns
Hotel in Ballarat. About forty came to
that meeting and the forerunner of the
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AWU was formed.

W. G. Spence, then Secretary of the

j

»r

Amalgamated Miners Association, was
supportive of the new union and was
elected the first President, with David
Temple the first Secretary.

From this basis, the union grew rapidly,
enrolling a wide range of pastoral and
other rural workers. By 1907, the AWU
-had 47,000 members.

It was appropriate then that the AWU
Centenary started off in Ballarat on Aus

tralia Day weekend, with a street proces
sion, historical tour, a traditional
bushman's carnival, as well as art, photo
graphic and historical exhibitions which

are designed to tour throughout Australia.
Other activities during the year include
special publications (including a photo
graphic book), production of a documen

✓

tary and educational kits for schools.
AND IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA ARTIST ANN
NEWMARCH WORKS ON A BANNER FOR THE
CENTENARY OF THE A.F.U.L.E.
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This critique of "Land of Hope" is reprinted from Uie Age 31 May, 1986.

LABOR'S LONG ROAD TO KEATING

'Land of Hope' (Channel 7, Sundays 7.30) is a history of the Australian
Labor movement in 10 easy lessons, taking you from the shearers in 1892 to the
fall of Cough Whitlam.
It is good to find Australian industrial history being used as a theme for a

mini-series. 'Land of Hope' is watchable, well made, unsubtle and superficial. It
has the political sophistication of a comic bookrbosses are greedy, coppers
bash workers on the head the moment they see them and scabs are execrated.

You have to move very fast to cover so much ground so quickly.
In the opening minutes we heard a worker saying that no union was
tell him what to do, unionists talking of the coach with the scabs on it
priest venomously observing that Miss Darling was a Protestant. So these
Australian issues of the unions, and of Protestant versus Catholics were

going to
and a
major

immediately
on the agenda. We needed only Sydney versus Melbourne to get the complete set.
You get full value for your money in 'Land of Hope'. There are visual echoes
of the Shearing of the Rams, the cry of "Tar boy" goes up, and William Spence
the agitator, is heard to ask:Did ye ever hear of a place called Tolpuddle?"

The hero of the early episodes is a nice Catholic boy called Paddy Quinn
vdio is converted to a unionist cause via some glistening eyed close-ups and is on
strike before the ink has dried on his union card. He is then duffed up by the

police in a well-staged piece of provocation.
The trouble with Paddy Quinn is that he is a relentless moraliser. He

fits perfectly Lenin's description of the liberal:"When a liberal is abused he
says,"Thank God they didn't beat me' When he is beaten, he thanks God they didn't
kill him. When he is killed, he will thank God that his immortal soul has been

delivered from its mortal clay."
Paddy and the grazier's daughter, Nesta, are doing a Romeo and Juliet across
the barriers of religion and class until Nesta is locked up by her father. Victoria
was still on the throne so he was perfectly entitled to all the rhetoric of a
Victorian father, including the choice - "A Catholic, a unionist and a criminal,
I'd rather you married a black."
Paddy gets three years for arson, a sentence wonderfully described by the
magistrate as a short, sharp shock. Three years in jail so radicalises Paddy
that he becomes an AWU organiser. Nesta's former maid, Maureen, comes to Sydney,
lights a candle and finds Paddy being beaten up in The Domain.

Page 9

RECORDER

June, 1986

Two themes are going on, often in awkward parallel. The life and loves
of Paddy, Maureen and their two children roll on like any competent historical
soap opera. But we are also getting some indication of the emergence of the Labor
Party.

There is much talk of radical socialism, Utopian notions of a better society.

It is easy to forget that the savage experiment of the Russian Revolution is still
more than two decades in the future. The utopianism sounds naive but is the kind

of language that was still present in Chifley's "Light on the hill".
It is also surprising to hear Cardinal Moran in the 1890's using the
language of the 1956 Labor split, with talk of socialism as a Godless church. Paddy
is a good Catholic but also a good party member and he refuses to stand against
Billy Hughes.

The biggest surprise is the outbreak of plague in Sydney, This is not the
kind of event that is stressed in our history. It produces scenes of considerable
horror and a striking sense of threat. Unable to let the plague sequences speak
for thanselves, someone decides to have the separated lovers, Paddy and Nesta,
gaze meltingly at each other across a dead fat.
The Quinns survive the plague but they are having trouble with the kids.

Young Leo shows signs of going religious, mortifying his flesh and being given a lot
of close-ups of statues of simpering Virgins and agonised Christs.
The older boy smuggles himself aboard the train taking his father to the Broken
Hill strike. Paddy gets kicked silly by the coppers again but Nesta binds up his
wounds.

Paddy, at last, goes to bed with her and they both show a nice line in postcoital dialogue."Are you all right?" asks Nesta. "Do you mean do I feel guilty?'
replies Paddy. But then, as they resume their pleasure,young Francis Xavier Quinn
wakes and finds his Daddy in bed with the lady in the next room. Heaven knows what

that will do to his psyche with Freud inventing the Oedipus complex at that very
time.

There are rich ironies in the commercials and the end credits. An Australian

Army band is credited with playing 'The Internationale'. The major sponsor is Singapore
Airlines, not perhaps the obvious place to find s^mipathy for radical unionism. There
are further credits for Barclays Australian Securities and for the well-known stock

exchange firm Potter Partners. It is a long road from Paddy Quinn to Paul Keating.
Dennis Pryor.
* * ife ^ A -A..^
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Workers of Australia !!
A

May

Day

Appeal to

all true lovers of Freedom

WE desire to remind you Lest You Forget that a large number of men and women members of the
American working class are still lying in United States jails serving long and brutal terms of
imprisonment for alleged offences under American Espionage Act and Criminal Syndicalist Laws—

Laws on a par with those enacted in this country in those days of Panic Legislation during the
Anti-War and Anti-Conscription conflicts. Most of our American comrades still incarcerated in
United States jails were members of the I.W.W., the Socialist Party and other American Working

class Political and Industrial Organisations, whose only crime was that they dared to oppose Warj
and Conscription, to advocate Industrial Unionism and Socialism. Many of these men have already
served years of imprisonment, and unless some world-wide effort is made to urge American author
ities to reconsider the sentence, they will sei*ve many years more. Because of the brutal manner

in which these organisations were attacked and the vindictive nature of the treatment meted out
to the members, the Melbourne Trades Hall Council, speaking in the name of a million organised

workers of Australia, protested against the continued imprisonment of the men and called upon
the American Consul and our Commonwealth Prime Minister, Mr. Bruce, to convey our protests to
President Coolidge, of the United States Government. We desire through you to further emphasise
the fact that the Australian Labor Movement considers the action of American authorities in

attacking the inembers of the above-mentioned organisations to be an attack upon the Cardinal
Principles of the I^abor Movement, namely: Freedom of Speech, Freedom of Press, and the Right
<>f Combination, all of which are embodied in the American constitution. Let us, therefore, join
with the workers of all lands in calling upon the people of America to demand from their Govern
ment the release of all such prisoners. In making this appeal to the workers of America, we
cordially invite the co-operation of the members of the American Fleet—80 per cent, of whom
are members of the working class—and our fight against oppression affects the welfai-e of the
ranlv and file of the army and navy, either at home or abroad, just as the members of the rest of the

community. Once more, then, fellow workers of all countries, we join with you in urging the
Ameiican people, if they believe in the right and liberties of the American Constitution, to Open
(he .Tail Gates and Make Our Comrades Free!

Melbourne, May 1st, 1925.

E. J. HOLIiOWAY.

Printed by V. A H. Edmonds, Russell Street, Uelboume.

NOTE:-

THE REFERENCE TO THE AMERICAN FLEET AROSE OUT OF THE FACT

THAT A NUMBER OF U.S. WARSHIPS WERE BERTHED AT PORT MELBOURNE AT
THE TIME THE LEAFLET WAS ISSUED.
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FORTY HOUR WEEK CAMPAIGN OF 1945

In an inteiview last year I had with four retired members of the P.K.X.U.

in Sydney one of them, an old P.I.E.U.A. member recounted the experience he had
•in the 40-'hour week campaign in 1945. " I remember we only worked 40 hours in
each week. They docked our pay of course, but it was a very effective tactic in
the beginning of the campaign to bring the claim before the Arbitration Court
and the anployers. It also brought the question before other workers.

In the lead up to this action N.S.W. Branch members of the P.I.E.U.A.

employed in Commercial Printing had been meeting and discussing what action to
take in the 40~hour week claim. Already a request had been made to the Master

Printers' Association, but they had not conceded to the claim. A ballot was then

held in the commercial printing offices. They were asked to vote on the following
proposal: "That on and from 20th August, 1945, members of the Union enployed
in printing offices working under the Commercial Printing
week (exclusion of overtime;) that the 40 hours be worked
or alternatively, as may be arranged between the employer
in regard to the Government Printing Office the matter be

Award work a 40~hour
in five 8~hour shifts,
and employees; and that
left to the Chapels

concerned."

The voting was " In favour 1969; against 296.

Upon this action being taken the employers notified the Court under Regulation 10
of the Industrial Peace Regulation of a matter likely to the occurrence of a strike.
On September 7, the employers served notice of deregulations in the Court on E.G.
Magrath, Federal Secretary of the P.I.E.U.A. The notice was also served on the
Amalgamated Printing Trades Employees Union of N.S.W. Also a meeting of the
employers on the same day decided to serve notice of dismissal on their employees
unless they would agree to work the normal hours which was the customary 44 hours per
week.

In reply to these threats, about 1000 male and female members attended a

meeting in the Sydney Town Hall on September 8. The Agenda before the meeting was
to vote on a proposal to return to work to allow a claim of two week's annual
leave and the 40-hour week claim to be heard, and control of the campaign be left
to the Branch Executive and Board of Management. This proposal was rejected

by a substantial majority. The Federal Executive then intervened and were told
by the Industrial Registrar of the Court that while the N.S.W. Branch continued
its direct action the Court would not entertain the Union's application to vary
the Commercial Printing Award to increase annual leave.
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The Union's reply was a record meeting of P.I.E.U.A. and A.P.T.E.U.

male and female members on September 13, with a decision to reaffirm the direct
action for the 40-hour. When the employers decided to terminate the employment
of their employees because of this continued action it brought the industry
largely to a standstill. The employers then commenced proceedings to deregister
the Union. A survey conducted at the time is of interest: it showed that the
approximate nunber of employees directly concerned in the dispute were. 450 males,
and 700 females.

Judge Kelly of the Court then intimated that he would convene a compulsory

conference to hear the dispute, but he was indisposed and Judge Foster stepped
in and met representatives from the A.P.T.E.U., the P.I.E.U.A., and employers. He
failed to find a basis of settlement and then on October 5, Judge Kelly called in
the legal advisers of the three parties and issued proposed terms of settlement
to them to consider. The proposed terms of settlement was the restoration of

matters prior to the dispute and the Union to submit a claim to the Commonwealth
Arbitration Court.

This proposal was placed before a meeting of about 2000 members in the
Sydney TowiHall and that a ballot of members be taken in accordance with Rule 31.
After discussion the motion was defeated by a large majority. Then this motion

was submitted to the meeting and adopted almost unanimously: "That we re-affirm our
demand for a 40-hour working week without reduction in pay and that we call upon
all trade unionists in N.S.W. to demand the immediate introduction of the 40-hour

week and to take combined action. The Sydney and Newcastle Labour Councils be asked
for support and that a Disputes Committee be elected to work with the Branch

Executive and that the meeting reassemble in two week's time."
The Commercial Printing Industry was not alone in its effort to establish the
40-hour week. There was a dispute at the Bunnerong Power House which tied up the
commercial life of the city and many of the industries served by power from that ;
station. Financial assistance was authorised by the Board of Management of the N.S.W.

Branch, to those manbers who had lost their employment because of the dispute.
The strike entered its 7th week in November, with members of the P.I.E.U.A. and

A.P.T.E.U. firm in support. Financial assistance to the extent of 2300 pounds were
being paid weekly.
The enthusiasm of the members was reflected in the activity generated -

speakers at public meetings, publicity over the air and as the P.T.J. reported
it seemed to have "set rolling a campaign which for magnitude exceeds any of

the past, excepting the great No—Conscription Campaigns of the last war period."
It reached other industries. The largest stoppage was at the paper-making

mills at Botony where about 1000 men were affected. Black bans were imposed
upon a number of Commercial Printing shops.
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The Union had informed the Court that the Claim for a 40-hour week would

be proceeded with. The Court had sent two letters - the first had been rejected
because resumption had to be on a 44-hour basis and because it was not clear that

the full wage was protected. The second letter from the Court asked whether
the two unions had a special case to present or whether it was part of the
general case.
The Federal Executive met on November 2-8 and decided to submit a ballot

to the members recommending a resumption so that the Court may hear the
application for a 40-hour week. The decision of the ballot was to return to work
and the issue taken to the Court. The ballot resulted as follows :
In favour of return

Against

-

2713

-

1274

The dispute had lasted 13 weeks when members of both Unions - the P.I.E.U.A.
and the A.P.T.E.U. returned to their employment.

The December 1945 issue of the Printing Trades Journal reported that the
return had been achieved "with splendid precision which had been displayed
throughout the dispute by members, men and women and juniors, they ended the
dispute and entered their jobs with their unity intact."
The Journal then reflects on the origin of the dispute.

"If the members' minds had been built up for a fight on the issue the propoganda
of the war years about a better world, economic freedom and social security was
largely responsible

It is doubtful if planning could have evoked the responses which were
seen in the unpremeditated dispute."
In such times "things are said and done impulsively which burst the book
of rules asunder and do violence to standards of orderly conduct. Yet
they are not to be condemned or despised.

"In Labour's long history instances abound to show that the'next step
forward' was taken only when the tumult and shouting had closed a chapter of
struggle and strife."
It certainly was a period of great tumult in the printing trades and
to gain the final result again certainly tried the patience of printing trades
men. It was not until September 8, 1947 that Judge Foster who outlasted his
fellow judges on the bench, in the Arbitration Court, granted the 40-hour
week to the Australian Workers.
******

Lloyd Edmonds,

Richard Curlewis

"
ESSENDON,

"reet.
3040
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