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Editorial :

Date of next Meeting, Tuesday 26 August.

At our last meeting in June, members will recall, we decided that as the
third Tuesday in August is Budget night our August meeting date would be Tuesday,

26 August.

Please note the date; we do not want members making a city trip in vain.

One of the members of our executive. Jack Hutson is the author of a study
of the Australian Industrial Arbitration system 'Penal Colony to Penal Powers.'
This history is very highly regarded yet its reception and recognition could and
we think should be much wider.

So we will have a Forum at our next meeting on 'Penal Colony to Penal
Powers'.

Three of our members will lead the discussion.

We hope our members will re-read Jack Hutson's book and re-appraise it.
Thus a wide discussion on wage fixation in Australia should result.

As usual the meeting will be held in the Board Room of the Australian
Insurance Officers Union, 310 Queen Street at 7.45pm.

EXCERPTS FROM LETTERS RECEIVED

News from Geelong

Edith Wookey forwarded a research paper on the history of the Geelong
Trades Hall Council and two photographs of its.early days.

Her father, H Wookey was honorary secretary of the Geelong Trades Hall
Council in the 1906 - 1920 period.

He was a leading participant in the hectic

events of the two anti-conscription campaigns, a peak of political activity.
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He was also secretary of a consumers league in 1920.

It had 400 members.

A TRIBUTE TO SAM MERRIFIELD

Connie Larmour, A.C.T., referring to her work on her biography of Judge'
Foster.- "I owe a great debt to the late Sam Merrifield.

The Merrifields

generously allowed me to work in their back yard study/library in Moonee Ponds,
back in* 1967-9, as they did may other students over a long period.

Sam's

papers are now available in the LaTrobe Library."
BIOGRAPHIES OF CHUMMY FLEMING and J A ANDREWS

Bob James of 10 Church Street, Newcastle, N.S.W. 2350 is researching the
anarchist tradition in Australia.

He enclosed two recent pamphlets - brief

biographies of Chummy Fleming and J A Andrews. These are available from Bob
James, cost 75 cents plus postage each.

He al?o would be only too pleased to hear from anyone who might like to
recall their time in a strike, demonstration, militant or radical group.

More

specifically anyone who can recall Chummy Fleming and/or any other anarchist.
AN AUSTRALIAN ANTHOLOGY OF POEMS

Nigel Sinnott whose story of Joseph Skurrie was told to us at our last

meeting and which is printed in this Recorder has also published a pamphlet
containing a number of his poems. Some are humanist and polemical, others
lyrical. He likes Shelley, Macauley and the Pharisee. He does not like
Christmas.

The pamphlet is available from Ellesmere Publications, 62 Powell Street,
Yarraville, Victoria 3013.

Price in Australia $2.00 posted folded $2.30 posted

unfolded.

ABLATIVE - Newsletter of the A.N.U. Archives of Business and Labour.

Again we bring to the notice of readers the newsletter Ablative which is
the newsletter of the A.N.U. Archives of Business and Labour.

It is published

twice a year, in spring and autumn and is available without charge to research
workers and other interested institutions and people.

Ablative has summaries of

its records of companies and of professional organizations and of individuals
connected with such bodies.
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BIOGRAPHY (forwarded by Molly Hadfield)
Mrs Nola Barber. O.B.E.

Mrs Barber's death, aged 84, marks the end of a lifetime devoted to
community service both in local affairs and Australia wide.

A pioneer in many

fields Mrs Barber was elected to Chelsea Council in 1948 as its first woman
councillor.

^

She served the city of Chelsea as a councillor for 24 years, making

her the longest serving woman councillor in Victoria.

Mrs Barber was the first woman Mayor of Chelsea in 1962-63 the fifth
woman to serve as Mayor in Victoria.

As co-founder of the Australian Local

Women's Association Mrs Barber was instrumental in ensuring that women had a
voice in local government.

She played no small part in changing the perception

of the role municipal officers assumed in the community.

She initiated many social welfare programs in Chelsea including the Home
Help Scheme, Meals on Wheels, low rental accommodation for the elderly, day-care
centres, the Chelsea Health Care Centre and the Citizens Advice Bureau.

Mrs Barber fought her fellow councillors for 26 years in her efforts to
get a municipal library for the city.

In'1974 the library was opened - a

tribute to her persistence and belief in education for all.

Mrs Barber was actively involved in the Australian Labor Party.

She was

President of the Women's Central Organising Committee in 1964-65 and a central
executive delegate to Japan and China in 1958.

Mrs Barber contested the federal

seat of Flinders in 1953 and 1963 and the state seat of Mentone in 1967 and 1971.

In 1970 Mrs Barber was made an officer of the order of the British Empire

and in 1973 was made Victoria's first Senior Citizen of the year.

HM.Kl.AVA rri4KAi MiVTmN
ma*

a. |i»i*

•rk AfM V«»«« far

• The Life and Times of

\

Judge Alfmd William Foster

4

Constance Larmour
(SEE PACE 5)

EO

ER

5«l«c1«d LAborCandWal*

Page 4

RECORDER

August, 1986

, 4
tf

&

J4r

Uri

iPlfWifl

l-JfT
r<8

> '■^yfSi.'XTf

^^SSBL
f<^
?»»«««

On October 28 th 1916 this question was put
This photograph of the

to the electors:

Are you infavour ofthe Government having, in this
grave emergency, the same compulsory powers over

Melbourne Trades Hall,
decorated for the anti-

conscription campaign.of

citizens in regard to requiring their military service, for

1917, (the second

the term of this.War, outside the Commonwealth, as it
has in regard to military service within the

referendum) was issued to

Commonwealth?"

THE VOTING
IN DETAIL
Three states. New South Wales, Queensland and
South Australia voted "No". Victoria, Western
Australia and Tasmania voted "Yes". The proposal was
defeated by 72,475 votes- 51.61% voted "No", 48.39%
"Yes".

mark the victory of the
"No" forces.

It will be noted that

work was underway on the
Lygon Street entrance -

the right hand end of the
photo shows how the Hall

looked before the Victoria
Street building and
entrance (opened in 1929)
was completed.

THE SOCIETY WILL MARK THE

70th anniversary of the 1916
VICTORY IN OCTOBER.

State

For

Conscription
New South Wales
Victoria

Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania

Federal Territories
Totals

356,805
353.930

Against
Conscription
474,544

144,200
87,924
94,069
48,493
2,136

328,216
158,051
119,236
40,884
37,833
1,269

1,087,557

1,160,033

IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED IF
ANY READER COULD PROVIDE

HISTORICAL MATERIAL OR LET
US HAVE IDEAS ABOUT THE FORM
THE COMMEMORATIVE FUNCTION
SHOULD TAKE.

PLEASE CONTACT THE
SECRETARY.
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LABOUR JUDGE BY CONSTANCE LARMOUR

The Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, has written an introduction for Labour

Judge : The Life and Times of Judge Alfred William Foster.

Towards the end of

Foster's career as a Deputy President of the Conciliation and Arbitration

Commission, Hawke, an untried young advocate for the ACTU made his debut in the

Basic Wage Case of 1959. After a shaky start, the old judge and the young
advocate became firm friends.

In his introduction, Mr Hawke recalls Foster's

last three years of life and describes the Foster he knew.

Constance Larmour's biography of Judge Foster spans fifty years of
Australia's social and political history. As a young barrister Foster liked to

describe himself as a 'revolutionary and a rebel'. His anti-conscriptionist
activities in the First World War earned him the life-long enmity of Prime
Minister Billy Hughes and one daily newspaper, the Argus, described him as an ill

-balanced mind 'trying to shriek himself into notoriety'.

Throughout his life Foster continued to attract controversy and newspaper
headlines. He stood for Labor Party preselections (not always successfully) and
was a Labor candidate in three federal elections.

He was a member of both the

Socialist and Labor Parties and served on .the Victorian central executive of the

ALP and the Trades Hall Council. In order to do this he joined the Food

Preservers' Union. He constantly attacked Billy Hughes, and then Stanley
Melbourne Bruce, over many of their policies including Bruce's plan to deport
leaders of striking seamen in 1925.

When Foster was appointed as a judge of the County Court of Victoria, in
1927, the press cried 'political appointment' : Victoria had a Labor Government.
As a judge in the Depression, Foster - a socialist - had to come to terms with

his role in protecting property and maintaining law and order. He continued to
attract publicity with his pronouncements from the Bench.

His instruction in

Court to a boy witness that there was 'no hell' caused a furious debate in the
press and the community.

Foster was a rationalist and the Catholic Advocate

wanted him deported to Mexico or Russia where-he could 'rail at religion withoutrestraint'.

As a pacifist and speaker for the League of Nations Union in the thirties,
Foster preached disarmament and attacked the appeasement or isolationist

policies of many countries. He constantly pressed for economic sanctions to be
used against the fascist countries.

Foster's judgements and comments as, firstly, an Arbitration Court judge
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and then as a member of the Conciliation and Arbitration Commission, helped to

shape the arbitration system and achieve significant changes.

He was proudest

of the forty hour week decision, in 1947. His blackest hour was probably his

gaoling of union leaders during the long and vexatious coal strike of 1949.
Unionists were bitter that the labour judge - the socialist who had himself

risked gaol by his defiance of 'unjust laws' - was able then to gaol those who
took similar stands.

As the judge in charge of the maritime industry he improved conditions
for seamen, but quarrelled with their union leaders.

Again the papers featured

his outspoken comments and it was Foster who first brought indemnity payments to
unions to the attention of the Government and the press.

For the biography the author interviewed or consulted Judge Foster's
family and friends as well as many union officials and public figures, some of
whome have since died.

Among these were politicians, Arthur Calwell,.J T Lang

and Sir William McKell; ACTU officials, Albert Monk, Bob Hawke and Muriel

Heagney (a crusader for equal pay for women); leading legal and arbitration
figures. Sir Charles Low, Sir Zelman Cowen, Sir Richard Kirby, Mr Justice Wright;
and Bernie Nolan and E V Elliott both of the Seamen's Union.

Constance Larmour lives in Canberra and works for the Legislative
Research Service of the Parliamentary Library.

JOSEPH SKURRIE, AN EXTRAORDINARY WORKING MAN

NIGEL H SINNOTT

(Talk given at June Meeting of Melbourne Branch)
The colourful story of Joseph Skurrie's life would have been almost lost
but for the diligence of two stalwart members of the Melbourne Branch of the
Australian Society for the Study of Labour History. They are, alas, no longer
alive. Sometime during the 1940s the late Harry H Pearce commissioned Skurrie

to write a manuscript account of Skurrie's work as a freethought propagandist in
the 1880s and '90s.

After Skurrie's death the late Sam Merrifield salvaged two

of Skurrie's autobiographical manuscripts which give interesting details of his
childhood and his trip round the world.

Joseph Skurie (sic) was born at 359 Gallowgate, Glasgow, on 8 January 1858,
one of four children of Joseph Skurie, tinsmith, and Jane Skurie (nee Duncan).
Quite when the family name was altered to Skurrie is not clear, but it may have
been in 1864 when they migrated on the Tornado from Liverpool to the colony of

Victoria, where Joseph senior (who had been a shipyard worker in Glasgow) had
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doubtless heard of the promised riches to be won from the gold-bearing 'white
hills of Bendigo'.

After a brief stay in Melbourne the Skurrie family headed for the goldfields in and north of the Great Dividing Range.

Bendigo was a raw, bustling

community, full of sturdy, independent, argumentative miners, many of whom still

remembered the Eureka Rebellion of a decade earlier.

In this environment Joseph

junior must have been something of a misfit. "As a boy," he confesses, "I was
different to most of my schoolmates.

I was quiet and studious, not fond of

sport, and did not mix in many of the games of my comrades." Nevertheless, he
was not without a sense of humour and as a child was a bit of a 'wag' and
practical joker.

Despite Skurrie's studious disposition, he received little formal
education. Probably as the result of his father's death, Joseph

junior started

working at the age of nine and ceased school attendance altogether at the age of
eleven.

He took what work he could get in the Bendigo area and, it would seem,

found it for the most part mentally boring and physically exhausting.

At the age

of 25 Skurrie married for the first time (c.l883); little is recorded about the

marriage apart from the fact that it was uhhappy - the wife being described as a

cold, unresponsive, 'pious bigot' - and ended in separation. The couple had at
least one daughter, Jean (born 1894?), and possibly an older girl called Agnes.

In 1886, in Pall Mall, Bendigo, Joseph Skurrie purchased his first copy

of Joseph Symes' paper, the Liberator. He at once became a regular reader and
promptly joined the Australasian Secular Association, of which Symes was then
president.

Dr Barry Smith describes Skurrie from this period of his life as

being 'a strong man, a blacksmith, about 6' 2" (1.88m) tall, with the courage of
his convictions.

He bacarae a vegetarian and teetotaler and often denounced the

Bible because it approved the eating of flesh.

Harry H Pearce, who knew Skurrie

as a very old man, described him to me as shorter, nearer 1.73m (5' 8"). Inphotographs Skurrie appears bright and alert, serious, clean shaven, with large
ears and a prominent nose.

Skurrie's frustrated intellectual energies found a ready outlet in the
Australasian Secular Association which, in the mid 1880s, was enjoying its hey

day.

His freethought interests, perhaps combined with better job prospects in

the city during the land boom, led him to Melbourne where he spoke at the Yarra

Bank or by Merri Creek and entertained meetings and soirees with recitations
from Burns or singing the hearty of melodramatic songs the Victorians loved. He
also 'had the pleasure of hearing over four hundred lectures delivered by
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Mr Joseph Symes, Wallace Nelson, W W Collins and others.'

In 1889 the Secular Association opened its new specially built Hall of
Science in Victoria Parade, Fitzroy.

After a while the post of caretaker fell

vacant; Skurrie applied for, and got, the job which was some compensation for
his frustrated ambition to be a professional freethought lecturer (he took

elocution lessons from Symes).

But alas, in Skurrie*s idiom, "The best laid schemes of mice and men aft

gang agley." The Hall of Science became a prize in the increasingly bitter
dispute between pro- and anti-Symes factions for possession of the assets of the
Secular Association.

When in June 1890 an anti-Symes gang seized the Hall by

force, Skurrie barricaded himself in his room and waited until a relieving party

of Symesites could be hauled up through his window to retake the building. The
stratagem succeeded, but the anti-Symesites included several original trustees

of the land on which the Hall was built (albiet built largely by Symesite money).
They sued for possession and, to the horror of Symes and Skurrie, won the case
in 1891. Symes did not recover the building until 1897.

It still stands, as

Brenan Hall, part of St Vincent's Hospital.

Deprived of his livelihood, and with nearly all his savings tied up in

loans to the Hall's building fund,. Skurrie decided to return to Bendigo. He
continued with his freethought activities and soon became corresponding secretary
of the Eaglehawk and Bendigo branch of the Australasian Secular Association, and

the branch's principal outdoor lecturer.

In 1893 Skurrie's loquacity resulted in efforts to muzzle and intimidate

him by the Borough Council of Eaglehawk (about 6 km north-west of Bendigo).
Skurrie refused to cease his open-air lectures in the town and was promptly
prosecuted for obstruction, trespass and using profane language.

He escaped the

first and last charges, but was fined A2.9s. for trespass with A5.9s. costs.
Both indoor and outdoor lectures still continued and Skurrie also became active

in the Eaglehawk Women's Franchise Movememt.

He also visited Adelaide, South

Australia, where he was invited to lecture. But, so he says, his secularist
activities eventually resulted in his being dismissed from the Virginia gold
mine.

Australia was now in the grip of the great depression of the 1890s, and

work - even for skilled men - was hard to find.

Skurrie decided to walk from Bendigo to Melbourne, a distance of about

140 km! But employment prospects were no better in the metropolis. He went to
Sydney, back to Melbourne, then to Strachan, Tasmania, where he had to sell his
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watch to pay his fare back to the Australian mainland and Bendigo.

Evenutally

Skurrie found an offer of work at Adelong, New South Wales, where he was employed
for three years as a blacksmith and drill fitter at the Gibraltar Consolidated
Gold Mine.

After leaving Adelong, Skurrie went briefly to Brisbane (Queensland) then
to Western Australia.

Here he settled for some fifteen years in the Kalgoorlie

area, working as a blacksmith and (mining) engine driver.

He became a foreman

and miners' spokesman, joined the social democrats and studied Esperanto (then

widely regarded as a promising international language).

Probably for the first

time in his life he earned a modest income, so he saved up and in 1910 treated

himself to "seven months of delightful travel .. the best part of my life".

He

travelled round the world, returning to Glasgow and also paying a visit to the
home of his beloved Robert Burns, before going on to the United States for the

Sixth International Esperanto Congress in Washington, D.C., where he met Dr

Ludwick Lejzer Zamenhof (1895-1917), the language's founder.

Skurrie then

returned to Australia via the Pacific.

During the First World War (around 1915) Skurrie decided to leave Western
Australia and return to Victoria.

In Melbourne he joined the Militant Propaganda

League and lectured for the Victorian Socialist Party, run by Robert S Ross,
editor of Ross's Magazine, one of the best produced rationalist-cum-socialist
periodicals Australia has seen.

Skurrie vehemently opposed conscription - a

sentiment shared by Melbourne's famous Catholic Archbishop Daniel Mannix!
Skurrie's 1916 lectures, on 'Gods, Ghosts and Devils' and 'Christianity and War'

resulted in attempts to prevent transmission of Ross's Magazine through the post,
and eventually a three months' prison sentence for the speaker under the War
Precautions Act.

On his release the unrepentant Skurrie submitted an article,

which Ross duly published, 'Tear Down the Prison Walls'!

In 1918 Joseph Skurrie joined the newly-formed Rationalist Society of
Victoria; and in or about the same year (aged 60) he married his second wife,

Winifred Froggatt, whome he outlived.

In the late 1930s the rationalists in

Melbourne became fiercely divided over the position of their leader of many years'
standing, J S Langley.

Skurrie supported the pro-Langley faction, just as he

had supported Symes in a rather similar squabble half a century earlier.

In his ninethieth year Joseph Skurrie turned to writing fiction.

This

resulted in the appearance of a 29-page novelette. Unlicensed Union, in 1948.
Skurrie used the story to propound his views on socialism, atheism and free love,

and particularly to lambast the clergy, in the guise of the 'Rev. Littlebrain',
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and prudes like 'Mrs Peeping'. Some of the names (possibly a few of the ideas)
are derived from Symes' stories in the Liberator, but Unlicensed Union is still
a remarkable and most imaginative piece of writing for a man of such advanced

years.

At the end of the robust and polemical story, Skurrie concludes with a

more gentle, philosophical epilogue on 'How the World Was Made':
*"The sun, the father of our solar system, was millions of years old
before the earth was born, for we of the whole planetary system are

children of the sun...

Every tree that grows, every flower that blooms,

every bird that sings.

All! All are children of the sun...

that live must die...

But cheer up.

All things

Millions of years may pass before

our father the sun finally gives up the ghost.

The human circle will go

on, men and women will marry and produce offspring, generation after

generation. The sun will shine and the moon will travel its monthly
course.

The birds will sing and all Nature will rejoice, right to the

end."

Joseph Skurrie lived to the age of nearly 92. In his final years he was
cared for by two young friends, Mr and Mrs Percy Scouller. He died at 45 Marong
Road, Hawthorn, Victoria on 12 December 1949 and was cremated at Fawkner

Crematorium two days later.

Despite his ambition to be a professional free-

thought lecturer, Skurrie remained a working man: his last recorded occupation
was that of 'brass cleaner'.

But he could hardly be described as an 'ordinary'

working man. In his old age he may have been regarded as a bit dubious by

middle-class, respectable rationalists; but Skurrie's loyalty to the secular
movement, his imagination and generosity were extraordinary to a degree.

Often wearied and angered by what he regarded as the gullibility,
political naivete and the financial greed of his contemporaries, Joseph Skurrie
remained - to the end - a tireless romantic who hoped for a more honest, more

humane, world.

He ranks, in my opinion, with Collins, Nelson, Symes and Harry

Scott Bennett, and deserves to be remembered in both Scotland and Australia as

one of the outstanding freethinkers and wOrking-class radicals of his generation.

References :

SINNOTT, N.H., 1977, Joseph Skurrie's Freethought Reminiscences. Lidcombe
North, N.S.W.: Atheist Society of Australia. (Gives detailed list
of references on Skurrie.)
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SINNOTT. N.H., 1978, Notes Of The Symes Family and Joseph Skurrie.

Atheist Society of Australia (Supplement to Atheist Journal
v6, no5, June.)

SKURRIE, J., MSS. in Merrifield collection (State Library, Melbourne);
Some Notes On The Work Of A Freethou(gh)t Propagandist (MS., Pearce
Collection, National Library, Canberra) Birth and death certificates
of Skurrie in present writer's possession.
MELBOURNE GREEKS AND LABOR POLITICS

LYLE ALLAN

The ethnic factor has generally been overlooked as a feature of the
Australian Labor Party's Victorian organization, yet for most of this
century it has been both persistent and significant.

Dominance by

particular groups of 'ethnic' individuals with a shared heritage of cultural
background has recurred at various times in the history of the party. The ALP
in Victoria has undergone a great ethnic transformation.

The dominance of Irish

Catholics, replaced after 1955 by the Anglo-Protestants, is now under challenge

by Greeks. Since the formation of the Victorian ALP's first overt ethnic branches
in 1975 the party has been so transformed that for the first time the power
structure of an Australian political party is beginning to reflect the large
numbers of non-British European immigrants to Australia in the period since
World War 11.

Ethnic politics have been a persistent feature of the Victorian ALP since
at least 1916.

Many similarities exist between th&Victorian ALP, especially in

inner Melbourne, and the Democratic Party at various times in American cities

such as Boston, Chicago and New York (Parkin 1977: 26-32).
is the role of Irish Catholics.

One such similarity

In Victoria the ALP was effectively dominated

by Irish-descended Catholics from 1916 to 1955.

Irish-Catholic machines were

able to control local ALP branches, with consequent control of the pre-selection

process for local parliamentary and municipal candidates, over most of the
Victorian ALP's inner Melbourne heartland.

John Wren, the subject of Frank

Hardy's popular novel Power without Glory (1950) operated an Irish-Catholic ALP

machine in inner Melbournd^for many years before 1950 which was probably the
nearest Australian equivalent of the Tammany Hall Democratic Party machine in
New York State (Allan 1978: 21; see also Brenrian 1971: 133-58).

From 1950 to 1955 the traditional Irish-Catholic machine of John Wren was

largely replaced by ideologically committed right wing Catholics.
Catholics who joined the Victorian party

The younger

after 19A5 were still overwhelmingly

of Irish descent, but they no longer played the Wren style of machine politics.
They thought more in terms of the ALP as a vehicle for social change in the
direction of Catholic social teaching.

The ALP, to them, was not an organization

in which various machines, often (especially at the municipal level) corrupt.
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competed for political power merely for its own sake. The style of their
operations suggested the decline of ethnic politics in the Victorian ALP through
out the decade after 1945, as their major concern became the removal from party
office of those members considered pro-communist or too far left (Langdon 1956:892),

The ethnic factor was, however, just as important in the Victorian ALP of 1954^
as it had been in the 1930s.

The Victorian ALP was still a party dominated by

Irish-d*escended Catholics. It would not be for much longer.
The party split in 1955 resulted in an ethnic transformation of the
Victorian AT.P.

It is not proposed here to discuss the course or causes of the

split, other than to suggest that actions by ideological Catholics in the

previous ten years were a major factor influencing the split's eventual outcome
(Murray 1970). In 1955 a large segment of the Catholic membership left the
Victorian ALP to join the Australian Labor Party (Anti-Communist), which was to
change its name in 1957 to the Democratic Labor Party.
Irish-descended Catholics who held party office in 1955 were largely

replaced after the split by personnel more Anglo, less Irish and less Catholic.
The membership of the Victorian Central Executive, the controlling organ of the

state party between 1955 and 1970, was predominantly Anglo-Protestant, with a
token membership of Irish-descended Catholics. In this sense the Central
Executive reflected the party in general.

A large number of rank and file party

members in this period were prejudiced against non-Anglo migrants, and were

reluctant to seek migrant support for the party. The Central Executive probably
ran ahead of party opinion in actively seeking such support, recognising that in

the long term the party would suffer unless it formulated policies attractive to,
and recruited members from, Victoria's non-Anglo immigrant groups.

In seeking

migrant support theefforts of the Victorian ALP in this period were generally
misguided. These efforts, nevertheless, provided the party with experiences it
learned not to repeat in the late 1970s and early 1980s.

The first significant attempt by the post-split Victorian ALP to attract

migrant support was the formation in 1956 of a multicultural or multi—ethnic
1

2

group of party members, -the New Australian Council (Davies 1972: 78: Allan
1978: 22). Its aim was to prepare policies for discussion within the party and
3

to campaign specifically among 'New Australians', but it was never an effective
organization. A small group of migrants, mainly anti-communist eastern European
Jews, came to dominate it, even though all party branches were entitled to elect

from the migrant members delegates to serve as New Australian Council members.
It was abolished in 1960, and in 1962 the New Australian Committee, a body

appointed by the Victorian Central Executive, was set up in its place. The
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largest ethnic groups had only token representation on the committee, and many of
its members were not even migrants.

Federal ALP leader AACalwell was even

co-opted in 1962, probably for symbolic purposes, as he had been responsible
while Immigration Minister in the Chifley government for the post-World War II
wave of immigration to Australia.

It expressed opinions on such matters as

pension eligibility and naturalization, but had little impact in terms of encour

aging migrant participation in the ALP, and went out of existence with federal
intervention into the Victorian branch in 1970.

No multicultural migrant group formed by a major Australian political
party has existed continuously over more than a decade.

Attempts at multi

cultural migrant organization in Victoria by the Liberal Party (Aimer 1974: 103)
and the Democratic Labor Party (Richards 1978) failed for similar reasons to
those of the Victorian ALP: their stated aims did not suggest a common purpose

or attractiveness to a sufficiently large number of migrants.

The experience of

the Victorian ALP's New Australian Council, dominated by a small unrepresentative
group, was repeated by the.New South Wales Liberal Party, which disbanded its
Ethnic Council in 1979. (The Ethnic Council was an embarrassment to the NSW

Liberal Party, for it pursued extreme right-wing policies and its chairman,
Slovenian-born Ljenko Urbanchich, was accused of writing pro-German articles in

Ljubljana during World War II. Canberra Times 25 Nomber 1979.) The Victorian
ALP has recognised the futility of attempting multicultural group organization,
and has not had any such bodies since 1970.

Extra-party adherent organizations are a better means of attracting the
support of migrant voters among particular ethnic communities than the multi
cultural groups described above, even if they are not necessarily the most
desirable means of doing so.

Ethnic adherent organizations have been formed to

support most Australian political parties, but are not part of and do not even
necessarily include members of the party whose interests they are formed to

support.

The development of an Italian adherent organizaiton, II Consiglio

Italiano-Australiano del Lavoro (Italian-Australian Labor Council), formed by
Giuseppe Di Salvo, a retired Italian sea captain, was welcomed by leading party
office holders in the early 1960s as a means by which the ALP could increase its
support among Italian-ethncis.

The most valuable work the Council did for the

ALP was distributing literature £imong Italians and interpreting outside polling
booths at elections.

It also published the Italian newspaper II Progresso.

The

Council was probably the most successful ethnic adherent organization formed in
Australia, at least in the sense that it was responsible for the participation

by Italian-ethnics in Australian politics.

It did not, however, politicize

ethnicity in any effective sense in the ALP because it was not a part of the
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formal party structure.

The Italian-Australian Labour Council ceased to. be important in the
Victorian ALP after Captain Di Salvo's failure to obtain pre-selection for the

House of Representatives seat of Batman in 1966 (Allan 1978: 24). Many Italians

thought Di Salvo had been passed over in favour of an Anglo candidate only
because he was an Italian, and participation in the ALP by many members of Di
Salvo's council ceased. Its importance should, however, be properly recognised.

This importance stems not so much from its encouragement of political participation
(albeit briefly) by Italians, but from the fact that it showed how ethnic groups
other than Anglo- or Irish-Australians could participate effectively in ALP

politics. It did this by demonstrating that an organization of ALP supporters
formed among members of a particular ethnic group, properly organized, was
capable of attracting wide appeal among members of that ethnic group.

Captain Di Salvo's Italian-Australian Labor Council was the prototype for
the organisation of particular ethnic groups by the Victorian ALP after federal
intervention made ethnic organization inside the party viable. Branch members

now enjoyed, in comparison to the position before 1970, considerable opportunities
to serve on party committees and to participate in pre-selection. Ethnic ALP
branches were the logical form of ethnic intra-party organization.

Ethnic branches were not primarily the product of initiatives by individual

ethnic groups. They represented a calculated move by members of the Socialist
Left faction in the Victorian ALP to obtain a factional advantage in internal

party elections. The promoters of ethnic branches felt (and were later proven
correct) that these branches would enable many more migrants to become active ALP
members. Many migrants, lacking sufficient language skills to comprehend

proceedings at English speaking ALP branch meetings, would feel completely at
home where proceedings were conducted in their own language. Ethnic branches
would enable many migrants who would not normally join an.English speaking branch

to participate in the ALP as full members. In Nofthcote, the predominantly
working-class inner Melbourne suburb where the first ethnic branches were formed
in 1975, local Socialist Left power brokers considered it likely that members of
ethnic branches would be favourable to their faction. Socialist Left supporters
were not, however, the only people involved in organizing the original ethnic
branches. Tony Matisi, Northcote's then mayor and the first Italian migrant to

become mayor of a Melbourne municipality, is one such example. Matisi, a
moderate with no record of factional alignment, gave ethnic branches strong

support. The two original ethnic branches formed in Northcote were representative
of the two largest non-Anglo ethnic groups - Greek and Italian - living in the
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( cess of oiiihHiicriijlaiitybtrar5Elta3ar success, and the subsequent success of other ethnic branches
is the result of two factors.

ong ALP members a^jnstily, there was a decline in prejudice among ALP members against
taken sevemoh-Angio migrants.

Such prejudice had previously taken several forms.

Non-

ALP branciAngLo migrants were often made to feel unwelcome at ALP branch meetings, and as
'areiv t nv •neeentlyr as tihe'mid-1960s migrant ALP members were rarely invited to the then
alities-

JfashionaJiLe: mayoral balls in ALP-controlled municipalities.

It was equally rare

th as Lran fior, them! to be nominated for local party offices such as branch president or
Thuugh seorjstarty[it' By the early 1970s prejudice was fading.

Though it may

appear

tmed at

paradoxical that ethnic branches should have been formed at a time when pari

ng m.tJi t

icipation of non-Anglo migrants in the party was being more generally accepted

niajiv whu v.-hyi ALP; members, ethnic branches did meet a need for many who wished to^join the
jn the par'parcty,aartd a decline in prejudice against migrants in the party as a whole
p'om to I
g i. v, I - 14

assured acceptance-forethnic branch formation.

The promoters of ethnic branches

minimized opposition to their establishment by using locality rather than nation-

tn iht. : -ality,for branch names, a practice ethnic branches in the Victorian ALP continue

nd Lhe tir i Lo follow. The original Italian branch, Croxton, and the original Greek branch,
,hey'wei oWestgarth, were named after railway stations.

Once they were established as

hc't; waa a formal party units, their existence as ethnic branches was a fait accompli. The

poi I ors e 1!4)ranches complied: v«[ith party rules that any ten supporters eligible for membership
party's A(bould-^tfionm

branch, subject to the approval of the party's Administrative

4

mal objec t Coiranibtee.1 M Atl .the local level in Northcote no formal objections were raised.
uIJ have mvwhereas. la decade earlier ethnic branch formation would have met active resistance

Wi lkes.

from ALP local councillors and the local MLA, Frank Wilkes.

Cent j luied jiex! issue.
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The Australian Society
f0r the Study of Labour History
President' s Report
to

Eric Fry

Sixteenth General Meeting

President

In the two years since the last general meeting the Society has
enhanced its position as a force in Australian history. The Society's
journal, Labour History, now publishes more scholarly articles in
Australian history than any other journal; seeking to incorporate labour
and social history it has continued to extend its scope to express new
views and contemporary concerns. Its fiftieth issue demonstrates the
quality and vitality of the articles which it attracts whilst its
circulation testifies to its wide appeal.

All who have helped in the editorial, administrative and financial
processes can be gratified with these achievements. The production of
Labour History is the culmination of their voluntary efforts. The work
of the Society is further strengthened by the branches in Sydney and
Melbourne and the Hummer and Recorder which bring many members into
participation and provide support for the wider activities.

The Society is in a satisfactory financial position with adequate
reserves and income meeting costs although subscription rates have not
been raised for three years. The Society has always kept the price of
Labour History as low as possible, seeking more subscribers to counter
rising costs.
The Executive Committee has been able to maintain international

contacts, encourage the preservation of records, sponsor publications and
participate in conferences. These undertakings and the promotion of the
Society generally have been constrained only by the limited number of
people available for them.

At the last general meeting it was recognised that the Society must
look to Sydney or Melbourne for the officials and office assistance which
it requires. The resources provided in the Economic History Department
of "Sydney University on the initiative of Ken Buckley have.rtiade a transfer
of headquarters possible and Sydney can provide the number and variety
of helpers which Labour History needs to.realise its potential fully.
This general meeting signals a new stage for it and the Society.
Hence it is an appropriate time to recognise the services of John
Merritt who has been proposed for Honorary Life Membership of the Society
by Ann Curthoys of Sydney and Peter Love of Melbourne. He has edited
Labour Hi story for ten years, guiding it through major changes,
encouraging and helping scores of contributors; he has supervised many
young scholars and generously helped to fruition the works of others,
putting aside his own. As he hands over editorship of the journal
labour history in Australia bears his imprint.

