Recorder
MELBOURNE BRANCH

AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF LABOUR HISTORY

Registered by Australia Post
Price: 20 cents

Publication No.VBH-1331
ISSN 0155-8722

February, 1987

Number 144

Editorial

Last year we had talks about historical topics - from a

political history of Brunswick, the election of the first Labour
politician,Charles Jardine Don to the impact of Dr.Mannix in Victoria,
This time we propose to discuss a current topic - the treatment
of people in prisons throughout the world and the work of Amnesty
to correct ill-treatment.

Mr. Geoffrey Hallard has worked hard in the cause of Amnesty.
He will deal with its work - its successes and failures.

Topic of Meeting

Amnesty - its successes and its failures

Date and Time

Tuesday, 17th February, 1987 at 7.45 p.m.

Speaker

Geoffrey Ballard

Venue

310 Queen Street, Melbourne - the office
of the Australian Insurance Officers Union,

LABOUR DAY 1987 - MARCH 9TH

We are one of the few organizations that keep the memory of

Labour Day. We are now considering how we will celebrate Labour Day
this year.

Would members, give this some thought and suggest to us

what their views are and in what way they would like us to commemorate
this Day.
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Activity during 1986

We commemorated two events in 1986. After the Trades Hall

Council meeting on Thursday, May 22nd, delegates and members of the

Labour History Society gathered in the old Ballroom to remember and
drink a toast

This was sponsored by the Vehicle Builders' Employee's Federation
of Australia/Victorian Branch whose secretary Tony Butler and John
Arrowsmith our President moved and seconded a toast to the pioneers
of more than a hundred years ago-

Then on the 22nd October we had two fine addresses by Brian

MacKinley and Niall Brennan

about the success in opposing conscription

in the Referendum of 1916.

We held our normal meetings as follows:-

18th February

- A political history of Brunswick by Les Barnes.

10th March

- Labour Day Oration

Right wing offensive of 1930's and today - John
Arrowsmith.

22nd April

- Life in a university town in U.S.A. - Carolyn
Rasmussen

17th June

- Life of Joseph Skurrie - an extra-ordinary
man - Nigel Sinnott

26th August

- Penal Colony to Penal Powers - Jack Hutson.

9th December

- The people's Man - Charles Jardine Don - Desmond
Shiel.

The executive wishes to thank the Australian Insurance Officers

Union for its willingness to let us use its Board Room for our meetings.

Number of Subscribers to Recorder

Funds

Current Account

-

206

$819.44 (as at 14th January, 1987)

Fixed Term Deposits

$2500
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A talk given on 60th Anniversary of the

DR. MANNIX

Anti-conscription campaign by Niall Brennan
0A

J
J3r

V:

READING HISTORY BACKWARDS

Mr.Sam Cohen, who was a leader of the A.L.P. opposition in
the Senate and a friend of mine, wrote an article called "Reading

History Backwards" in a Melbourne University paper. It was a good
article. He said that many people studying history decided questions

of the past from the viewpoint of the present. He maintained that it
was necessary to look at an event in history through the eye of a
person at the time.

If we were to study the question of slavery in the times of the
Romans we would have to accept the fact that slavery was normal

practice and we would not object to a person because he had slaves.
Thus, if we were to look at a country prior to the 1914's we
would have to accept that most people took War as a matter of course.
Up to almost our own day War was a normal act of politics. Having an
army was a normal act of the state.

If we look at various colonies before Federation, they all

had their little defence forces. If we thought of Victoria, we would
think of a state with its own militia and its navy - its navy now
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sits at the entrance to Half Moon Bay; it was the H.M.A.S.Cerberus.

It was bought to defend Victoria against the Russians. If you were

going to have an army you had to have an enemy and consequently we
had an enemy, the Russians, the yellow Peril.

Up to 1914 an army was a normal accoutranent of a well organised
government.

WORKERS OR PROFESSIONAL ARMY

I

There was a problem however, up to 1914 there was an international

well organised worker solidarity. And a professional army had been
used again and again against the turbulent workers of the world.
So nobody wanted a professional army, with its gold-braided, red-lined
uniform.

How could men dress themselves up like peacocks? That's what a
professional army looked like.

The citizen army was brought in by the Labour government. It was

not going to be a gold-braided,professional army. It was a very
democratic army. The danger of a professional army being turned

against the workers was uppermost in the minds of Labour people.

We were a proletarian country. We never had an aristocracy.
Some of them tried. But we always had a great mass of unwashed people
representing Australia.

A great problem

right from Federation was a strong attitude

in this country about militarism, about war, about a professional
military caste.

When war broke out in 1914 an extra-ordinary wave of military
hysteria swept the country. It was an incredible hysteria. When I

look at the cartoons, the pictures, and the writings of the day I
can only say that in 1914 Australia went mad. I don't think Australia
could be blamed for it, for something shattering had happened -

something for which they were totally unprepared.
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A TOWERING FIGURE IN AUSTRALIAN HISTORY

When Dr.Mannix died in 1964 the A.B.C. described him as a

towering figure in Australian history. I agree with that. However,

for the next thirty or forty years there will be debate as to why

he is a towering figure, what did he do, what was to be his place
in Australian history?

I wrote the first biography of Dr. Mannix. There has been two
or three books on Dr. Mannix that are worthless historically. I have

looked at some of the books written since and I think my biography

is not too bad. The only book I can recommend is B.A.Santamaria's.
At least he is a scholar and is literate which is more than can be
said of some of the others.

There are some questions that need to be answered about Dr.Mannix,

.

one is "Why did Dr.Mannix leave Ireland to come to Australia?

Dr.Mannix was one of the outstanding academics in Ireland. He

had reached the top of his academic career. He was president of St.

m

Patrick's College, Maynooth which was a constituent college of the
National University of Ireland. St.Patricks' College Maynooth was
also a pontificial university that is a university recognised by
the Vatican for the education of clergy.

A man does not leave a job like that to travel twelve thousand
miles to become archbishop of a city that was not a great city in
those days. He could have become Archbishop of Armagh or Archbishop
of Dublin. Why did he come to Australia? We do know that he was an
ardent Irish republican.

I think Dr.Mannix had made his position clear, though in his

clerical position he had not made public statements. He had not made
public statements on the Irish position in Ireland, though we don't
know what he said privately. I think we can say that this was the basis
for his exile to Australia.
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AN ARMY OF OCCUPATION

We know that there were 60,000 British troops in Ireland when
he was a boy. It was an army of occupation. Somebody should do a
barracks tour. They ringed Ireland with barracks.They ringed Scotland

with barracks. They ringed Wales with barracks. They established a
number of regiments, the Welsh guards, the Scottish Highlanders, the

the Royal Irish and they nabbed up the troublesome youths, unemployed,
and they sent them as far away from their home as they could go.

There were 60,000 British troops in Ireland. They were probably
not British, They were probably Scotch or Welsh. They had become an

occupying army. I think Dr. Mannix had developed a feeling about
militarism, about War convention and imperial conservation.

Somebody asked Dr.Mannix after he had been in Australia some time

"Why are you so disloyal? He replied, "I am as loyal as any Irishman
could be."

One think he elucidated during his long stay in Australia was

the meaning of the word "loyalty". And he divorced loyalty from a
conservative,Protestant imperialistic establishment from the mass of the
people whose real loyalties were somewhere else.

HOME

RULE

Just before Dr.Mannix left Ireland they came to receive Home Rule

a form of government akin to Dominion status. It had been lock, stock
and barrel part of the United Kingdom since 1800. Under the Act of
Union Irish electors sent Irish representatives to the House of Commons.

Under Home Rule they said " let us have an Irish parliament to determine

Irish affairs". This was to take effect about 1914. But a few years
earlier there had been a strong protest, a rebellion against the
Home Rule movement coming from Ulster.
%

Northern Ireland today is called Ulster. One talks about Ulster

being a part of Northern Ireland, it occupies the top, right hand
corner. That top, right hand corner was settled in 1600 by Scotch
Presbyterians thought to be loyal to Queen Elizabeth and that was the

beginning of the present sectarian division of Ireland today.
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And it is not Ulster because Northern Ireland itself is a maverick,
a monster that was created in 1921 piecement to satisfy a militant
minority. So the word "Ulster" is not correct and Northern Ireland
is not used correctly. Northern Ireland is not the most northern
part of Ireland. These words are all political contrivances.

But the Ulster Unionists, a small council of people around

Belfast, powerful, politically influential are people who were closely
in touch with the Conservative forces in London in the House of

Commons - these people threatened open revolt against the idea of
Home Rule. They said " We will not accept Rule from Dublin".
It was partly on religious grounds for they said Home Rule meant

Rome Rule and they would have become a Protestant minority governed
Predominantly by a Catholic State. They went so far as to import
arms from Germany, a considerable quantity of rifles and ammunition
that were landed in Ireland in 1912.

This was open treason. Is it possible to imagine anything more
obviously treasonable than to import arms, to resist by arms a law

that had been passed by the House of Commons signed by the King.
But they were allowed to get away with it. No action was taken against
them. But this action convinced many Irishmen that there was no way
they could trust the British.

There was another event that took place shortly afterwards in 1913.
Outside Dublin there was a big military camp, the officers of which

said that if they took out arms against the Ulstermen

they would resign

their commissions. Now an officer does not normally resign if he has
to go to war. It's unusual. The officers of Ulster were allowed to

get away with it. They made it clear that the Protestant Minorities in

the North and the officers in the Army and the Conservative Government
were all unionists at heart and were all combined to oppose the Irish
Republican movement.
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THE ESTABLISHMENT.

When Dr. Mannix landed in Australia he found a large echelon of
his own people. The Irish minority in Melbourne were one-third of the

population. They welcomed him for one reason in particular. They were
uneducated, they were working class, and they supported the radical

working class movement. This was a part of the cultural values they
had brought with them from Ireland. They had a taste for politics

so they went into politics when they came to the land of opportunity.

But

they were second-class citizens. They were despised.
There was an imperial Protestant establishment. It is only in

recent years that Irish and Jews have entry into certain places.As
Zelman Cowan said to me."If you are a Governor-General and get a
Knighthood, its hardto keep you out of the Melbourne Club." I've no
doubt that if we had some prominent blacks they would have suffered

from it too. There was a white, Protestant ascendency and that had
helped to maintain a strong sense of inferiority among the Irish
Catholics.

Actually, while they remained at the bottom level of society,
labourers mostly, there was no sense of discrimination because there

could not be, but as they began to climb up the socio-economic ladder,
it became obvious that they felt a subtle discrimination, above all a
sense of being inferior.

I remember this at school. I went to the Irish Christian Brothers

school and the Irish Christian Brothers could not get a game offootball
with Melbourne Grammar. We knew we had the fastest school runner in

Victoria because we had his times on a stop-watch. But the newspapers
would have no qualms about saying that Johnson of the Grammar School
was the fastest schoolrunner in Victoria. I think we have got rid of

most of them now. I recall these discriminations as a reality and my
father and grandfather recalled them as a reality.

THE

ARRIVAL OF

DR. MANNIX

What happened when Dr. Mannix arrived here?

Dr.Mannix was a princely figure. He was tall and thin. He was a
magnificent speaker and a scholar of world standing.No one could
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sneer at Dr. Mannix.

The moment he arrived he became a natural leader, and because
of his own attitudes to social justice, because of his attitude to

Irish Republicanism, he was able to say many things that they loved
to hear him say.

He was not always tactful, he was not always gracious, sometimes

he was appalling. He said things about the WASP

ascending that if he

had been a diplomat he would not have said. He said things they
loved to hear him say.

He became the leader of the Irish and he became entrenched in

that leadership by an event that occurred in 1916, the Irish uprising
of Dublin.

Now the Irish had always a desperate desire for acceptance and
respectability so in 1914 they all wanted to go to war; they were all
for Great Britain and Empire. But, by 1916, at the time of the Easter

Uprising in Dublin many were hurt and shocked by the British response
to the uprising in Dublin. The uprising in Dublin was a brief,
unspectacular fracas. If the British in charge had weathered it out
put the men in internment camps for a couple of weeks and sent them

home the course of history would have been changed.
But what happened was that General Maxwell who was sent over to
restore order in Dublin had summary drumhead

courtmartials and

ended up executing all the republican leaders. In ten days he made
sixteen martyrs for Ireland.

He could not have cemented the cause of Irish republicanism
more securely and that was to usher in eight years of violence in

Ireland which the Irish still call the War of Independence and some
call the troubles.

But I think this made Dr. Mannix more convinced that we was going
to be a leader against militarism and British Imperialism on the Anglo
Saxon Protestant ascendency. It was out of this atmosphere, the
atmosphere of 1916, that Dr. Mannix moved to oppose anything that
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of British imperialism or the Anglo-Saxon Protestant ascendency.
Then at the end of 1916 we had the Anti-Conscription referendum
And what side was Dr. Mannix going to be on that.

For the next twelve months Dr. Mannix played an active part in
the Conscription campaigns.

At this time all the clergy favoured conscription - all the

Anglican bishops most of the non-conformist minority favoured

conscription. We had this Irish, republican arch-bishop standing aloof
from all this.

I read this recently "God sent his son

to save mankind and its

our sacred duty to send our sons to save mankind." I hope I'm a
Christian but I don't call that Christianity.

The equation between Protestant religiosity and Empire loyalty
was almost total.

So this man Mannix was not only a powerful leader he was almost
the devil incarnate.

He actually came and and spoke against the Government when it

tried to shut the German Schools. I don't think he cared much about
the war in Europe. But he had a sense of social justice. So be became
the devil incarnate. There were talks about deporting him.

The whole story of Mannix in 1916-17-18 would make a magnificent
musical comedy if Billy Hughes was in it as well.
He may have swayed a few votes that may have warmed in the anti-

conscription campaign. I like to think that he may have swayed a lot.
We will never know.
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THE DEATH OF SYD NORRIS

Syd Norris a loyal member of the History Society died on
Thursday, 8th January.

He was aged 90 years of age.

We will include an obituary

for him in the next Recorder,

it************************************

MELBOURNE GREEKS & LABOR POLITICS

by Lyle Allen (continued from Number 141 of August,1986)

Secondly, there was the democratization of the party's representative
bodies and the institutionalization of party factions after 1970.

Changes arising from Federal intervention, as previously noted,brought
a more democratic structure than that which had previously allowed
the Victorian ALP to be controlled by a small group of trade union
officials. Forty per cent of delegates to State Conference since 1970

have been elected by branch members, whereas prior to federal

intervention over 80 per cent of State Conference delegates represented
affiliated trade unions. Another reform resulting from Federal
intervention has been the use of proportional representation in all
internal party elections, which led to the institutionalization of

party factions and their operation even at the party's branch level.

Party factions have much to gain, in terms of electing delegates to
State Conference and pre-selection panels, if they can increase branch
membership to their advantage.

The formation of ethnic branches in Northcote has been of clear

benefit to the Socialist Left faction, particularly at the municipal
level where the Socialist Left, with the support of the Greek
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Westgarth branch, has dominated pre-selection panels for Northcote
Council elections since 1977. Ethnic branches in the future may not,

however, continue to support particular factions. They may become
as factionalized as the rest of the party. This has in fact happened
in Northcote where a third ethnic branch, Northcote East, was formed

in 1978 by Centre Unity supporters dissatisfied with Socialist Left
control of the Westgarth branch. The future success of ethnic branches

will not, however, depend on their factional alignment. In the long
term the success of individual ethnic branches will depend on their

maintaining an appeal among the particular ethnic group they were
formed to assist.

The most successful ethnic branches have been Greek. The Victorian

ALP does not keep official records acknowledging the existence of
ethnic branches, but at least eleven Greek branches now exist
5

throughout Melbourne, generally in areas with high Greek populations.
Some Greek branches include a token membership of Anglo-Australians,

usually members learning Greek and- using Greek Branches for language
practice. The largest Greek branches, Abbotsford, Westgarth and Wills
Central (with a membership in Brunswick and Coburg) are all located
in inner Melbourne. These branches maintain a strong organization at
the local level, with memberships ranging from 70 to around 120. Not
all Greek branches have been successful. Greek branches in Clayton

and Richmond, for example, almost lapsed through membership inactivity.
Successful Greek branches owe much to the enthusiasm of a few key

office holders, particularly their presidents and secretaries, and the
ability of these office holders to sustain membership interest on
particular issues.

Local government issues are the subject of most discussion in
many Greek branches, particularly those where members hold or seek

office in their local municipal council. In this respect Greek branches
do not differ from many inner Melbourne non-ethnic branches where
local government is also the major item of discussion at most branch
meetings. Younger members of Greek branches are responsive to the
same issues as younger members of the party generally, such as resources

issues (particularly uranium mining) and foreign affairs. Greek branches
have also supported demonstrations in opposition to United States bases
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in Australia and alleged use of such bases in de-stabilising the
Greek Socialist government. Other issues discussed at length by
Greek branches include unemployment, the impact of technological
change on a large unskilled Greek-Australian workforce, migrant
welfare facilities and immigration. Internal party issues, such as
Greek representation on pre-selection panels and campaign committees,
arouse the greatest response from branch members. Greek successes

in internal party elections are widely applauded at branch meetings.
The branches appear to be carrying on the Greek-Australian tradition

of political activity, heretofore confined to their own community and
unknown to most Australians.

A focal point for Greek participation in the Victorian ALP

is the Greek ALP Central Committee. This body predates the first
Greek branch, being formed in the early 1970's as an organization of Gree
ALP supporters, but it has now become a representative body of Greek

.

ALP branches. The committee comprises two delegates from each Greek

branch and one delegate from certain other branches with a high Greek
membership. The committee's original standing was clearly that of an
extra-party adherent organization but its present composition, with

delegates from party branches,.places it more in the position of an
unofficial gathering of party members. Under party rules the

committee, because it has no official status, cannot submit motions
for consideration by party conferences and assemblies. The committee
has some benefit for Greek ALP members in that it acts as a liaison

group for branches, and enables Greek activists to discuss common

problems.

The committee has recently been concerned with several unsuccessful
attempts by Greek parents to elect representatives to the Councils of
state primary schools, in the past, school councils have been an

avenue for local community activity by many ALP members. A lack of

migrant participation in local school government in the past has been
surprising, but Melbourne Greek parents are beginning to make some

impact in this area. Many issues discussed by the committee are
unrelated to the ALP, and include the internal politics of Greek
soccer clubs and the Greek Orthodox Church. The Greek Orthodox

community in Victoria is highly factionalized, and ALP members are

j
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to be found on all sides in community disputes. While the Greek
Committee has access to some funds, largely raised by donations

and popular Greek dances, it remains a fairly loose body of
individual Greek branches. It is unable itself to exercise any great

political clout. Activity by Greek branches themselves, as well as
the success of Greek-ethnic candidates seeking party office and
pre-selection, will be the key to the future of Greek influence in
the Victorian ALP.

The success of Greek branches can be contrasted with the lack

of success enjoyed by Italian branches. The few Italian branches
formed since 1975 have not been noted for their activity. Only three
Italian branches hold regular meetings at present and Croxton, the

original Italian branch, now barely qualifies under the ALP
requirement that a branch consist of at least ten members. Population
movements are working against the Italian branches in most of

inner Melbourne. With rising income and socio-economic status many
Italians are moving to more'desirable' areas. Many second generation
Italo-Australians, whose educational experiences were at a time

of 'assimilationism' in official policies and popular sentiment,
appear to reject the concept of ethnic ALP branches. In areas where

Italian branches hold regular meetings, a large number of second
generation Italo-Australians prefer to join a non-ethnic ALP branch.
The same does not seem to be true of Greeks. Whole families often

become members of Greek ALP branches. This may be partly explained
by the fact that large-scale Greek immigration to Australia commenced

almost a decade later than that from Italy, with the result that
Greek branches have a strong base among the large number of relatively
recent Greek migrants in inner Melbourne. Historical and cultural

factors are, however, probably equally important as explanations for
the general failure of ALP attempts at Italian organization in Victoria

in the late 1970s. Italians, unlike Greeks, do not have a history of
continuous political activity in Australia, even in areas of high
Italian-ethnic population such as the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area
in New South Wales. Italian-language newspapers in Australia reflect

this by their lack of news about Australian politics. The lack of

political activity by Italians relative to Greeks in Australia may
partly result from the organization of the Catholic Church.
TO BE CONTINUED
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