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Editorial

We have been in existence 25 years.

A small organisation of

Labor supporters/ under the name of Pioneers of Labor was
approached by Sam Merrifield with the proposal that they
should form a Melbourne Branch of the Australian Society for

the Study of Labour History.

Two of the pioneers, J. Garvey

and Lloyd Churchward, still remain members.
The pioneers agreed to form the Branch.

We have followed in their tradition.

This year we celebrated

the 60th anniversary of the 1917 conscription campaign at a
meeting at which two talented and witty speakers, Niall
Brennan and Brian McKinlay, spoke.

We are fortunate that

Brian McKinley will again speak at our December meeting.

At the October meeting Judith Smart spoke about that historic

year for Labour, 1917.

We found her account so interesting

that we will publish it in this and subsequent issues.
Then Mrs. Margaret Luers has written a biography of her
father, J.K. McDougall, to which we give significant space
because of its importance.

Altogether it has been a good year for the Branch.
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Annual General Meeting

Date:

Tuesday 8 December - 7.45 p.m.

Venue:

Boardroom:

Australian Insurance Officers
Union, 310 Queen Street,
Melbourne

Speaker:

Brian McKinley

Topic:

Social and Working Conditions
Hungarian Museum Collection

Election of Executive

Office-bearers for the year 1988 will be elected at this
meeting.

The present executive is:

John Arrowsmith

President

R. Curlewis

Executive member

J. Garvey

"

"

"

"

J. Hutson

Peter Love

Lloyd Edmonds

Secretary/Treasurer

Subscriptions are now due

We learn from the past lessons for today.

Our aim is to

increase our knowledge of Labour's history and to spread that
knowledge as widely as possible.

Your subscription helps us to fulfil that aim.

The subscription rate is now $5.00 a year and our financial
year runs from January to December.

EUREKA STOCKADE COMMEMORATION

; Saturday 5 December
Jim Garvey

The 133rd Anniversary of the Miners' fight for justice,
centred in the heroic defence of the Eureka Stockade in 1864:
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and its annual celebration, has entered into an interesting

phase with the approach of the Bicentennial year in 1988.
The formation of a n6w Eureka Celebration Committee, this

year, has brought a fresh approach to the task of rejuvenating
Ballarat City's enthusiastic commemorations of past decades.
The new Committee's manifesto signed by the Co-ordinators
of the "Children of Eureka" gathering, Paul Murphy, Bob
i

O'Brien, Editor of '6^allarat News' and Peter Tobin have
planned what they call a "prelude to Eureka" for Saturday
5 December 1987 at the Old Ballarat Cemetery.

There, at

1.30 p.m. a wreath will be laid at the Diggers Memorial
monument and an oration

will be given by Dr. Bernard Barrett,

the State Historian of Victoria.

The Committee has contacted 250 descendants of the Stockaders

so far, and looks towards a great reunion of their families
on the Eureka date in 1988.

It must be recorded here that the body that kept the event

alive was the Connolly Association, and that it has celebrated
the Eureka commemoration for the past 20 odd years.

The Connolly Association of Australia, formed in 1964, was
concerned with the generating of a spirit of protest at the
unjust division of Ireland maintained by the British
Government, and it also supported the socialist teachings of
James Connolly as pointing the way forward to Ireland's
political and economic emancipation.

In 1967 and 1968 a campaign was set going by the Association

to revive the public celebration of Eureka which had lapsed.
Letters were written to the 'Courier' newspaper and an

interview arranged with its Editor to good purpose.

The

official City function was restored on 1 December 1968.
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The 'Children of Eureka' gathering and the Committee have now
been approved by the Australian Bicentennial Authority.
Members of Labour History Society are cordially invited to
attend the Eureka function on 5 December at the Old Cemetery,
Creswick Road at 1.30 p.m.

Film - "Comrades"

This film is about the Tolpuddle Martyrs and the attempt to

form a farm-workers union in England in the 1830's.

The first

half of this three hour production is about life in Tolpuddle
in those days on 7/- a week for a family.

Although life was

very hard, the film shows aspects of village life with
unexpected humour.

The contrast between Church and Chapel,

some magnificent dancing at the local fair, the two young men

courting the girls, these pictures of village life are most
engrossing.

However, Frampton, the local squire, holds sway.

The

labourers' wages are reduced from 9/- to 8/- and then again to
7/- a week.

gentry.

This in turn is contrasted with the life of the

The farm labourers go on strike, are arrested, put in

chains and marched to Dorchester where they receive seven

years transportation to Australia.

The second half of the film shows the lives of the convicts in

Australia.
for them.

Each one has a separate life.

But there is hope

A big campaign is developed in England and

eventually the six return home where they receive a mighty
reception.

The director says his aim is:

"What I wanted to suggest was the magic of things ... I

always try to have audiences leave the cinema with hope
... Life is more important that anything."
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"Comrades" is a counter-blast to anti-union messages.

It is a

rewarding experience to go to the cinema to see such a film as'
this one.

In Sydney it is shown in the Academy Twin, in

Melbourne in the Capitol.

"Laureate of Labor" i A life of J.K. McDougall

J. K. McDougall was one of the most faithful, one of the
truest Labor politicians.
years.

He represented Wannon for seven

He also was a poet.

He wrote under many pseudonyms

for Tocsin, the Labofe Call, and other Labor papers.

He wrote

gratuitously.

Brian Fitzpatrick described J. K. McDougall as "the last of
the bush balladists cum Labor radicals".

A biography of J. K. McDougall "Laureate of Labor" has been
written by his daughter, Margaret Luers, and published by the
Banyan Press, Box 424 Sandy Bay 7005.

It has 118 pages and

the recommended price i§ $12.95.

In these memoirs one gets a picture of J. K. McDougall's life
and times.

This is how they lived at the end of the last

century and the beginning of this one.

J. K. McDougall was a survivor.

He reached the age of 90

years.

Some of the incidents of his life are described in this

summary, particularly his notorious tarring and feathering in
1919.

If you want to read a full description (which I hope you do),
particularly of the Western District with the squatters
dominating the social scene, read the book.

I'Bllii I

■
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INCIDENTS from "Laureate of Labor"

J. K. McDougall was a prosperous farmer who espoused the cause
of Labor. He had a farm 12 miles from Ararat.

It was in the

electorate of Wannon which stretched from the Mallee to the

sea.

He was a poet, a farmer, and a Socialist.

His Socialism

was a simple faith which consisted mainly of opposition to the
class-conscious dominance of the squatters and of confidence

in the small holder and worker who was so ill-treated by their
superiors.

Wannon contained large pastoral properties owned by some of
the wealthiest and most influential squatters in the state.

These great landowners were typical of their class.

Arrogant,

intolerant, class-conscious, they objected to all outsiders.
To quote from the memoir "During these early days, wages in
the shearing industry were very low and the living quarters of
the shed hands and shearers were a standing reproach to the
squatters who left big and costly teams of racehorses in

training, flushed about the country in stylish carriages and
were ever welcome at the most fashionable drinkeries.

Brutality was the order of the day in high places.

Magistrates talked brutally, squatters talked brutally and
even "Disciples of Christ" got someting off their pious
chests".

Serious Affray at Netallie Station

William McLean was a fine young man and a staunch unionist.
He was camped near Wilcania in August 1894, with his mates
when word reached them that non-union shed hands had started

work at Grasmere station, twenty miles away.
unarmed to interview them.

They set out

McLean was the first to enter the

men's hut and was met with a bullet in the chest.

He was

arrested on his way back to Wilcania, was denied medical

treatment and was sentenced to three years in Goulburn gaol.
The deep chill of the prison all did the rest.

He was

released after fifteen months and was sent home to die at his

■
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poor mother's home in Koroit. He is buried in the Illowa
(Tower Hill) Cemetery on the highway between Warrnambool and
Port Fairy.

And the man who shot McLean?

meted out to his victim.

He was not treated in the manner

According to William Guthrie Spence^

pioneer unionist and president of the Amalgamated Shearers
Union (later Australian Workers Union) 1882-1902.
'•No action was taken jagainst, the scoundrel who shot McLean.

Instead, the Presider^ of the Pastoralists Union sent him
congratulations.

He was also given a considerable sum of

money".

That was characteristic of the social basis of Wannon.

What happened to the Aboriginals?

When one travelled around Wannon, one saw not only some most

beautiful scenes flanked by the great Grampians, there were

also the little mounds, graves of the children killed by the
diptheria, the scourge of the young.
children died of diptheria.

Three of McDougall's

And also there are the unmarked

graves of the aboriginals.

Not only did the squatter object to the unions, he also
persecuted the aboriginal.

This incident, based on fact and

described in one of McDougall's 'Exjera

"The Squatter's

Soliloquoy" was not unique.

"But the blacks imagined that the land was theirs and
they pestered me, parson said rightly

By spearing my cattle and stealing my sheep or laming my
horses ijightly

At last, grown tired of their frequent thefts and their
deeds of native daring

ifi-TiiinTrtfii

jii,i<'''' i'rnTr>'ti.n r

II Mjiiinir
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^ rii^'
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-
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I rode one day with the shearers armed, to kill them or
give them a scaring.

There were ten of us there who had all been lagged and
feared neither man nor devil.

And we rode to murder that tribe of blacks as we'd ride
to a dance or revel

I still remember our wild hurrahs and our bloodhounds

savage baying.

As we galloped abreast in sight of the camp where the
young of the thieves were playing.

We penned them like sheep in rocky gorge - there must
have been fully fifty.
And we shot them and stabbed them as fast as we could,

for the law was lax and shifty.

And our bloodhounds fought in the fierce melee and
assisted to kill and ravage.

East fixing his fangs with a desperate grip in the throat
of a wounded savage.

... and the poem continues, with its terrible tale of carnage.
That was the fate of the aboriginal, victim of the greed of
the landowner

Labor Anecdote

In 1906 John Keith McDougall, Shire Councillor, farmer and
member of the Australian Workers Union was selected as the
Labor candidate for Wannon electorate.

Cash was plentiful in Anti-Labor circles.

Candidates often
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had their expenses paid and weekly allowance as well.

The

Tory candidate for Wannon was wined and dined by wealthy
supporters and driven from place to place by the squatter
fraternity.

J. K. canvassed the electorate on a bicycle.
There were many Irish, particularly around Portland and most

towns had their Hiberian societies. They were the children of
the land clearances of Highland, while many Irish still
remembered the days of the Irish famine.

So. J. K. had an

audience and a following.
On 12 December 1906 he became the first Labor member of the

seat of Wannon. J.K. had become the representative for one of
the most conservative constituencies in the Commonwealth. In
a parliament dominated by talkers such as William Morris

Hughes, Guthrie Spence and King O'Malley, J.K. was silent.

In

first three years in Parliament he did not speak once.

For some of the speakers such as Frank Anstey, he had a high
regard while his contempt for Hughes was limitless.

He held

the seat for seven years losing it after a bitter campaign in
1913.

We ran also as a labour candidate in three more

elections, once starting against William H. Irving in the
electorate of Flinders. The Ballarat Echo of 26 February 1915
commented "By reason of several fights and some victories J.

K. became well-known - but perhaps he won most renown in his
last greatest fight - though in it he suffered defeat!"
Lead-up to the Tar and Feather Incident

Great War had been over for twelve months; elections were

in the offing and it seemed that the Nationalist Party's
popularity was on the wane.

Somehow Hughes would have to

deviate attention from the Nationalist Party to the Labor
Party and divert the attention of the soldiers from the fact

that he was fooling them over gratuity and other promises.
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During the elections the Nationalists resurrected the anti-war
verse, printed deliberately distorted versions of the "White
Man's Burden" - which they distributed throughout the country.
For instance:

"Ye fall on alien places, or foreign wastes ye lie
Stiff limbed with battered faces, turned livid to the sky
was altered to

"Ye fall on alien places; on foreign wastes ye lie
Stiff limbed with putrid faced turned stinking to the sky

In vain McDougall protested.

He explained that the verses had

been written many years before the war and could not possibly
have been alluding to the Anzacs, many of whom he numbered
amongst his closest friends.

The Shameful Deed

The shameful deed occurred on 6 December 1919.

Mrs. McDougall had put the children to bed and was about to
prepare supper when suddenly there was a loud knock at the
front door.

Her husband answered.

There were two men

standing on the verandah.

They said they were in trouble with their car and wanted help.
Margaret kindly asked them in for supper but they declined

saying they wished to get their car mobile first.

J. K.'s

brother Dugald, who had been visiting them for the evening,

went home to get a pinch bar which the men said would be of
use, and J.K. went with them.

McDougall pushed the car some distance when one of the men
gave a whistle and about thirty men appeared, apparently as

cheer leaders.

Some men charged McDougall, tied him up and

doused him with tar and feathers.
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His wife and daughter were the main sufferers; both were
confined to bed with shock.

In the court case that followed,

collusion between the counsel brought the charge into a mild
one of common assault.

His Honour greatly reproved them "I do

not like to send to gaol young men who have done their bit for
their country and the Empire".

Each of the accused was let off with a fine of 5 pounds.

What McDougall preached he also practised.

When he had

employees, they were well paid and well treated.

It could be said of J.K. McDougall that he was a man who all

his life stayed faithful to his beliefs and who gave much to
the Labor movement.

Lecture for the Society for the Study of Labour History (Vic.)
1 987. The Events of 1917: A Victorian Perspective

Oct.

Judith Smart

Seventy years ago, Australians were entering the fourth year of
total war and the second half of that year was perhaps the most

divided and bitter period in the nation's history.

Australia was

not unique. 1917 was the year that war weariness and class

antagonisms reached high points in nearly all of the belligerent
nations.

The most extreme case was, of course, Russia but Arthur

Marwick has emphasised the outbreak of industrial strife in Red
Tynesidel and there were also food riots in West Cumberland as
prices soared during 1917.2 Closer to home, the published
histories of Tasmania and Queensland by Marilyn Lake and Raymond
Evans tell similar stories of division, poor levels of

enlistment, a movement to the left and away from parliamentary

organisation in labour circles, a renewal of sectarianism and
street violence, and a resurgence of strike activity on a scale
not seen since the 1890s.3
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On top of all this came the second

conscription referendum which was, however, in the wake of the
decisive defeat of the unions by October, something of an anti
climax.

By that time, too, the terrible toll of Passchendaele in

which, as Ian Turner noted, the AIF suffered "the staggering
total of 38,000 casualties, about one in three of all Australians

at that time on the Western front" was being counted.

The

oppressive weight of those numbers only made pro and anti

conscriptionists more doggedly determined in arguing their cases,

while subduing the public display of energy and anger that
had marked the first referendum campaign in 1916.

The pinnacle of anger and class conflict had already been reached
in the 'Great Strike' of August-October 1917 which was, as we know,
centred in N.S.W. and precipitated by the introduction of the

infamous 'card system' into the repair and maintenance section of
N.S.W. Railways and Tramways Department.

I don't propose to go

over the intricacies of the dispute here - it has been done at
some length and in some detail already by Dan Coward in the book
entitled Strikes, published by the Australian Association for the
Study of Labour History and edited by John Iremonger, John
Merrett and Graeme Osborne.

It has also been the subject of

analysis by many of the greats in Australian labour history, as
Coward points out - V.G. Childe, Brian Fitzpatrick, Robin Gollan,
Ian Turner and Ken Buckley have all bent their minds to the task.
It is impossible not to agree with all of them about its

significance as a polarising event - one that took on symbolic
import beyond the actual issues involved.

represented

For the unionists it

the beginnings of Taylorism,'speeding up' and the

consequent enslavement and exhaustion of the working classes in
the context of a period of labour defeat, weakness and
distracting wartime anxieties.

THE NATIONALIST POWDER-MONKEY.
CLAUDE MARQUET was a much favoured cartoonist of the movement.

This one depicts Billy Hughes - a master of abuse - firing a
salvo off while profiteers prosper. (drawn about 1916)

It was a veritable attack on

unionism itself. For nationalists and employers, it was mutiny
against the state and an act of treason that challenged the
democratically elected governments of both N.S.W. and the

Commonwealth.

It was an internal revolt designed at least

partially, it was believed, by subversives such as the remnants
of the I.W.W. in order to undermine the war effort.

The rapidity with which the strike spread betokens,

as toward has argued, not only an extremely volatile industrial
situation but also the prevalence of a highly charged emotional
atmosphere in which "explosive,..ostensibly 'irrational' elements
of behaviour" surfaced so that "the decision to stop work [was]
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more in the character of an impetuous reaction to an accumulation
of irritating circumstances than a planned decision either to

redress work-place grievances or to improve wage rates".
Contemporary observers such as the Age leader writers were
puzzled that the N.S.W. repair and maintenance workers had such
small grounds of complaint, ones that involved neither wage

reductions nor attacks on their right to organise:

"They are satisfied with their wages and the general
conditions of their employment.

They have been robbed

of none of their political or civil rights, franchises

or liberties....They have been commanded to do nothing
shameful, unreasonable or unpleasant.

their trouble?

What, then, is

To answer this question is to reveal

an issue of pettiness almost surpassing the bounds of

credibility."6
The Argus also referred to the issue as "trifling".?
Obviously, however, unionists and others in the labour movement
were convinced of the importance of the issue involved in the

card system and their fears were only reinforced by Chief
Commissioner James Eraser's frank admission that be wished he

could "Americanise" the N.S.W. railway workshops.8

As the editor

of Melbourne's Socialist newspaper put it, the "original downing
of tools in Sydney was in protest against...a system of

illegitimate espionage and of speeding up for the purpose of
singling out slow-goers for victimisation".

It showed, he went

on, that unionism was "something with a soul...as much concerned
with working - class brotherhood and manly conditions of

employment as in getting higher wages or shorter hours".9
Lloyd Edmonds,

To be continued.
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