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APRIL 1995

AT OUR MEETING ON

APRIL 30th 1995 AT 2:00 PM

OUR GUEST SPEAKER WILL BE:

PADDY GARRITY

HIS SUBJECT:

"CULTURE AND ART IN

THE TRADE UNIONS

PADDY IS WELL QUALIFIED TO TALK ABOUT THIS SUBJECT HAVING
BEEN A FULL TIME ARTS OFFICER AT SHOP LEVEL AND INVOLVED AT
THE HIGEIEST LEVELS OF THE MOVEMENT.

THE DATE AGAIN...

SUNDAY NEXT, APRIL 30th AT 2:00 PM

AT OUR USUAL MEETING PLACE:

A.W.U. MEETING ROOM
67 DRUMMOND STREET, CARLTON

(GROUND FLOOR)

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WELCOME
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LABOUR DAY (139th ANNIVERSARY)
CELEBRATED IN MELBOURNE

ON MARCH 13th 1995
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JOAN KIRNER PHOTOGRAPHED AFTER
DELIVERING THE ORATION AND SYMBOLICALLY
REMOVING THE RED FLAG FROM THE RESTORED

GRAVE OF BRETTINA SMYTH.

(OUR THANKS TO THE "AUSTRALIAN" NEWSPAPER
ENABLING US TO REPRINT THE PHOTOGRAPH FROM

THE ISSUE DATED 1413/95)
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Brettena Smyth died in 1898. She was buried in an unmarked grave in the Melbourne Genera!
Cemetery. The Historical Graves Committee decided that it well deserved restoration because of her fine
service to the people, and particularly the women, of Victoria.

Stonemason Andrew Patience did a great Job providing a striking memorial of headstone and other
parts of the grave in long lasting bluestone.

The ceremony was opened briefly by Martin Kingham, Secretary of the Construction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy Union (Victoria). He called on Joan Kimer (President of the Victorian Branch,
Australian Labor Party) to perform the dedication.

JACKHUTSON (SECRETARYA.S.S.LH.)

SPEECH BY JOAN KIRNER

I thank you for the honour you have
given me in asking me to perform this
unveiling ceremony on the 139th
anniversary of Eight Hour Day - Labour
Day.

I am honoured for three reasons:

1. I am pleased to be associated with
the one occasion today that points to the
true meaning of Labor Day: the
improvement or working conditions of the
working man (and later) working woman;

2. I am delighted to be honouring
one of the pioneer feminist fighters for
the rights of women - Brettena Smyth
(1845-1898);

3. I am heartened by the decision of
the Labour Historical Graves Committee

to begin to tell the untold story of
Australian Heritage and Labour History.

The untold story of the enormous
contribution made by progressive women
to building a more humane and socially
democratic society. And the important
story of how these women linked with
men whose name are already honoured,
like Dr William Maloney, long time
member for Melbourne who joined with
Brettena in the struggle for women's
rights:

# Women's right to vote;

• Women's right to own property;

# Women's right to decent working
conditions;

• Women's right to make choices

about her own body and
reproduction.

My warm congratulations to the
Labour Historical Graves Committee for

today's event: the first time a woman has
been honoured. And Brettena if you are
looking on, please notice: I am wearing
trousers, the garment which became the
cartoon symbol for women like Brettena
Smyth, Vida Goldstein, Annette Bear
Crawford and Henrietta Dugdale in their
fight for this equity through the vote.

SHE WENT ONE BETTER THAN

THE NEWSPAPERS

Actually Henrietta went one better
than the newspapers - she designed and
made her own trousers - and wore them

in public! But the men of that time were
mistaken in their view They depicted
women as wanting their trousers: when
actually the women wanted an equal share
of power.

WHO WAS BRETTENA SMYTH?

YOU ASK

Well you won't find her story in
Manning-Clark's "History of Australia" or
in the history of the Labour Movement
"Light on the Hill".

But you will find her in recent
histories and articles by feminist
historians who are searching out women's
contributions to Australian history. For
example, a paper by Farley Kellys tells us
that:

Brettena Smyth was bom in 1842
near Kynelon into a world where the ideal

family photo - husband standing proudly,
behind his contented wife and surrounded

by a large well behaved family. The
picture belied the struggle of women to
maintain their health in days of
uncontrolled child-birth and heavy work
at home and outside.

Brettena was under no illusions.

Married at 16 - though the records
say 21 - she had five or six children in a
few years: only two sons lived to
adulthood.

From Kyneton Brettena and family
moved to Melbourne and set up a grocery
and confectionary store in Enrol Street,
North Melbourne.

William Smyth died of T.B. in 1873
leaving Brettena at 30 with young
children, a business and a deep longing to
study medicine.

BRETTENA WAS QUITE A
BUSINESS WOMAN

Unable to study medicine because of
personal pressures during the recession,
she did the next best thing and turned the
business into a drapery and druggist.

Once she established the shop and the
family - she took her personal experience
to the public in her fight for:

• Women's suffrage

• Women's reproductive rights and
knowledge of contraception.
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As a member of the Rationalise

Society she argued strongly for a rational
approach to life: an approach which she
believed would guarantee equality for
men and women.

Newspapers at the time say that
Brettena was an impressive woman on the
platform: nearly six foot tall with an
"impressive disdain for a broomstick
waist" she was clear and vigorous in her
arguments.

Perhaps we should let her speak for
herself.

On birth control - she addressed

large female only audiences at North
Melbourne Town Hall and described

contraceptive techniques.

She particularly recommended a
French Pessary, sold at her shop, as "the
only article of the kind that can be used
without the knowledge of the husband".

She campaigned hard for reduced
gaol sentences for the desperate women
who had to kill their illegitimate children
to live themselves.

In her popular manual "Limitation of
Offspring"- popular with women that is -
she wrote:

"Australian men worry enough
about breeding their sheep and
cattle. Why couldn't they
concern themselves with their

wives reproduction? Every
woman should say so many and
no more and when she will have

them.

Marriage should protect her
freedom, not make her a slave."

Powerful words from a strong women
of the 1880's.

WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE

From 1880 to 1910, for many
feminists, obtaining the vote for women
was the way to get the recognition and
services that women wanted.

And even more than that - to get the

kind of society: the caring and nurturing
society that Australia needed.

So, in order to achieve these aims,

progressive women did what Labour men
were doing: GOT ORGANISED.

■ The Women's Christian

Temperance Union set up the
Victorian Women's Suffrage
League.

■ The Victorian Women's Suffrage
Society - was founded in 1884
(the first women's suffrage
association) in Australia.

■ Brettena Smyth Colleagues -
closer to Labour Politics than the

others founded the Australian

Women's Suffrage Society in
1880.

■ The United Council of Women's

Suffrage was formed in the late
1880's to co-ordinate the fight for
universal suffrage and they were
led by the inspiring Annette Bear
Crawford.

Brettena Smyth continued her
advocacy for contraception and suffrage
with local community activities.

Stephen Barker, at one stage Trades
Hall Council President, said in an

obituary for the North Melbourne Gazette:

"She took part in all our
municipal, political and social
surroundings ... and expressed
herself freely on all matters in
which the welfare of the people
were concerned."

She was "singularly fearless ...
essentially a woman beyond her
time."

She was "a champion of the
woman suffrage movement when
to do so only bought opprobrium
upon the heads of those who had
the temerity to advocate it."

In the 1880's, Brettena campaigned
(unsuccessfully) to put a member of her
Australian Women's Suffrage Society on
the Local School Board of Advice, known

as the Men's committee and men who

supported women's suffrage onto the
North Melbourne Council. With her

council lobbying, she was credited as
giving one of the first "semi-political"
speeches by a woman in public in
Victoria.

And these "semi-political" speeches
got better and better - they lead to many
a battle with the Victorian Premier,

Tommy Bent and with the Victorian
Upper House continually resisted

universal suffrage - the struggle got
tougher and tougher - Brettena and her
suffragist cause received a great support
from the worker's paper the TOCSIN and
from the MP for Melbourne - William

Maloney. It was Dr Maloney who
introduced the first suffrage bill into the
Victorian Parliament - in the 1880's - it

had lapsed. He persisted until the vote
was won - twenty years later.
Unfortunately Brettena was not alive to
celebrate that great day.

It took another 40 years for Victorian

women to enter Parliament. If women

like Brettena had grasped the open
moment of fighting for and winning the
vote and entered Parliament as well -

who knows how much better our society
might be.

I can think of no better way to finish
my oration than with an extract from one
of Brettena Smyth's speeches on women's
suffrage, reported in the gazette in the
mid 1890's, which shows her talent and

her resolve.

"... so it is with me and the

woman's Suffrage Question. lam
going to speak about it, in season
and out of season, until the bill is
passed and the country is reaping
the benefits of this just and
equitable law. The Upper House
may trample upon a lot of men,
but it will find it is not such an
easy matter to deal with a lot of
women ... For the honour and

credit of our colony and the
Legislative Assembly, be it
remembered that for one tyrant
that opposes us in the house of
fossils, there are thousands of
men that are here with us, and

we ask all men that are here

tonight who have thoughtful
women for mothers, wives, sisters
or companions, to continue to
help us to gain our rights and
your rights. For there can be no
true Democracy without women
who are placed on the same
political platform as men.

I now invite you to share in the
honour of unveiling the newly restored
grave of Brettena Smyth "singularly
fearless - a woman beyond her time."

Thank you.
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EYE & EAR HOSPITAL HISTORY UNCOVERED
The restoration work of the

Trades Hall Council building in Vic
toria Street has uncovered a wall

plaque conunemorating the appoint
ment of 24 Life Governors to The Eye
& Ear Hospital, between 1887 and
1910, by the Eight Hour Day Anniv
ersary Committee.

This high Victorian style Grecian
plaque in 23 carat gold leaf lists the
appointees chronologically by name
and occupation: Saddlers, Boilermak
ers, Shipwrights, Plumbers and Gas-
fitters - they are all working men who
have been honoured by the Eight Hour
Day Anniversary Committee. This
committee was established, after the
winning of the Eight Hour Day in
1856, to organise annual Eight Hour
Day Celebration activities.

At that time a Life Governorship
could be purchased for £20 and it entit
led the subscriber to two tickets a year
for immediate treatment at the

hospital. During the nineteenth and
early twentieth century, hospitals for
the poor depended for their income on
subscriptions and donations, apart
from an annual grant-in-aid from the

THOSE

HONOURED

government. Friendly societies and
unions subscribed tor their members

using dues or contributions.
The Rtjyal Victorian Eye 8c Ear

Hospital was founded as an institution
for the poor. A committee of charitable
citizens was formed in 1866 and took

over Andrew Gray's premises in Albert
Street where he had been treating
destitute patients for such diseases as
cataracts and 'sandy blight'. The govern
ment granted land on Eastern Hill in
1878. (Lindsay Gardiner. "The Eye 8c
Ear" The Royal Victorian Eye 8c Ear
Centenary History).

Only patients who were too poor
to pay medical fees were admitted to
the Hospital for treatment and if
patients were very poor, helping with
cleaning duties or other tasks around
the hospital was expected as a contribu
tion from those who were physically
able. Anyone who could afford to pay
was referred elsewhere and if there was
any doubt, the police were asked to
check into the status of the patient.

(Special thanks to Frances O'Neill (Historian, Heritage Assets Office of Building) and
Sarah Brown (Librarian, Trades Hall Council) tor this research information, and Max Burr
fTrades Hall) tor advising the Hospital about the plaque.)

RHAYES SADDLER 1887

C HARRIS SADDLER 1888'

J TUCKER WHARF LABOURER 1895

J ABREEN PLUMBERS 1896

W COLENSO AWU 1897

W McCANSE POSTAL WORKERS 1898

TREES BOILER MAKER 1899

WGOLDEN CARPENTEX 1899

RYOUNG TIMBER WORKERS 1900

W HOPKINS MUSICIANS 1901

SROSS SHIPWRIGHTS 1901

M BARRETT LABOURERS 1902

H VERSI STONE WORKERS 1902

FBARNES THJEIAYERS 1903

CBARRY BOILER MAKERS 1904

ELARGE BOOTMAKERS 1904

F BROWN PAINTERS 1905

W WILSON IRON WORKERS 1905

H FOSTER PLUMBERS 1905

COWEN LABOURERS 190<

P McGRATH BREAD CARTERS 1906

J D'ALTERA CANDLE & SOAP MAKERS 1909

RHUNT LABOURERS 1909

H BUENO PAINTERS WlO'j
GEXELL BEDSTEAD MAKERS 1910

HOW TO CONTACT THE SOCIETY - 1995

PRESIDENT:

Dr PETER LOVE

51 BLANCHE STREET, ST KILDA 3182
(03) 534-2445,

SECRETARY:
JACK HUTSON

3/76A CAMPBELL ROAD, HAWTHORN EAST 3123
(03) 882-4918

treasurer AND MEMBERSHIP OFFICER:
DAVID COUPE
P O BOX 168, MOONEE PONDS 3039

(03) 370-9590

EDITOR:

JOHN ARROWSMITH
2/2 KING WILLIAM STREET, FITZROY 3065

(0.1)419-4481

RESEARCH HELP REQUESTED

I am currently researching a PhD thesis on 'Gender
Politics in the Australian Labour Movement, 1920-
60, focusing on the issue of Equal Pay during the
1940s'. 1 would greatly appreciate hearing from
people actively involved in the Communist Party,
ALP, Unions, equal pay or women's organisations
during the War years, particularly anyone who knew
or worked with Muriel Heagney and/or Communist
union officials.

If you can assist with memories or materials, please
contact: Beverley Symons, 58/117 Macleay Street,
Potts Point, NSW, 201 1, Ph. (02) 357.3451.
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AUSTRAUAN

CABINET

MINISTERS

SECRET

FIQHT

AGAINST

"COMMUNISM"

f FAR

OFF

NAURU

REPRINTED FROM:

THE HUMMER
Publication of the Sydney Branch of the Australian

Society for the Study of Labour History

No. 33

January-March 1992

GUNS FOR NAURU IN THE COLD WAR

L J LOUIS

The Cold Wzu" in Australia in the 1950s was all pervasive,

distorting perceptions of threats to security and provoking extreme
measures that in hindsight seem absurd and might otherviise be
dismissed as comical, except that they were unscrupulous and
initiated at the highest levels. Events at Nauru were a microcosm and
provide insights into the wider processes of the Cold War.

This tiny island, 2,200 nautical miles from Sydney, was a United
Nation's Trusteeship Territory, vdth the Australian Government
exerdsing on behalf of the Joint Administering Authority (Aust, NZ
and UK) full powers of le^slation, administration and jurisdiction.
Its deposits of phosphate were worked by the British Phosphate
Commissioners (BPC) wth a labour force of indentured Chinese
recruited in Hong Kong.

Unrest had been endemic among the Chinese labourers and

there was a history of violent disturbances. A riot in June 1948 had
led to a declaration of a State of Emergency and the arming of
Europeans; fifteen Chinese had been wounded, four fatally. In late
1949 further threats of violence had been firmly suppressed by the
police, administration and BPC. The men lived and worked in poor
conditions and were confined to their Location with no recreational

Gambling was identified as the root cause of the unrest,
and none of the inquiries and reports mentioned political agitation or
subversion.^ But on 25 May 1949, the General Manager of BPC (A.
Harold Gaze) signalled that a change m this assessment was about to
take place when he requested the Department of External Territories
to supply tear gas to the Nauru Administration before the next batch
of recruits from Hong Kong arrived in mid-August, on the grounds,
that, "in view of the march of events m China, the possibility of unrest
among Chinese cannot be ignored". The Department treated it as a
matter of urgency and procured from the Department of the Army 50
respirators and 500 Generators Lachrymatory No 2 MK4 which were
dispatched on the BPC ship Triadic'. The Acting Minister in the
Labor government had given his approval on condition that the
shipment was kept secret.^ With the advent of the Chinese People s
Republic and intensification of the Cold War, opinion of the Chinese
on Nauru was transformed to excite fears of communist subversion
and takeover.



As part of the crusade to destroy communism, the Menzies PAGE 7
government enacted the Communist Party Dissolution BUI in 1950.
The government expected that >^en this took effect,
communist-inspired disruption would occur. To ensure that essential
services were maintained. Prime Minister Menzies established a top

secret planning operation, code-named "Alien". Under the energetic
direction of Brigadier E.W. Woodward (from February 1951, Major

General and Deputy Chief of the General StaB), comprehensive
contingency plans were drawn up, which included use of the armed
forces to mine coal and man wharves and ships.

On 8 November 1950, the Prime Minister informed the Acting

Minister for External Territories about 'Operation Alien' and

requested "urgent action". After prodding by Woodward, the
Secretary of the Department (J.R. Halligan) identified a potential
threat at Nauru from communist-inspired disturbances among

Chinese engaged in phosphate production. He sought advice on how
such an emergency could best be dealt >Mth from the Administrator

(R.S. Richards), who in turn called for a report by the Director of

Police (Major T.H. Cude). The Nauruan Police Force comprised 1

sergeant major, 2 sergeants, 2 corporals, 6 lance corporals and 39
constables.

On 7 January 1951 Cude reported to the Administrator that he
had been keeping a close watch on the Chinese, and they did not
appear to have been affected by communist activities in Asia and the
SW Pacific; but he hastened to add "I have not overlooked the fact

that a good percentage of the Chinese here are communist." He had
plans to enlist "reliable" Europeans as spedal constables to guard the
armoury, BPC powder maganne, powerhouse and wireless station.
With thirty 303 SMLE rifles, six Owen submachine guns and three
Bren guns in the armoury, Cude requested an additional twenty rifles;
and the Administrator advised the Secretary, Department of External
Territories of this emergency requirement. Arrangements were

made vdth the Department of the Army through Brigadier Ir\^ of
the 'Alien' committee, and ̂ th the as^tance of General Manager

Gaze, twenty 303 rifles, bayonets and accessories, in three cases
labelled 'merchandise', were shipped on the BPC's 'Anatina' to the
Administrator of Nauru.^'This was accomplished with some political
excitement, as shipping had been delayed by an overtime ban by
waterside workers who had no inkling of 'Operation Alien', and
thought they were engaged in an ordinary industrial dispute.



PAGE 8 The Director of Police at Nauru had served in the (British)
Indian Army, and had been an "instructor on lachrymatory gas" and
"its uses in unlawful assemblies and riots in Palestine." When making
the request for the additicmal rifles, Cude had also sought generators
lachrymatory (tea gas). The army held no stocks, so Woodward
suggested that Colonel Longfield-Lloyd of the Commonwealth
Investigation Service might be able to secure supplies from the police
in NSW or Victoria. As this and other avenues were unproductive, a
special order was placed with the Defence Research Laboratories

(Maribymong) for the manufacture of 100 grenades. After delays,
this was completed and with the personal help of General Manager
Gaze, the grenades were secretly dispatched to Nauru on the BPC
ship Trienza' on 7 November 1951. Thus the Department of External
Territories was able to report that it had met its obligations to
Operation 'Alien' in regard to Nauru.^

It was fortunate that use of the generators lachrymatory was
not required. With only a three-year life in the tropics, by 1954 much
of the old stock had deteriorated and had to be destroyed. More
worrying was the inability to identify some of the 'Bakelite Gas

Grenades', as they did not match the descriptions prodded by the
army. In a test, Cude exploded six of the grenades which did not emit
a lachrymatory cloud but burst into small fragments. These 'Bakelite'
grenades were probably anti-personnel, not tear gas grenades.^

In 1950 the Joint Planning Committee and Chiefs of Staff

Committee in a report on the "Defence Problem" at Nauru, identified

"a serious internal security threat owing to the preponderance of able-
bodied indentured Chinese labour", and likelihood of sabotage of the
cantilever loading plant. The Department of the Army sent Brigadier
RP. Monaghan to investigate, and he presented a detailed report on

the defence of Nauru in June 1951. He recorded the male adult

population as 110 Europeans, 430 Nauruans, and 1,400 Chinese, and

was of the opinion that not more than half of the Europeans were
suitable for enlistment in a CMF unit. He reported that there was "no
internal security plot" and "no signs of subversive activities." "The
Chinese are completely under control, but are highly inflammable
material for any eloquent subversive agent." His recommendations
included, "One (platoon) should be organised as a carrier platoon.
Apart from the training interest, it would be particularly useful for
internal disturbances." The Department of Defence requested the
Department of the Army to implement the agreed measures for the
defence of Nauru: to raise a rifle company for local guard and patrol
duties; and to install two 3.7 inch guns. The Army repeatedly deferred
action, pleading budgetary priorities.^



This concern about security at

Nauru would have been heightened by the presence of the US Air
Force meteorological station which functioned on the island in the
first half of 1951. Anxious to appear a good ally, the Australian
government in mid 1950 had readily agreed to the establishment of
this station which was to provide information to Joint Task Force 3

and undisclosed operations on Eniwetok Island. Given Nauru's
status, this action by the Australian government was of dubious

A

propriety, but was consistent in its disregard for democratic scruples.

The Chinese workers on Nauru did not become a direct

military threat to the security of Australia, but in the Cold War the
ubiquitous communist menace assumed another giuse. The
Departments of Army and Defence claimed "that a significant
leakage of strategic materials to China is being e}q)loited by Chinese
labourers repatriated to Hong Kong from Nauru." On 29 April 1953

the Department of External Affairs sought action by the Department
of Territories which turned the pressure on the Administrator at
Nauru for a solution. This he accomplished by instituting searches of

the belongings of the labourers prior to embarkation. The "strategic
materials" uncovered were hand tools, screws and the like, and

copper wire and scrap metal which the labourers had pilfered from
the BPC plant and an island littered with wrecks from the Japanese
occupation during World War 11.'

ASIO demanded a role in the fight against communist
subversion on Nauru, but Colonel Spry, Director- General, received

a setback when the BPC on 10 June 1953 provided the political
intelligence, which was confirmed by the Administrator, that all the
Chinese were supporters of the nationalist government on Formosa,
and that there was no evidence of any communist activity.^® While
this did not deter ASIO in its obsession to uncover communist

connections, the BPC in a couple of strokes exorcised the communist
spectre at Nauru. Its new terms of employment from mid 1950
reduced the period of engagement of Chinese labourers from two
years to twelve months and it set out to replace them with Gilbert and
Ellice Islanders.^^ Severe casualties of Cold War paranoia in
Australia were not treated so lighdy.

PAGES
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NOTES

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

Australian Archivts, Dcpt of External Territories CRS A 518/1 item B118/6
Parts 1-4; item EA 118/6.
CRS A 452/1 item 66/2071.

See my article '^'Operation Alien* and the Cold War in Australia**
published in Labour History
Dept of External Territories CRS A 518/2 item HM 16/2/1. Application of
'Operation Alien' to Papua New Guinea involved shipment of2,300.303 rifles
and 200,000 rounds of ammunition, ibid, and items W16/2/2 and BH 836/1.
From its assessment that, "there are no native problems** on Norfolk Island,
the Department did not think that any emergency measures, other than
shij^ng, were required there by 'Operation Alien*. For a wider context of
'Operation Alien*, see Dept of the Army, MP 729/8 item 12/431/237.
Dept of External Territories CRS A 518^ item HM 16/2/1, item W16/2/2.
Ibid.

Thougli a minor episode, this is evidence of the indispensable role of senior
public servants in prosecuting the Cold War to absurd lengths. Without
lachrymatory generators, the Administrator of Nauru pressed the
Department for replacements with the type specified in technical detail by
Cude. Years of Departmental inquiry followed, onty ending with Austr^ia
Houm in London and a private firm, CKil Protection Ltd, and its price list
The Administrator on 3 Mry 1956 then advised the Department that no
further action was required.
Dept of Defence CRS A 5954/1 item 1444/2; A 5799A item 214/1952.
Dept of External Territories CRS A 518/2 item EC 118/6; A 5799A item
58/1950; A 518/1BK118/6 pt 1.
This correspondence does not mention atom bcrnib testing.
Dept of External Affairs CRS A1838T1 item 311/7/2/1; Dept of Territories,
CRS A1838/1 item 311/3/6; Dept of Territories CRS A 518/2 item CF118/7.
ASIO CRS A 6122 XRl 359.

Dept of Territories CRS A 518/2 item J118/6 pt 2.

HELD OVER UNTIL

NEXT ISSUE

imim

"MENZIES AND CHURCHILL
AT WAR - 1941"

(EDITORS NOTE - PLEASE FAX CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR THE NEXT ISSUE - JUNE.

RiX: 03-419-6593)
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Vol. CLXXVII. No. 26,279 ' HOBART: FRIDAY, MARCH 18, 1955 28 PAGES—Price 4d.

AXf. LAIINGHES
ATTACK

ON GROUPS
THE Federal A*L.P. conference in Hobart

last night launched a twin offensive in its
last-ditch battle against the ̂ ebeP groups«

"Now the fight is really on/' breakaway delegates de
clared after the conference had:

Empowered the party's Federal Executive to investigate
the affairs of the New South Wales branch, and

Ordered State branches to withdraw political recognition
from industrial groups.

CONFERENCE IN MELBOURNE 18th-19th NOVEMBER 1996

This is a preliminary announcement only. We are looking for a number of people
interested in promoting the Conference or who wish to present a paper. All will be
consulted as to the scope of the Conference etc.

PLEASE CONTACT - tQHN ARROWSMITH (CO ORDINATOR)

Fax: (03)419-6593 - or by Telephoru (03)419-4481 (evenings or before 8.00 am are best)



ITS HARD TO BELIEVE

PAGE 12 - but ITS TRUE I!
A GROUP

OF AUSTRALIAN

LABOR

POLITICIANS

ONCE VOTED

THEMSELVES

OUT
OF

PARLIAMENT I
Labor Goveraments held office, in Queensland

almost continuously from

1915 to 1957

As in the other States the Government (with a
majority in the Lower House - the Legislative
Assembly) often found itself frustrated by a
conservative majority in the Upper House (the
Legislative Council).

In November 1915 the Government of T. J. Ryan
found itself unable to implement some of its program
because of Upper House rejection the Government
acted. On November 12th Ryan introduced a Bill to
abolish the Council. It was. long standing A.L.P.
policy. The assembly passed the Bill but as would!
be expected the Council rejected it.

GOVERNMENT HOLDS REFERENDUM

Not to be outdone Ryan & Co. announced a
referendum. It was held on May 5th 1917. Electors
were asked if they were in favour of abolishing the
Council.

They said NO by:

179,105 VOTES TO 116,796

Early in 1920 (E. G. Theodore was now Premier)
the Government found itself once more in conflict
with the Council.

Theodore said the Council had consistently
blocked Government business. He named one piece
of legislation and said that the blocking of it by the
council "was evidence of a desire to cripple the
Government by interfering with its financial policy."

Prior to this the position of Governor had become
vacant. The Government appointed William Lennon
M.L.A. to the post of Lieutenant Govemor.

Theodore announced that the Government had

advised Lennon to appoint a sufficient number of
additional members to the Council to "ensure the

passage of the financial bills and other important
Government measures."

i

There was no universal suffrage in relation to'
elections to Council. ^

50 persons put their names forward. The Labor
caucus chose 14 of them. All had some connection

with the Labour Movement. In an extraordinary!
attack the "Brisbane Courier" called them "true

merinos" - today the term is "true believers" - and
linked them with the quite strong opposition to the
1914 - 18 war and conscription that developed in
Queensland.

STHB BBISBaijrB GOUEIBE.

PKBEUABT ID. 1920.

mC COUKCIl SWAHPED.

rcopiFs sAn«iMi mm

FOURTEEN PASTISAH APPOIHT-
MEBXa.

The paper said:

"The anti-war section of the unions ought
to be thoroughly satisfied, because some of the
new legislators were steadfast in the black days
of the war in preaching prace by negotiation."

"The returned soldiers too will be interested

in the list because naturally they will be
anxious to see if their honourable union is

represented in the 'noble fourteen'."

"The soldiers fought and bled, and went out
to die, if need be, for their country and their
country's cause."

"But Caucus was not concerned about that

yesterday."



1

Because of Labors' policy of abolishing
the Council the 14 became known as the
'suicide squad'.
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On February 19th 1920
appointed them to the Council.

Lennon formally
1921 - THE COUNCIL ABOLISHED

In 1921 Labor found itself in a precarious position
in Parliament. After one member defected to the

opposition the Government had to rely on the casting
vote of the speaker to hold onto office.

On October 24th 1921 Theodore introduced a bill

,in the Assembly to amend the Constitution by
abolishing the Council. It was passed, aiid in the
Council the 'suicide squad' went into action.

OCTOBER 27TH 19211

THE DAY THE "SUICIDE SQUAD" WENT

INTO ACTION

4 PEOPLE'S VOTE.

SHOULD BIND PARLIAMENT.

LABOUR lilAX'S VIEW.

"SYDNEY MORNING HERALD"
October 28th 1921

BRISBANE, Tliursdar.
la thu L<?eislative Council durins^ iho sec

ond rcadlnff o£ the bill for the abolition ot
that Chamber, Mr.. O. Page Hanifr, who was [
one of the Labour nominees appointed to tho
Council when tho Chamber was swamped,
made a strong attack on the Government,
whose proposal, ho claimed, was cntlrel>' op
posed to democratic government. Ho held,
that if people voted yes- or no on any ques
tion submitted to them, until they were given
an opportunity to reverse their decision, lu
was a violation of everything they knew or
areamcd of In democracy for any legislature to
attempt to force it through, by direct legis
lation. The Queensland people by referendum
Had voted emphatically against abolition of
the Upper House.

UPPER HOUSE

ARE WE OVER-GOVERNEO ?

Since Queensland has operated without an
Upper House for 74 years - could it be argued
that that State's history differs much from the
other five.®

is It not time to include in the debate about

the wisdom of moving to a republic the future
of State governments.® Or at least the
abolition of Upper Houses.

ABOLITION BILL.

PASSED IN" QUEENSLAND.

URISBAXK. Thursday.
The LegiRlnlivo Council sat lilt 3.30 Ibis

morning dcniihg witR tho Legislative Council's
Abolition Bill. On a division the second
reading was carried by 33 votes to 10. Some
one whistled the "Dead March" dolefully dur
ing tbo counting. The result of ths division
WAS received with applause from tho caucus
ranks.
In committee 'Mr. Fowles moved , to the

effect that the Act should not come into
operation until the provision bad been duly
submitted to and ratifled by referendum ot
the electors of Queenslaad. The amndmect
was negatived by 2T voles to 9.
Ths bill pnejed the commlttee^ and third

leading stages without amendment. The bill
was then returned to the Legislative Assembly,
Mr. Leahy eaying: '"nie day is not far din-
tact, posalbly in a year or two, when the
Council will again rise from Its ashes."

</•
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A small book with an enormous Impact; one oE the most important
ever written about public health in Australia.

Asbestos is one of the world's great killers. Invisible and
silent, it is still to be found in most Australian homes and/or'
workplaces. Much still must be done to control and eliminate it
in our working and domestic environments. George Wragg, an
acknowledged expert on asbestos, former SECV worker and Latrobe
Valley TLC secretary tells:

*how many workers' lives have been sacrificed for expediency and
profit during the greater part of this century.

*how government and private employers alike have operated a vast
cover-up. Encountering evasion by state government health
authorities George contacted the ILO, discovering that asbestos
dangers have been well-known to science for at least 60 years.
A bibliography on asbestos and health fills nine A4 pages!

*how employers today resist compensation claims right to the
court door, then offer an insignificant sum which dying workers
are unable to refuse. No precedent is set, every case has to be
fought. Legal costs far outweigh compensation paid.

*how many hundreds of thousands, perhaps half a million
Australians, blue and white collar workers have been exposed to
this killer. Even some occasional visitors to affected work

sites have died. Symptoms of mesothelioma may take 40 years to
appear and the condition is fatal.

*how to identify asbestos problems in the workplace and home and
rectify them and where to find information about asbestos and
related illness.

***********************

The As t>es"tos BooK OrouiE?

PO Box 33, Hawksburn 3142, 03-510 8379

PLEASE STRIKE OUT WHATEVER BELOW DOES NOT APPLY

I  enclose $10.00 for The Asbestos Time Bomb by George Wragg,
post free. (Publication early 1995)

Name Address

Phone

and/or

I am also prepared to underwrite the project with a repayable
loan of $50 if it should be needed when printing bill is due
in or about March 1995.

Cheques to Asbestos Book Group please.


