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SOME RECENT PUBLICATIONS TO CROSS OUR DESK

Hugh Stretton delivered the fifteenth Sambell Memorial Oration for the Brotherhood of St

Laurence on 12 August 1996. Entitled Poor laws of 1834 and 1996, it has been issued by

the Brotherhood as a pamphlet. It is a splendid example of politically engaged scholeirship

that will interest most ASSLH members. It gives real meaning to that old clich6, 'We study

the past to understand the present and shape the future'.

Stretton expl£dns his title and states his theme with typiced pugnacious clarity:

Both meanings of the title are intended: laws to deal with British and Australian
poor at different dates, emd also laws of poor quality. My theme is that it is not
enough to reproach the relevant governments for their cruelty to poor people. It is at
least as important to expose the incompetence, even in their own terms, of the
economic policies which cause much of toe poverty with which the welfare policies
have to cope.

He then proceeds to a demolish the central articles of faith to which the economic

rationalists adhere with such religious fervour. Along the way he illustrates both their

theoretical errors and the soci£d consequences of their hard-eyed certitude. However, it is

not simply a denunciation of libertarian market economics, it is eiIso an impassioned

statement of the need for governments to insist on social as well as economic objectives in

their policies for toe management of a mixed economy. In the course of the oration, he is

careful to make a distinction between compassion, which drives toe Brotherhood's work,

and practical good sense which, guided by sound theory, might deliver a measure of social

justice to citizens and prosperity to business. In short, it is a powerful argument about the

necessity for government to shape toe market to social purposes.

Towards the end of his lecture, Stretton takes ironic pleasure in quoting Adam Smith who,

unlike his present champions, was a Professor of Moral Philosophy without any training in

Economics.

The rate of profit... is naturally low in rich countries and high in pKXjr countries, and
it is always highest in the countries which aie going fastest to ruin. (The Wealth of
Nations I, x, ii)

There is a list of reading at the back of the peimphlet but, perhaps too modestly, it does not

include the next logical step for seriously interested readers. TRe missing book is Hugh

Stretton and Lionel Orchard, Public Goods, Public Enterprise, Public Choice:

Theoretical Foundations of the Contemporary Attack on Government, London,

Macmillan, 1994. Both the pamphlet emd the book are highly recommended, p>articularty for



those of us who believe that the principal problem facing the labour movement now is not

that it has lost members emd elections, but that It has lost its way.

Jack Hutson has noted another Brotherhood publication. Women Shaping the Future,

Brotherhood of St Laurence, 67 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy 3065. $20 Including postage. 25

pages plus 5 transparencies.

This publication is a product of the Future of Work Project of the Brotherhood to examine

the changes which are re-shaping work in Australia, and the implications of those changes

for the AuslTEdian community. An important area of that is the work of women and this

publication, to quote from it, is 'to empower women to play their part in shaping our shared

future'.

It is designed not for passive reading but to promote active discussion by a group of women

assisted by a facilitator, who does not have to be a teacher or expert but one who can keep

the discussion moving and ensure everyone has the chance to contribute to it. The

publication is in the form of a Discussion Kit which has advice on how to organise a

discussion and provides information on Different Kinds of Work, Defining Work, Unpaid

Work and Paid Work.

The quality of both content and presentation is excellent. It would not only be invEiluable for

women participating in an organised discussion, but also to Emybody else interested in the

subjects.

An interesting aspect of the publication is that financial assistgmce for it was given by the

Victorian Women's Trust, established in 1985 by a gift of $1 million to the women of

Victoria as part of the 150th anniversary of its separation from the Colony of New South

Wales.

MELBOURNE TRADES HALL - OPEN WEEK-END

16 - 17 NOVEMBER

The ASSLH congratulates the Victorian Trades Hall Council for organising the marvellous

open week-end at Trades Hall. On our»estimate, more than two thousEuid people came to

see the building and the splendid renovations which are still under way. Although the VTHC

would wish that the State Government would restore funding for the project, the week-end

was an interesting opportunity to see the renovations in their various stages of progress.

Some areas have been finished in a manner that is utterly faithful to the original historic

decoration. In these, the great pride in the dignity of labour is apparent in the artistic detail



and the quality of craft that went into the work. Some areas are partly finished and there it

is possible to admire not only the original work but also the remarkable skill of the restorers

in, for example, uncovering the honour rolls in the hallway of the southern wing that opens

onto Victoria Street. StiU other areas remain largely untouched, such as the old Council

Chamber which rejoiced in the popular title 'The People's Parliament' and was the site of

many important Trade Union and ALP conferences. The rate of progress has slowed because

of the State Government's withdrawal of funding, but the VTHC welcomes donations and

that was one of the reasons behind the opening of the building to the public.

The highlight for most visitors was the conducted tour which took them through most parts

of the building. Leigh Hubbard and his fellow tour leaders explained the significance

attaching to plaques, honour rolls, design features, particular rooms and special places

around the building. As they went along, the Trades Hall came alive with people £ind events

of local and national importance over more than a century. In taking one of the tours, it was

clear that for Leigh Hubbard the VTHC Secretaryship is more than just a job. It's an

enthusiasm.

Two of our members gave talks during the week-end. Marcella Pierce recounted her

memories of growing up in the Trades Hall where her father was caretaker for many years.

Jack Hutson spoke on the shorter hours movement, a talk he has promised to repeat for

one of our normal meetings next year. The Trade Union Choir gave a number of

performances at different times, as did individual singers like Dennis O'Keeffe. The

considerable musical talent of the various artists was highlighted by the acoustics of the

entrance haU off Victoria Street. It must rank as one of Melbourne's better venues.

It was also pleasing to see that the New International Bookshop Co-op. was operating in the

rooms which they will soon occupy on a permanent basis. They have a large room for thetr

books, a meeting room and a coffee shop. They are due to open for normal business on

Friday 29 November. It might be worth dropping in to pick up a few Christmas presents for

literate friends during December.

Of course, buildings like the Trades Hall have stories to tell and the week-end was the

occasion for many to be told. In addition to the organised tours, talks, music and other

activities, the week-end vv«8 a chemce for many people to renew acqueiintances and share

memories. One particular group who turned up was the 'Trades Hall Girls' Club", a band of

women who at different times had worked in various Trades Hall offices. Had we the

presence of mind, it would have been good to have put a tape recorder in front of them as

they wandered about remembering people, events and friendships. By coincidence, one of



the ASSLH members present at the time the Club arrived in force was the Clerks' Union

organiser for them when they worked there.

The Melbourne Branch had a table in the lift foyer during the two days. It was a measure of

the interest generated by the occasion that we had no difficulty with our roster. There were

often two or three members present at all times. There were numerous inquiries. We signed

up several new members and sold a fair number of our publications, including books,

journals and special issues of Recorder. Some visitors brought along documents,

photographs and memorabilia in the hope that they might be able to get further

information. We were able to help several of them. Perhaps one of the most interesting cases

was a man who brought a collection of seven 8 Hour Day badges from the 1880s and 1890s.

They were not only historically Interesting, they were also marvellous wqrks of craft skUl.

The week-end was a remarkably successful celebration of the labour movement's cultural

heritage. The ASSLH offers hearty congratulations to Leigh Hubbard and his colleagues,

particularly Teresa Grima, on their decision to open the Hall and on their great skiU in

organising it. We would recommend that they consider doing it on an annual basis, perhaps

on Labovu: Day so that more thoughtful people can reflect on the meaning of the public

holiday.

CFMEU 150TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER

On Saturday 16 November the Construction Forestry Mining and Energy Union held a

grand dinner to celebrate 150 years of building workers' organisation in Melbourne. The

dinner was held at the Novotel on Collins Street, the site of the old Australia Hotel where,

150 years ago, workers met to form a Stonemasons' Benefit Society. It was pleasing to see

Frank Gasparini at the dinner. Frank, who has now retired to a farm in Gippsland, was the

last Secretary of the Stonemasons' Society and a member of the Melbourne ASSLH executive

for a while, is a living link with the origins of the present amalgamated union. As ASSLH

members well know, it is often difficult to establish with any accuracy the date and place

where any organisation began. On this occasion, the CFMEU had the good sense to consult

the ASSLH who put them in contact with Michael Quinlan whose data base was a great help

in identifying the date and site. It was one of those nice little exeunples of the ASSLH

network serving the needs of the labour movement.

The evening began with a fine performance from the Victorian Trade Union Choir. After a

short historical introduction from the MC, Bill Kelty made a speech about the Importance of

collectivism as the only way for the movement to defend and advance the interests of

workers in the present age of selfish Individualism. The highlight of the evening for many



was the presentation of life memberships to Ray Collins, Harry Karslake, Norm Wallace and

Alf Zeeno by John Cummins and Martin Kingham, President and Secretary of the Victorian

Division of the union. Each received a magnificent medal testifying to their service to the

union and the movement. All guests at the dinner also received a fine medallion to

commemorate the occasion. The festivities concluded with music and dancing to the strains

of Swish, a 16 piece, all woman Big Band who rounded off what was indeed a swish

occasion for the CFMEU.

MELBOURNE BRANCH MEETING DATES FOR 1997

Members have often asked us to give advance notice of meeting dates so th^ can be entered

into diaries at the beginning of each year. Reach for your pen and diary, and here you go.

Date Type of meeting

23 February 1997

10 March 1997

27 April 1997

29 June 1997

24 August 1997

19 October 1997

30 November 1997

Normal

Labour Day

Normal

Normal

Normal

Normal

Annual General

MELBOURNE BRANCH CONTACTS

If you want to contact the Melbourne Bremch of the ASSLH about membership, the

Recorder, branch activities or simply for historical information please speak or write to:

President

Peter Love

51 Blanche St

StKilda 3182

Ph 03 9534 2445

Secretary

Jack Hutson

3/76A Campbell Rd

Hawthorn East 3213

Ph 03 9882 4918

Treasurer

David Coupe

PO Box 168

Moonee Ponds 3039

Ph 03 9370 9590



AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF LABOUR HISTORY
[Incorporated in the ACT]

MELBOURNE BRANCH

For more than thirty years the Melbourne Braneh of the Australian Society for the Study of
Labour Histoiy (Incorporated) has published its newsletter Recorder, held regular meetings
with guest speakers or seminar discussions and organised events to commemorate importeint
anniversaries. We have published special issues of Recorder and played a part in restoring
the public profile of Labour Day in Victoria. We have restored historic memorials and given
assistance to the Labour Historical Graves Committee. Our members continue to write labour
histoiy, assist researchers, unions Euid other interested people. We have also organised one of
the biennial national Labour History conferences.

If you would like to support our work we would be very pleased to receive your application to
join or renew your membership of the Branch. It only costs $10 per year. It is easiest if
cheques are made payable to ASSLH. Subscriptions can be sent to David Coup6 at PO Box
168, Moonee Ponds 3039.

AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF LABOUR HISTORY
[Incorporated in the ACT]

MELBOURNE BRANCH

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL

I  of
[Name - in block letters please]

[Address for posting of newsletter]

i  Postcode

Telephone numbers (optional) Home Work

I  would like to join/renew my membership of the Australian Society for the Study of Labour
History [Incorporated], Melbourne Branch. 1 enclose $10 in payment of the annual
membership fee, by cheque, payable to ASSLH, and sent to:

David Coupe
PO Box 168

Moonee Ponds 3039



Where do we meet now ??

PLEASE NOTE

NEW

LOCATION

FOR OUR MEETINGS

Plumbers Union Office

54 Victoria St Carlton

(Alongside the Trades Hall)

Enter from Victoria St.
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OFFICE

54 VICTORIA ST.

Our new meeting place is comfortable and easily reached by public
transport.. and car parking is not too difficult on Sundays.
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