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1998 LABOUR DAY

Members of the Melbourne Branch celebrated Labour Day in a sombre mood this year,

having lost one of our foundation members, Lloyd Churchward, who died on 20 February,
and one of our most dedicated members and Bramch Treasurer, David Coupe, who died on

3 March. We offer tributes to both Lloyd and David in this issue. However, despite the loss
of our dear comrades, the two major events on Labour Day were very successful.

Launch of Marcella Pearce's Metboume Tmdes HcM Memories.

At a little after 11.30 well over one hundred people crowded into the Victoria Street foyer of

the Melbourne Trades Hall to join Marcella and her husband Charlie for the launch of her
book of memories of growing up in the Trades Hall.

Between 1930 and 1950 her father was caretaker and the family lived in the residence on

the roof of Trades Hall. In an engagingly readable and generous spirited way, Marcella
recalls the people, famous and humble, the events, profound and trivial, that gave the
Trades HaU a vibrant life in those twenty years. She recounts the pageant of people and

events in a clear, kindly voice but also has sufflcient moral courage not to shirk the difficult
or painful issues.

It is a book that complements the restoration of the Trades Hall. While the fabric of the

building is slowly returning to its former glory, Marcella's book gives it life and a clamour of
historical voices that errrtch the Imagination of all visitors who have been sensible enough
to read it.

Leigh Hubbard, Secretary of the Victorian Trades Hall Council, and Chris Raper, Joint
National President of the Liquor, Hospitality and Miscellaneous Workers' Union, as

sponsors of the project, s{X)ke warmly of Marcella's work. Peter Love, President of the
Melbourne Branch ofthe ASSLH,launched the book and Charlie Pearce spoke with

amusing and loving appreciation of his wife and her project.

The formal proceedings finished with a marvellous performance from the Victorian Trade
Union Choir whose songs echoed down the stairwell from the first floor landing. The guests

then enjoyed the very tasty food kindly provided by the Trades Hall and Literary Institute
while waiting until 2.00 p.m. for the
Labour Day Oration.

The twenty-first annual Labour Day Oration was jointly sponsored by the Melbourne
Branch of the ASSLH, the Labour Historical Graves Committee and the Trades HaU and

Literary Institute. This year the Orator was New South Wales Premier Bob Carr, Australia's
only current Labor head of government. However. It was not simply his official position
which commended him as this yeeirs Labour Day Orator. Bob Carr is a labour historian In

his own right and, as such, was well placed to explore his theme of the historical context of
our present industrial conditions.

He put his wide ranging review of our present industrial and political discontents against

the background of those landmark disputes during the 1890s. Among his many points was
the central Issue that now confronts the labour movement; that we have returned to the

perennial conflict between employers' demands for 'freedom of contract' and workers' rights
to collective bargaining. As an alternative, he suggested the approach undertaken at the
Olympics construction site where mutually acceptable agreements were delivering a major

building project within budget eind on time. He was welcomed by Greg Combert of the ACTU
and thanked by Leigh Hubbard of the VTHC In the presence of his ALP counterpart John
Brumby.

NEW TREASURER
PAUL STRANGIO

Readers may have noticed that our next speaker was billed as 'our new Treasurer'. That Is

because the Executive, needing to appoint a replacement after David Coupe's sad and
sudden loss, exercised its authority to co-opt a new member onto the Committee. It was

also mindful of the need to involve younger members in the running of the Branch. The
EJxecutlve thinks that It has made an excellent choice.

Paul Strangle Is a labour historian and, for his youthful years, an experienced university
teacher who shares our enthusiasm for the history of the movement. He Is deeply Involved

In researching and writing It, having recently completed a full-length biography of Jim
Calms as his PhD thesis. He also has close family connections to the ALP in Victoria. He
will, so to speak, be 'on display' as our speaker at the next general meeting.

THE MARITIME DISPUTE

Some members of the Branch have been spotted on the picket line at the Melbourne
wharves. If you are lending support to the MUA and, by Implication, all Australian

unionists, don't forget to collect copies of any leaflets being handed out, to save
photographs you might have taken and to take your tape recorder to capture speeches and
conversations with your comrades on site. This is an historic dispute. When it is written up.

rank and file voices will need to be heard along with those of the union leaders and their
enemies.

DAVID COUPE
AN OBITUARY BY JACK HUTSON

It is with great sorrow that the Society reports the sudden death of David Coupe in his
home at the age of 69 on 3 March 1998.

A well attended secular memorial was held at the Le Pines Funeral Parlour on 7 March.

Four speakers gave their farewells to David, including the writer who spoke on behedf of the
Society, and the information given here is based on those speeches, with the permission of
the speakers. They revealed the variety of David's activities in recent years.

Melbourne Branch members and Recorder readers will be aware of David's work for the

Australian Society for the Study of Labour History. He was a member of the Executive and
took responsibility for keeping the financial and membership records as well as assisting In
the mailing of Recorder. He was also a regular and constructive contributor to discussion at
Branch general meetings, where Is deep interest and broad knowledge of labour history
enriched the meetings for all other members.

David was also a member of the Council of Retired Union Memlaers Association which held

meetings to discuss significant trade union, social and political matters. He was editor of
their monthly newsletter and assisted the Secretary with some of his work.

Another organisation which David served Avas the First Fleet Fellowship Victoria. He had

researched his lineage back to Captain David Collins In the First Fleet. He was President of
the Fellowship firom 1990 to 1992. He also assisted in keeping the membership records for
the mailing of the Fellowship's bi-monthly journal, worked on their stand in the city on
Australia Day and helped with the planning of three interstate tours run ly the Fellowship.
He had a close personal Interest In the re-enactment at Sorrento by the replica of the

sailing ship Lady Nelson of the first white settlement In Victoria In 1803 tiecause Captain
David Collins was In command.

During his working life, David was a teacher. One of the more interesting periods in his
career was teaching English in China for some years during the leadership of Mao Tse
Tung. He maintained an interest in developments there.

One of David's great social skills was his ability to play the piano and the piano accordion,
with which he enlivened socials and May Day Concerts.

As his work for the various organisations mentioned suggests, David's retirement was a
busy one of public service which wlU be sorely missed. However, those who knew David well
will grieve for the loss of a good and generous friend.

OBITUARY

LLOYD GORDON CHURCHWARD

(19 October 1919 - 20 February 1998)

Thefollowing is the eulogy written by Mary Churchward and read by Matthew Churchward
at Lloyd'sfuneral on 25 February 1998.

Lloyd Gordon Churchward was born 78 years ago, in the small town of Westbury, in
northern Taismania. His father. Spencer Churchward, was the Methodist minister there,
Lloyd's mother. Caroline Gilbert Mather, and his father, both came from old Methodist

families originating in Devon and Cornwall. Whenever Lloyd and Maiy went to England,
they visited the little Devon village of Stoke Gabriel, where generations of Churchwards are

buried in the graveyard of the ancient parish church. They very much enjoyed stajdng at
Gabriel Court, in the manor house overlooking the village, which was formerly the
Churchward home. Lloyd was pleased that Marion was recently able to visit Stoke Gabriel,
the first of his children to do so.

Lloyd's childhood was spent in a number of places in Tasmania and Victoria, where his

father was Methodist minister - first in Westbury and Penguin, then in Avoca (where he
started school), St Arnaud, Brighton and Carnegie, He had two elder brothers. Jack and
Rex, and a much loved younger sister, Dorothy. From his parents he imbibed those solid
Methodist values of honesty, humility, loyalty, and an ordered life of hard work and service
to others, which remained with him even after he lost his faith in God.

Lloyd's secondary education was completed at Melbourne High School and he passed the

final exams with high honours. During his university studies, he lived in Queen's College,
and he returned there as a tutor later on. Throughout his life, he maintained his links with

Queen's, and he was glad that both Alison and Matthew were able to live in Queen's during
their university years.

Lloyd completed a Bachelor of Arts degree, majoring in History, with brilliant results right
through the course. It was at this time that his interest in politics developed, during the

years of the fascist regime in Germany, the Spanish Civil War, and the outbreak of the
Second World War. His opposition to fascism and his desire for social justice stemmed
originally from his Christian ideals. His parents were rather shocked when he not only

became very radical in politics, but also took up smoking, drinking and ballroom dancing!

When the War began, Lloyd wrais rejected for military service, because he was discovered to
have diabetes. In 1940 he researched and wrote his M.A. thesis, and the following year he
did his Dip. Ed. He was then appointed Senior History Master at Knox Grammar School in
Sydney, where he spent three years. His interest in politics led him to join the State Labor
Party of New South Wales, which in 1943 was affiliated with the Communist PEUiy of
Australia. So Lloyd became a Communist, and he remained in the Party until in recent
years it fell into pieces around him and there was no more Communist Party to belong to!
But he never lost his commitment to Marxism, and his hope for a better world where people
could live in peace, free from oppression and exploitation. He aligned himself also with

other progressive causes: opposition to racism, support for the rights of indigenous peoples
and concern for the environment.

Lloyd was appointed to a lectureship in the Department of Political Science at the

University of Melbourne just before the end of the War, and he worked there for 40 years.

Even after he was forced to retire at the beginning of 1981 because of failing eyesight, he
continued to give guest lectures until quite recently. He was fortunate in having a job that
he enjoyed and felt to be worthwhile. He never forgot the Melbourne High School motto,
'Honour the work'! He became quite notorious as one of those 'university reds' in the 1960s,
but his colleagues and students who knew him respected him for his integrity and fairness,

even when they did not share his views. At every stage of his life, he made and kept a great

many good friends. He became a Senior Lecturer, then a Reader in Politics, and in 1981
was granted the higher degree of Doctor of Letters, in recognition of his writings on Soviet
politics and Australian history.

Lloyd and Mary were married in 1958, and so their 40th wedding anniversary will occur in
May this year but, sadly, Lloyd will not be with us to enjoy that special bottle of Mount
Avoca wine put aside for the occasion. As most of you know,four children were bom of this

marriage - Alison, Dorothy, Matthew and Marion. Now the family has grown to include
Peter, Yeihyia and Lyndel, and Alison and Peter have three little girls, Ruth, Mirleun and
Judith. His children and grandchildren have given Lloyd a great deal of joy, and he has
taken pride in their achievements. They have always turned to him for advice and comfort

in times of trouble. Since Dorothy's wedding last year, there have been many other happy
family occasions, and the whole family gathered around Lloyd's bedside as he lay dying.

Seven years ago Mary's mother Mavis came to live with her and Lloyd, and soon after that
Mary retired from school teaching to care for Lloyd and her mother. So the three of them
settled down into a small, quiet household (except when the grandchildren visit!). For
many, many years Lloyd had battled not only diabetes and advancing blindness, but also
other health problems, yet he had shown great courage and fortitude in surmounting these
difficulties to lead an active and useful life. He enjoyed cooking and planning meals (and
never minded washing the dishes!), and he delighted in the regular excursions to
Warrandyte where they would walk beside the river and buy apples at an orchard and
strawberries at a berry farm. Although Lloyd could no longer see, his other senses were

highly developed, so that he could take pleasure in listening to music and to the sounds of
the natural world around him; in savouring food and wine; and in handling his well-made
kitchen utensils, as well as other familiar objects such as his comfortable slippers, his

talking watch, and his radio and cassette player. His excellent memory enabled him
recollect past events and people with great clarity - and he an Mary enjoyed looking back on
their travels in Europe, America, the Pacific and various parts of Australia. Lloyd continued

to take an interest in world affairs, through his radio, and he enjoyed discussing issues
with his family and friends. His weekly visit to Alison, who read historical and political
journals and books to him, meant a lot to Lloyd - they shared many interests, both being
history graduates. Lloyd's passion for history affected the whole family - even Matthew, who

trained as an engineer, now works in the field of history of technology.

Lloyd's death has come as a shock to us, although we knew that his heart might fail at any
time. He himself was quite realistic about his chances of survival, even while he continued

to make plans for the future. We are thankful that he reached the age of 78 years, in spite
of all his health problems, and that until the very end of his life he remained physically
active and mentally alert. He was very deeir to all of us, and we know that many others

outside his immediate family love and respect him too. It is hard for us to imagine life
without him.

MELBOURNE BRANCH CONTACTS

President

Secretary

Treasurer

Peter Love

Jack Hutson

Paul Strangio

51 Blanche St

3/76A Campbell Rd

13 Bridge St

StKilda

Hawthorn East

Ph 9534 2445

3182

Ph9882 4918

3213

Elstemwick
Ph 9528 6369

3185

* ,

Our 'new'meeting place has become our regular one.

ST.

Meetings are held at
I-

the Plumbers Union Office

r*

Vi

Q

54 Victoria St Carlton

(alongside the Trades Hall)
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Enter by the concrete steps rising

from the Victoria St footpath. 51^^
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The meeting room is comfortable and the location in Victoria St is easily

reached by public transport. Car parking is not too difTicult on Sundays.
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