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4'TERRY IRVING RETIRES AS LABOUR HISTORY EDITOR

With the current issue of our national Journal Labour History, Terry Irving will retire as
editor, after several years In the chair since the ASSLH moved Its national headquarters

from Canberra to Sydney. On behalf of the Melbourne Branch, the Executive sent the

following message to Terry on the occasion of a special dinner that was held at the
University ofSydnqr on Friday 4 December 1998.

The Melbourne Branch would like to acknowledge, with sincere thanks, the work that Terry

Irving has done for Labour History, the ASSLH and the writing of labour history.
Throughout his long and, we are glad to note, continuing work in the field, Terry has given
more than most of us to the Society. We recall his Insightful and forward-looking
contributions to the debate on the nature of labour history in the Journal In the late 1960s.

His early work on popular politics in mid-nineteenth century Australia has stood the test of
time extremely well. The landmark work with Bob Connell on Class Structure in Australian
History bears revisitadon in the 1990s as the left struggles to decide what It believes In, and
the Labor Party continues to wonder If It should believe In anything at all. As he retires

from the University of Sydney, leaving behind him the neo-liberal/public choice philistlnes
who have captured the commanding heights of university administration, he will have more
Hmft to take on the role of pubUc intellectual which has been a theme throughout his career

to date. We are looking forward to hearing more from him now that he Is free of the
vexatious politics and burdensome admlnlstrlvla Inflicted on university staff. His present
interest in labour intellectuals and the cultures that sustain them sounds veiy promising

and might well be a platform for a more sustained engagement In the public domain for
himself.

We understand that Teny will continue an active role In the Society and in research. We are

very glad to hear It. We still need the disciplined Intellectual curiosity, scholarly scepticism
and personal courtesy which he brought to the editorial chair of Labour History. There, with

the aid of a strong editorial group and a solid Federal Executive he signlficantty enhanced
the already excellent reputation of the Journal. If those talents are to be exercised in other
roles, so much the better for us! The Melbourne Branch would like to assure Terry that

there Is an appreciative audience for his work outside Sydney, and that we very sincerely
thank him, not Just for his continuing scholarship, but for all the less glamorous work
Involved in editing the Journal and sustaining the Society.

'

BOOK REVIEW

Bradon EUem (ed.)> The Great Labour Movement Split in New South Wales: Inside
Stories, The Sydney Branch at the Auatralian Society for the Study of Labour History,
199S, pp. xvi ft 77,$15(including postage)in paperback.

Reviewed

Paul Stranglo.

On 1 October 1994 the Sydney Branch of the ASSLH and the Library Society of New South

Wales staged a conference to mark the fortieth anniversary of Dr H.V. Evatt"s explosive
statement of5 October 1954 in which he 'outed' the Movement. This volume is a collection

of the papers delivered at that conference. In his preface the editor of the papers. Bradon
EUem, notes that the objective of the conference organisers was to bring together 'speakers
whose stories represented the fuU diversity of the SpUt's polities'. B.A. Ssmtamaria was
invited to the conference but 'poUtely declined on the grounds that he had not missed a
Melbourne[AFL]grand final since 1929'.
The papers are divided Into three sections. The first section, headed 'Struggles in the

Unions', consists of contributions by Laurie Short. Jack McPhillips, Jack Heffeman and
Jim Macken. Short, for many years the leader of the Federated Ironworkers' Association

(FIA). briefly sketches the campaign waged by the Industrial Groups to break the
Communist Party's control of the union during the late 1940s and earfy 1950s. A crucial

part of that struggle was. of course, the legal proceedings initiated by Short and the Groups
to chaUenge the 1949 leadership baUot. The success of that chaUenge paved the way for
Short to depose the communist Ernie Thornton as general secretary of the FIA. McPhiUips
paints a very different picture of the struggle that went on within the FIA. An assistant to
Thornton. McPhillips asserts that the anti-communist forces subjected the union,

particular^ its officials, to an unrelenting'campaign of vilification...marked ty blatant lies
and distortions'. While Short and McPhillips stay, metaphorically speaking, entrenched
behind their respective barricades. Jim Macken approaches things in a more reflective and
conciliatory style. A senior official In the Federated Clerks' Union in the decade after the
Industrial Groups gained control of the union. Macken laments the ideolc^ical direction of
the modem Labor Pgffty. He argues that those who made up the Groups would no more
have supported the economic policies of the contemporary ALP than would have the
communists. Indeed. Macken suggests that, whatever their differences, the communists
and Groupers were at least united by their understanding that it was 'policies that mattered
and not pragmatism'.
The second part of the booklet is headed 'Religion. Ideology and Commitment'.
Edmund Campion. Catholic intellectual and author of various publications, including
Rockchoppers: Growing Up Catholic in Australia (1982). offers a fascinating autobiographical

account of the 'moral dynamics' which inspired him as a young man to join the Movement.
His is also a stoiy of gradual disillusionment with, and eventual rupture, from the
Movement. The other paper in the second section is by Bob Gould, the well known political
activist and Sydney bookseller. It is the longest paper in the collection and is firustratingly
discursive in its focus. Nonetheless. Gould has some interesting things to recount. His

father, Stephen Gould, an Irish-Catholic and World War One veteran, was highly active in
New South Wales labour politics during the interwar years as a supporter of Jack Lang.

Upon leaving school in the early 1950s gmd as a part-time student at Sydney Unlverslly,
Bob Gould followed his father's example. By 1954 he was part of what he describes as the

'turbulent milieu of young Catholics beginning to fight the Movement'. For Gould, that fight
became a valuable training ground for later political campaigns, including the emtl-Vietnam

War struggle. In a similar vein to Macken, Gould believes that the combatants on both
sides of the split were 'the best and most serious elements of working class Australia,

generally self-educated iieople, with a real interest in ideas and with strongly held beliefs'.
The final section ofthe publication, entitled 'Conflict in the ALP', begins with a paper
by the labour movement historian and former minister in the Wran and Unsworth New

South Wales state ALP governments, Rodney Cavalier. Wearing his historian's hat. Cavalier
explores the dynamics of Labor splits. His contentious conclusion is that party schisms,
and the split of the 1950s is no exception, are ultimately driven not by ideological

differences but by organisational considerations - questions of governance and power
sharing within the party. The next paper is by another former Labor parliamentarian,
Arthur Gietzelt. A rather partisan piece, it details Gietzelt's activities within the New South

Wales Labor Party as an organiser for the anti-Grouper forces in the earty and mid 1950s.
Kevin Davis, a one-time parliamentary candidate for the Democratic Labor Party, recalls his

period as the head of the Movement in New South Wedes during the years 1952-54. The role
of the Movement activists was, Davis emphasises,'unglamorous work' which took them

'away from their families' and 'hindered any career prospects they might have had'. In a by
now familiar theme, Davis concedes that the Movement activists viewed their corrununist

opponents with grudging respect'as people who, like themselves, were prepared to undergo
sacrifices and personal deprivation for values they cherished and which they were prepared
to defend - whatever the cost'.

Overall, this is a valuable reference for anyone interested in the Labor split. It is well
worth the modest investment of $15. What is most striking is that of the paper-givers who

were actual players in the split they remain, almost without exception, unshakeable in their
conviction that their cause was Just. There is little evidence of revisionism here! While

inaifing for lively reading, this continuing combatlveness does create certain limitations. In

particular, there is a lack of reflectiveness in many of the pieces: not enough of the
contributors were prepared to stand back and ponder the legacies and lessons of the split.
Another weakness is that some of the papers are too brief. Laurie Short's paper, for

exsunple, barely whets the appetite. The collection might also have benefited from the
Inclusion of a concluding piece which draws together some of the thematic threads which
emerge from the papers. One of those threads centres upon the desire of the contributors
for a return to an era of conviction in labour politics. Their nostalgia leaves the reader with

a paradox. For if. contraiy to Cavalier's view, the split Is construed as an Illustration of the

dangers of ideological inflexibility, those who participated In those momentous events also
warn us of the perils of a politics bereft of principle.

CONFSRBNCB REPORT
ARGUING THE COLD WAR

Friday 20 November 1998
Mdiboume Trades Hail

By Paul Stranglo

On Friday 20 November 1998 the Melbourne Branch of the ASSLH held Its long-anticipated

'Arguing the Cold War Conference' In the New Council Chamber of the Melbourne Trades
Hall. A full report on the proceedings will appear In the next issue of Recorder. However, for
those members who were unable to Join us on the day. they should be left in no doubt that

the conference was a great success.

We had a turn-out of around forty people, including a most interesting selection of some of

those who participated In the struggles under discussion from various points on the Cold
War Ideological compass. Also In attendance were the former Labor politicians. John Cain
and John Button, active scholars from a range of tertiary Institutions, as well as a mix of

other Interested parties. The result was that, while the audience was somewhat dwarfed ly
the cavernous surrounds of the Council Chamber, the venue hummed with much animated

debate and stimulating discussion. The quahty of the papers was very Impressive. As
hoped, our speakers provided a rich diversity of perspectives and, without exception,

engaged their audience. One theme which kept on recurring was the challenge of achieving
a balance between light and dark In any historical £tssessment of the Communist party.
Perhaps inevitably, the role of the eminence grtse of the antl-communlst movement, the late
B. A. Santamarla also came In for plenty of spirited discussion.

Upon completion of official proceedings, many of the participants retired to Paddy's Bar for
'neck oil' and further debate. According to reliable sources, the ex-Movement/CC activist.
Jack Cotter and former Communist/academic Les Louis outlasted all other stayers. Jack

and Les were last seen still busily swapping stories and exchanging views. Without doubt,
no scene better Illustrated the value of the day.

Finally, thanks are due to the organisers on the Branch Executive, the Trades Hall

Conunlttee for making the HaD available and the speakers for the care and attention they
gave to their papers. Marcella Pearce also deserves thanks for the bags of lollies she
prepared and sold In aid of the Trades Hall Restoration Fund.

The matter of whether we should hold these small conferences regularly wlD be discussed

at the Annual General Meeting. Expending on availability of papers, we are looking at the
possibility of publishing the proceedings which were. Incidentally, taped on the day.

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES

On the WaterCront: Union Games and Stniggles from 1890-1998

The Sydney Branch of the ASSLH is presenting the conference on Saturday 20 February
1999 In the Main Common Room at Women's College, University of Sydney. The proposed
main speakers Include Tom Sheridan, Margo Beasley. Richard Morris, Bruce Scates and
others. Enquiries can be directed to Melanle Oppenhelmer on 02 9685 9561 (w) or Greg
Patmore on 02 9351 4264(w).

6th Biennial Labour History Conference
Labour and Community

WoUongong Town Hall, 1-4 October 1999

This Is the next In out regular cycle of national conferences. Details can be had from the
Labour Hlstoiy Conference Convenor, Department of Economics, University of Wollongong.
NSW, 2522.

NEW BOOKS

Meredith Burgmann and Verity Buigmann. Green Bans, Red Union: Environmental activism
and the New South Wales Builders Labourers'Federation, Sydney. University of New South
Wales Press. 1998. Pp. 320, $29.95.

The Burgmann sisters! Verity is a member of the Melbourne Branch] have written a history
of the period In Sydney's labour history where a Communist-led union combined with

white-collar workers, residents and professionals to resist mindless and destructive

'development'. That remarkable alliance preserved the Rocks, Centennial Park, Moore Park,
WooUoomooloo and Victoria Street, Kings Cross, parts of Glebe and other Inner-clty areas.
It Is a book with valuable lessons for Melbourne residents battling a new wave of greeddriven development.

Tom and Audrey McDonald, Intimate Union; Sharing a revolutionary life, Sydney, Pluto
Press, 1998. $24.95,

This autobiography Is the story of Tom and Audrey McDonsdd's life together as partners
and comrades in many of the great struggles of the Australian left. It presents a personal

tour through the political and industrial struggles of a pair of committed socialists.
Hall Greenland, Red Hot: The Life and Times of Nick Origlass, 1908-1996. Sydney,
Wellington Lane Press, 1998. Pp. 324.

This Is a sympathetic biography of a legendary figure In Sydney, especially Balmaln, left
politics. Orlglass was an eccentric and pugnacious Trotskyist worker and local activist who
expected no quarter and took on prisoners.

Andrew Spall, John Dedman: A Most Unexpected Labor Man, Melbourne, Hyland House,
1998. Pp. 219,$29.95.

This Is a very thorough life of the Minister In the Curtln government who Introduced the
famous White Paper Full Employment in Australia and was christened 'Lumbago Jack' for
cutting the tails off shirts as a war-time austerity measure. It Is a lively and Interesting
story of a man who was both remarkably consistent and contradictory.
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Our 'new'meeting place has become our regular one.
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The meeting room Is comfortable and the location in Victoria St is easily
reached by public transport. Car parking is not too difficult on Sundays.
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