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ZELDA D'APRANO HONOURED

On the 19th April 2000 at Macquarie University, Sydney, Zelda D'Aprano was
presented with an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws by the Chancellor, Mr Tim Besely
AO. The citation profiled by the Vice-Chancellor, Emeritus Professor Diane Yerbury AM,
referred to Zelda being born of non-English speaking migrant parents in 1928, a period of
unemployment and poverty. At 14 years of age Zelda entered the paid work force where her

experiences led her into becoming an active trade unionist, representing her work colleagues
in negotiations and disputes, a commitment she carried out during her many years of paid
employment.
Also mentioned in the citation was the incident in October of 1969 when Zelda

chained herself across the doors of the Commonwealth building in Melbourne, in protest at
the disappointing result of the equal pay case. She was to become heavily involved in the
Women's Action Committee and Women's Liberation Movement, a commitment
documented in her autography which was republished in 1995 by Spinifex Press as 'Zelda'.

After addressing the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, members of the University, guests and
graduates, Zelda commenced her speech.

Today I stand before you in recognition of
a lifetime spent campaigning against
injustice and for a greater quality of life

subsequent chain ups would have on my
personal life or future employment.

for all. I was reared by a mother who
believed that people who combined their
efforts had the capacity to right the wrongs
of society and create a more caring and

employee of the left-wing Meat Industry
Union, I was under the illusion that my

sharing way of life. Accepting this
philosophy, I have throughout life,
endeavoured

to

take

a

stand

when

confronted with injustice.
As an active trade unionists 1 had

the misfortune of belonging to ultra
conservative unions which rarely, if ever,

took any action without being stirred into
doing so by the membership. These
unions are part of the problem. My
activities brought me into conflict, not
only with management, but also with
Union leadership. Of the five dental
nurses employed within the Mental
Hygiene Department and being the only
one qualified, the Victorian State
Government, who was my employer for 15

At this particular time, as an

employment was secure but 3 months

following the chain ups, I was sacked
without notice.

Following my involvement in the
trade unions and politics, where I was
always at the lowest level of the structure,
1 became heavily involved in the women's
struggle. During all these activities and
many highs and lows experienced, I was
continually forced to examine and re-

examine the structures of society and my
ideals, in light of the real world around

me. This requires constant analysis and
preparedness to always face the truth

whether it is confronting, confirming or
painful.

The existential courage displayed
by numerous women all over Australia led
to the growth of the Women's Liberation

years, refused to give me permanency in

Movement. And within a short period of

the service and the union did naught.
When chaining myself to the
Commonwealth Building in 1969 in

time thousands of Australian women were

support of equal pay for work of equal
value, I was fully prepared to accept
whatever legal consequences may have
ensured. However, I had no idea of the

repercussions and changes this action, and

inspired into widening their horizons by
seeking greater involvement in society.
To be involved in society brings a sense of
meaningfulness to one's life and many
discussions took place concerning the type
of structure we wanted for the women's
Liberation Movement.
We wanted a
movement where those involved were not

main action-oriented and the issues of pay
justice for women, equal opportunity,

remain recorded in history as those who
made the improvements.
Trade unions were specifically
created by workers to safeguard and
increase their living standards through
collective bargaining, but today's global
economy places greater emphasis on
individualism and private employment
contracts. While this way of life may
produce short term benefits for some
people, it sets all employees in
competition with each other and creates an
atmosphere offear and mistrust. By doing
away with or decreasing penalty rates of

domestic violence, child care and abuse,

pay, the work-load for some people

which are now openly discussed though
not adequately dealt with, can no longer be
swept aside.
Being a woman of the working

increases while great numbers of people,
mainly women, are placed on part time

alienated or ignored and where all talents
were recognised and encouraged.
Through
the
process
of
consciousness raising, the removal of
restrictions controlling women's innate
energy together with the 'pill' enabled us
to seek answers to many of our
unanswered questions. This led to women
having greater expectations from life. We
were instrumental in changing the culture

despite the problems of individual agendas
within the movement.

We were in the

class, I remain identified with those of the
lower socio-economic strata, women who

are exploited because of class as well as
gender. This identification of mine often
creates confusion in others because of my
self-confidence, self worth and my abiding
effort to live life according to my
principles. There is an assumption in our
society that working-class people are not
or cannot be intelligent.
I could, at mid-age have sought a
higher standard of living, but felt this
would have required a great compromise
on my part, one which may have curtailed
my internal flame, my passion and
hindered my freedom to combat injustice.
I feel the greatest asset one can

have in life is a deep sense of caring, to
feel for all humanity and for nature, and to
do what ever is required to improve the
quality of life on our precious planet.
Most young people in our present
patriarchal global economy are feeling
insecure and fearful of the future. They
have grown within a culture of white
superiority where the business of moneymaking, money having and money
spending is paramount and where violence
is promoted as a method of solving
differences.

Activism is rarely acknowledged
as having a legitimate role in our society
and the efforts of people instrumental in
bringing about change are in the main
overlooked, while the politicians, having
been coerced into introducing legislation,

work.

Developing self worth and inner
strength means taking responsibility and
control over our own lives and this can

only be achieved when gaining knowledge
and being prepared to make a stand.
We need to develop a life style
where empowerment comes from within

ourselves and in cooperation with nature.
Where women and men have the space
and time to be responsible for and enjoy
children, for time-out to listen to the birds

and watch the clouds go by and wonder at
the beauty of the trees. This power does
not come from dead money, it stems from
mutuality, not competition. We need to
sing songs with meaning for us and dance

for the joy of living. Technology can, if
used correctly give us the time to fulfil our
lives. Why then do we tolerate the
destruction of our environment and all the

ugliness within our society?
Over the years, I have spent many
long hours writing in an effort to inspire
others into action. When I see the benefits

younger people now enjoy it makes all our
campaigns and efforts worthwhile.
To you young graduates, the
world is now open to you, may you go
forward into life seeking to improve
society while gaining the joy that nature
can bring. Daring to find new ways
forward is daring to live.
In conclusion, I wish to commend

Macquarie University who in this period
of political regression, granted me this
honour, giving validation to activism and

its rightful recognition in history.

TWO MEMENTOS OF THE EUREKA STOCKADE
By Jack Hutson

One memento was the unveiling on 5 December 1999 of a bronze sculpture of what is known
as the Pikeman's Dog, in front of the Eureka Stockade Interpretive Centre in the City of
Ballarat.

The dog was the pet of a young Irishman who was one of those seeking gold on the Ballarat
goldfields. He was nicknamed Pikeman because he had made a wide pike for his part in the
defence of the Eureka Stockade against the expected attack on it by soldiers and policemen.

The attack was expected because Lieutant Govemer, Sir Charles Hotham had sent nearly 400
soldiers to Ballarat to restore law and order there because of the unrest that had developed.

The unrest was created by a decree he had issued requiring any person mining or 'intending to

mine' gold, to purchase a licence to mine, which had to be produced for checking, on the
demand of a special constable.

The diggers at Ballarat strongly resented that, because previously they were free to mine
without one. Moreover the license was expensive, and they were subject to continual

harassment by the special constables who were given half of the fines imposed to encourage
them to be diligent with their inspections. The expected attack on the Stockade was made on
the dawn of 3 December 1854. The Stockade was taken in a brief fight of less than 15
minutes. The official death toll was 30 diggers and 5 soldiers.

Among the dead diggers was the Pikeman. His dog jumped onto the chest of the corpse and
began howling at the loss of his master. When the corpse was put with seven other unclaimed
corpses in a cart the dog jumped in the cart and continued its howling. Such a strong public
devotion ofthe dog to its master gave it a place in the history of the Stockade.

(Two years before the installation of the sculpture the RSPCA awarded the dog its Purple
Cross medal, which is a rare honour and at the installation it was hung around sculpture's
neck.)

Another memento is the Eureka flag. This was produced by the wives of gold diggers at the

request of the Ballarat Reform League which supported the cause of the diggers. The flag
showed the five stars of the Southern Cross in white on a cross of light colour with a bright
blue background.

When the flag was flown a pole behind the Stockade, numbers of diggers knelt before it to
swear an oath 'We swear by the Southern Cross to stand by each other to defend our rights
and liberties'.

Among the soldiers' attack on the Stockade was John King. He cut the flag down from its •
pole and kept it for evidence at the trial of the arrested diggers. Thirteen of them were tried
for treason in March 1855, but the jury acquitted all ofthem.

So John King found himself in possession of the flag because nobody had any interest in it.
Soon after the Stockade fight he left the
and eventually settled on a property near
Minyip in Western Victoria. He kept the flag in a drawer in his house and it has been said his
young children used it in their dress-up games.
After his death his widow, Isabella King in 1895 loaned the flag to the Ballarat Fine Art
Gallery for safe-keeping. However, the gallery did not show much interest in it and kept in a
drawer and small pieces were cut as a souvenir for visiting dignitaries.

But eventually the Gallery came to realise the historical importance of the flag and in 1972
decided that it should be restored and mounted for exhibition.

That began in May 1973 in the Gallery by Mrs Val D'Angri, a teacher of sewing at the
Ballarat Girls School, who did the difficult task on a voluntary basis. She first washed the
now tattered remains ofthe flag in a special solution, stitched it to a firm backing and mended
the tears and threadbare areas.

The restored Eureka flag was mounted on a wall in a wooden cabinet with a glass front and
humidity control. On the 3 December 1973 anniversary Prime Minister Whitlam unveiled it.
In 1979 Mrs Val D'Angri complied with a request to make a full sized replica of the original
flag, which is kept in the Ballarat town Hall.
On the 3 December 1979, anniversary, before a large crowd, a copy of it was flown from a
tail flagpole on Bakery Hill, which was taken to have been the site of the Stockade.
The Fine Arts Gallery eventually had prepared a small room in which the mounted Eureka
flag was to be exhibited. It had low artificial lighting to stop exposure to the destructive ultra
violet rays of daylight. A press commentator said that it made the room look like a shrine. On
the 3 December 1988 anniversary, Prime Minister Hawke declared it open to the public.
On the 25th November 1989, the Hawke Government nominated the nearest Sunday to the
3rd of December to be one of national days that could be celebrated.
On 6 December 1999, it was celebrated in Ballarat by over 300 people taking a lantern-lit
walk at dawn to the site of the Stockade. In mid-morning they met in front of the Eureka flag
in the Fine Arts Gallery and repeated the oath sworn by the diggers before the flag in 1854.

As early as 3 December 1938, Mr J J Holland MLA in his anniversary address at Ballarat

proposed that the Eureka Flag should be made the National flag and 3 December the National
day. Afterwards over the years other individuals advocated that. The feeling was that the
Eureka flag was superior to the existing one because it was a symbol of the importance of
upholding democracy against tyranny.
In 1999 that proposal was brought into the public arena by the debate, prior to the failed
referendum for whether Australia should become a Republic. If it did there was an opinion
that the Eureka flag should be the national one.
To be continued in the next Recorder.

Meeting Place

Meetings of the History Society are held in the meeting room attached to
the New International Bookshop in the Trades Hall
Enter the Trades Hall through the Victoria Street entrance.
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