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THE FOOTSCRAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

This as an active Society with a current membership of some 144.

Quarterly meetings are held with guest speakers to address the members
on a variety of subjects. Newsletters are regularly published and last year
our Secretary began exchanging its issues with our Recorder.

It has the advantage of operating from a two-storey house it owns, called
'Ercildoune'. It is open to an inquiring public from 10.00am to 2.00pm

on Tuesdays and 10.00am to 4.00pm on the first Saturday ofeach month.
The following article appeared in their Newsletter No 125.

The Secretary has provided the following brief history of the Society s
headquarters, with some assistance from Dr Lack.

In 1849 Assistant Surveyor, Lindsay Clarke surveyed the small township
of Footscray on the bank ofthe Maribymong River. Six years later Mr W

Kirkhouse bought from the Crown, the block of land on the comer of
Napier and Hyde Streets, for 46 pounds. This was a time when people
were pouring through the area to the goldfields. With the resulting
increase in settlement the banks moved in. The National Bank of

Australasia opened in rented premises on 1st July, 1872. The bank
bought the land from Kirkhouse for 425 pounds, and erected the present

building as banking offices and manager's residence, which they opened
in 1876. The architects were Terry and Oakden and the builders were

Goss and Hopkins. Edward Hopkins was a local councillor and was

responsible for a number of important buildings in Footscray, including
the bluestone Town Hall, St Monica's Church and the original St John s

Church(now in Pickett Street). The bank building was equipped with gas
pipes and fittings but the tellers, on overcast days, worked by kerosene
lamps. The first bank manager was Mr Learmonth.
In 1918 the National Bank of Australasia amalgamated with the Colonial
Bank and moved their business to that bank's premises in Barkly Street.
The business centre was now in Barkly and Nicholson Streets and Napier
Street was a residential area with the bank building now the manager s
residence.

In 1940 the building was sold to William Casserley for 1,550 pounds and
used as residential flats. It is interesting that a note in the Society s

records states that Casserley then named the building 'Ercildoune" when
that name has close links with 'Learmonth", the first bank manager s

name. Both are Scottish border names which had been brought to the
Western District of Victoria and to New South Wales.

The newly-established City of Footscray Historical Society, with the
assistance of a loan from the National Bank, purchased Ercildoune from
the estate of William Casserley in 1970 for $22,000. The Society had

quickly become aware of the risks to buildings such as this one and &e
remaining hotel buildings along the river. The purchase and safegu^ding
of'Ercildoune' represents one battle won. The story of the financing of
the purchase and the payment of the loan was told in February 2001,
when the Society unveiled a plaque containing the names of the founding
members who have earned our grateful thanks for the building.

The National Trust was very supportive of the young Society when they

purchased the derelict building and in 1970 it was given a National Trust
Listing D. On 26th May, 1981 in the Government Gazette it was listed as
added to the Historic Buildings Register, as No 494.

The restoration of'Ercildoune' began soon after the Society purchased it.
In 1970 the slate roof was stripped and renailed and the spouting and

downpipes were replaced. During the period 1970 — 1980 the interior
was repaired and repainted, using skilled labour and heritage materials
and colour schemes,financed under the R.E. D. scheme, all arranged and

supervised by the late George Seelaf, the then Society Administrator. All
this work was covered by donations of money, materials and labour.
Later in the 1980's the chimneys and roof were restored with the
assistance of a Heritage Victoria grant. The most recent works, the

cleaning and external rendering and the painting of the eaves and
downpipes, were undertaken under the supervision of Alan Willin^am
with the savings we had accumulated, a substantial grant from Heritage
Victoria and a timely donation from Alan Stephens. The outstanding
amount was covered by a loan from Heritage Victoria. The external
woodwork awaits restoration and then we could consider replacing the
fence seen in the early photographs.
This short history has drawn on the records and correspondence of the Society and other
references as follows:

Lewis,M "Leonard Terry'Australian Dictionary ofBiography,Melbourne University Press,
voL 6, pp 257-58,1976

Mitchell, H(Ed.)Footscray's First Fifty Years J Jamieson,the Advertiser, 1908

OBITUARY OF RICHARD CURLEWIS

By Kevin Davis, with thanks to Peter Riley who supplied the details.
Richard Curlewis, who died on
March 16 2002, was well known

In

in left wing activist circles for

Eureka Youth League. They had
two children, David and Megan.

most of his adult life.

Richard was bom in Perth,
Westem Australia on November

1946, he

married

Joan

Reynolds, whom he met in the

He worked as a proof reader at

9, 1917 - coincidentally,just two
days
after
the
Russian

the Argus and when that daily
newspaper closed was fortunate
enough to be taken up by the

Revolution. His father, Harold

Herald and Weekly Times, where

Curlewis, was at the time the

he remained until his retirement.

acting

Naturally, he became active in
the covering union, the Printing

Astronomer

and

Meteorologist
in
Westem
Australia, and Richard spent the
first four years of his life living

(now a part of the AMWU). He

in the Perth Observatory.

was the union collector at The

After leaving school, he moved
to
Kalgoorlie
to
study
metallurgy, and it was here that
his political interests were first

and Kindred Industries Union

Herald, and served on the PKIU
Board of Management for many
years.

He was involved in numerous left

He boarded with

wing organisations and became

people who introduced him to

well known for the many causes

Communism.

that he supported.

awakened.

He

became

dedicated to the concept of
movements in the community

In the 1970's, Richard and Joan
travelled overseas, mainly to

and industry. This was much to

Italy and France, and his beliefs

the constemation of his family.

and knowledge were deepened by
his experiences in these

Richard moved to Melboume in

countries.

workers'

control

in

social

the early 1940's and his life of
activism began. He suffered an
eyesight deficiency, and so was
not able to serve in the armed

When he retired, Richard became
the PKIU's archivist, and
collected and classified the

forces, and he spent the war

union's large library of historical

working in a munitions factory in

documents and material, much of

Footscray.

it dating back as far as the
1850's.

Richard spent his last couple of
years at the Brunswick Nursing
Home in West Brunswick, where

many old friends and comrades

Richard supervised the transfer of
this important collection to the

visited him to reminisce about

Baillieu Library.

the old battles and campaigns.

Richard was a member of the

and did many interviews as part

With the passing of Richard
Curlewis, a chapter in the
working class history of

of the ongoing oral history

Melbourne comes to an end.

Victorian Labour History Group

project.

He was a prominent supporter of

Addendum bv Jack Hutson

the nurses' strike of 1986, and

presented a paper on that dispute
to the Society for the Study of
Labour History. He also strongly
supported the airline pilots in
their dispute in 1989, and

I had a friendly relationship with

conducted

of

One matter was that for some

pilots.

years he served on the Executive

Another project at this time was
the Save the Upheld Line
Campaign.

of our Branch of the Society and
made a valuable contribution to

In his latter days, he compiled

The other matter was that, sadly,

and distributed information on

for a long period prior to his
death, he suffered the calamity of
a developing disability in his

interviews

a

with

number

the

the role of the IMF, the World
Bank and the WTO. A good deal

Richard Curlewis for some years

so am aware of two matters that

help give a full picture of his life.

its work.

of this material was photocopied
at the PKIU and passed around to
anyone who expressed interest.

legs.

Intelligent and learned, Richard

but the disability worsened to

was a lover of literature and

make him housebound and then
move into the nursing home

music, particularly opera.

For a while he was able to get
around with the aid of crutches,

where he died.

Meeting Place

Meetings ofthe Histoiy Society,are held in the meeting room attached to
the New International Bookshop in the Trades Hall
Enter the Trades Hall through the Victoria Street entrance-
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