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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Monday, 1 December, 2003 - at 5 pm
to be held in toe Meeting Room of the New International Bookshop
Trades Hall, Melbourne

(Please note the change in time from that previously advertised)
Business at the Annual General Meeting will include:
■
■
•
■

Reports of activities etc through the year
Discussion of time and place for future meetings
Election of office bearers
General business

^Struggling for Recognition: the individual in Labor History'
a special history conference held in Sydney in November 2003
After completion of the formal business of the A.G.M. Peter Love

and Paul Strangle, who attended and presented papers, will give
reports and comments on the conference.
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Future meetings of the Melbourne Branch of the
Labor History Society
Problems with accommodation and the need for altering meeting times have made
attendance at meetings in 2003 a problem for many Labour History Society
members. And the excellent'NIB' meetings(some sponsored by the Labour History

Society) at the Trades Hall on Wednesday evenings have also added complications.

The question of meetings next year—as well as the normal AGM matters

will be

considered at the Annual General Meeting in December.

Coming ^NIB' meetings
They are held in the meeting room attached to the New International Bookshop, at
the Melbourne Trades Hall (entrance from Victoria St.)
6.00pm for 6.30pm and finish at 8pm.

Wednesday,3 December: AFS Event: 'The Hawke Years'. John Button talks with
former Hawke Government Attorney-General Michael Duffy about The Hawke
Government: A Critical Perspective, co-edited by their former Cabinet colleague
Susan Ryan and AFS NSW Branch Vice-President Troy Bramston.

Wednesday, 10 December: AFS Event; Victorian College of the Arts Director
Andrea Hull discusses 'Making a Difference: Risks and Opportunities in Arts
Education and Training'

Request for contributions to The Recorder
The Recorder is the journal of the Melbourne ('Victorian') branch of the Australian
Society for the Study of Labour History and, naturally, items about Victorian
matters of Labour history are particularly appropriate.'Labour history' covers trade
union and Labor Party events.

Articles for The Recorder do not need to be about earth-shaking events and

accounts of interesting or entertaining events or personalities at any level of
political or trade union activity will be very welcome.

Membership fees
The Melbourne branch 'membership year' Is the calendar year, January to

December. The annual membership subscription remains at $10 for 2004.

JIM CAIRNS- A DISTURBING PASSION FOR GOODNESS

JAMES FORD CAIRNS: POLITICIAN, PEACE ACTIVIST, WRITER
Born: 4-10-1914.

Died: 12-10-2003.

If, as the Gospel tells us, there is a God who rewards goodness with one of
Heaven's 'many mansions', Jim Cairns should be welt housed for eternity. It was
not a future he expected. Despite a firm Methodist upbringing, he was an agnostic
by his early teens, and an atheist for most of his life.

The fact of his funeral having been held in Melbourne's most socially respectable
church, St John's Anglican Church, Toorak, was not a pointer to a death-bed
conversion - the minister who conducted the service was a friend of Cairns and an

active supporter of Cairns's peace campaigns. Nevertheless, I doubt Cairns would
have approved of prayers declaring that he was now with Jesus.

Goodness is a word that comes easily to mind when reflecting on the life of Jim
Cairns. He preached and practised peace, non-violence and communal
cooperation. He lived frugally. He didn't smoke and rarely drank. He loved
humanity, yet found intimate friendship with individuals, particularly males,
difficult. His relationship with women was reserved, with the spectacular
exception of his liaison with Junie Morosi, and his loyal devotion to his wife Gwen
who died two years earlier than Cairns.
Jim Cairns is most passionately remembered for his charismatic and courageous
leadership of the peace movement in the Vietnam war years in the late 1960s. He
is also remembered for his early success as a Cabinet minister in the Whitlam
government in 1972-4, and for his downfall a few months after his appointment as
Treasurer. Almost everyone close to him saw his appointment of Junie Morosi, a
beautiful and intelligent woman, as his office manager as a fatal political error
because she was not just a staffer, she was or was soon to become his lover. He
alone refused to see a problem.

Cairns lived out his own epigrams: "I have never counted heads before I decided
what was right'. 'We will need to stop treating society just as if it were an
economy or a market, and remember that it is a community'.
that are not yet popular*.

'I push for things

On leaving Northcote High School at 17, Cairns first worked as a clerk, and at 21
joined the Victoria Police. He was decorated for bravery in arresting a criminal
after a gunfight. In his spare time he became a brilliant sprinter and broadjumper,
with Empire Games ambitions. Because policing was an occupation exempt from
military service in wartime. Cairns was free to start studying accountancy and
commercial law part time at the University of Melbourne in 1941. With early
academic success, he began to see horizons far outside the police force.

Resigning from the force in 1944, he spent two years in the army.
Continued over page

Cairns became a lecturer in Economic History in 1948; later earning a PhD. He
had joined the Labor Party in 1947, On the advice of legendary Labor
powerbroker, Senator Pat Kennelly, Cairns nominated for the seat of Yarra,
centred on Richmond, which he won at the federal election in December 1955.

Cairns grew up in an extended family, having been reared by his maternal
grandparents, while his mother Lettie worked as a cook at Sunbury Mental
Hospital. One of the great shocks of his life was to discover that his father, far
from being 'missing, believed killed' in World War One, in fact deserted his family.
He never returned to Australia. Another shock was to learn that his mother

contracted syphilis from his father. An erroneous fear of contagion seemed to be
the reason she never kissed or cuddled him.

His craving for his mother's affection prefigured a facet of Cairns that became
clearer in his public life: the powerful influence of strong-minded women on him:
his mother, his wife and Junie Morosi, compared with the relatively minor
influence of men.

Cairns's political leadership qualities were revealed when, during his period as
Acting Prime Minister while Gough Whitlam was overseas. Cyclone Tracy
flattened most of Darwin in the early hours of Christmas morning 1974, killing 65

people. His handling of the aftermath was widely admired. On the other hand, his
flaws — vulnerability to strong women, and an obstinate self-belief that isolated
him from the influence of his colleagues — became visible in the Morosi affair.
In 1977 he left politics to write and to lead the Down to Earth movement. Even
there another flaw emerged — he resisted allowing any formal structures to be set

up, preferring, as his Down To Earth critics pointed out, to use the charisma
derived from his public life as a substitute for a democratic structure. In other
words, they argued, he was a subtle authoritarian.

Cairns's early books Living with Asia, The Eagle and the Lotus, and The Quiet
Revolution - all commercially edited — were well received as valuable contributions
to national debate. His many later books were unedited and privately published.
They were a serial analysis of his fundamental doctrine of sexual liberation as the
key to a non-violent society.

If sanity in any society can be seen as the prevailing form of madness—in
Western society's case, rampant consumerism and individualism—future
generations may yet see Jim Cairns as the bearer of the insanity we needed - ie,

frugality and cooperation, even though in the end they did not prevail in his
lifetime.
PAUL ORMONDE

Paul Ormonde is a Melbourne writer and journaiist His biography ofJim
Cairns A Foolish Passionate Man was published In 1981 by Penguin.

REPORT ON THE EIGHTH NATIONAL
LABOUR HISTORY CONFERENCE
HELD IN BRISBANE

3-5 OCTOBER, 2003

Two members of the Melbourne Branch of the ASSLH, Ron Lambert and
Brian Smiddy, gave reports at the most recent Melbourne branch meeting,
on 15 October 2003

In this article Brian Smiddy gives his Impressions of the Conference.
The theme of the Conference was ^Transforming Labour - Work, Workers,
Struggle and Change*.
This conference was, in my opinion, one of the best Labour History Conferences that I have
attended, both in terms of the quality of the papers presented, the organisation and the
friendliness of the participants.
The opening address was given by Senator George Campbell, Shadow Minister for
Manufacturing. George is the former National Secretary of the Australian Manufacturing
Workers Union, a Labor Senator since 1997 and a member of the ALP National Executive
since 1986.

In his address, which was entitled 'Should History Repeat Itself? The Accord and Labor
Today' the main points that he made were:
1. The 1983 Labor Government had a good Industry policy but it did not go far
enough in creating jobs in sustainable industries within a global economy and cooperative
industrial relations.

2. Early in 1976 the Fraser Liberal Government created a new view on Industrial
Relations initiatives. This was the beginning of industrial confrontation. It should be
remembered that during the Fraser term of Government, wages were decreased both by a
wage freeze and partial wage indexation. In fact it is estimated that the purchasing power ofa
trades person's weekly wage was reduced by $25 between 1975 and 1981.
3. One ofthe main reasons why the trade union movement embraced the Accord was
the then high level of unemployment in 1982. The Unions forsook a wage rise in order that
the social wage be improved.
4.

The 1985 Trade shock and the 10% devaluation of the dollar resulted in a

renegotiated Accord with the emphasis on building up the manufacturing industry, which
meant giving proper training to both the young and the old, and in-depth initiatives on
Research & Development eg. the steel and car plans.
Continued over page

5. While it is easy now to be critical of the Accord, at the time it achieved the return
of Medicare, the introduction of workers' control of superannuation in 1989 and improved
Family Payments.

6. We now realise that since 1996, Howard has had a policy of transferring wealth

back to the strong and powerful at the expense of the weak and the poor, eg. the dismantling
of Medicare, his warlike policies in Foreign Affairs and the massive increases in funding to
wealthy private schools at the expense of public education and the short changing of the
States in the new funding of public hospitals—in the order ofone billion dollars.
7. In conclusion George said that Labor must concentrate on developing
manufacturing industries because it is a great employment lever. Over time we will be able to
start to meet the housing needs ofsome two million people living in poverty and also develop
plans to improve Health, Education, Transport and Foreign Affairs.

After this address Conference participants were able to attend different sessions where Labour
History Graduates and students presented papers on the Conference theme, e.g. Political
Labour, Labour in War and Depression, and Health and Safety. There were eight such
sessions at which three papers were presented and at the conclusion the Presenters were asked
questions.

The sessions that I attended were Labour in War and Depression, Political Economy,

Aboriginal Labour, Mining Struggles, Labour and the Politics of Class, Racism and Labour
Disunity, Early 20th Century Labour,and Labor and Labourism and Mass Protest.
The most appealing sessions were:

1. Frank Cain (ADFA, University of New South Wales) spoke on Australian
Labour and Globalism and Sir Otto Niameyer 1930.

The main point he made was that English moneyed people Were keen and prepared to
lend lots of money but when the Crash came they demanded repayment. The various State

Governments cav^ in to their demand on the visit of Niemeyer to this country,
However, Jack Lang, the then Labor Premier of New South Wales endeavoured to
hold back the tide and was subsequently dismissed from office.
2. AboriginalLabour-State ofQueensland.

In this paper Ros Kidd made the point that wages for Aborigines were first set in law by
legislation in 1901, In 1904 Regulations provided that wages were paid to Protectors, except
for pocket money. At this time there were no minimum rates of pay for whites.
In 1919 a tax was introduced on workers earnings. It should be remembered that

Queensland would not have developed between 1887 and 1970 without Aboriginal Labour.
The underpayment and discrimination against Aborigines continued up to 1972. There is now
a public campaign for the recovery of wages owed to some 4,000 people. The Queensland
Government has offered 55.6 million dollars which equates to 2 - 4,000 dollars each person.
It is estimated that over 500 million dollars is owed to Indigenous people

3. Cheap Meatfor the People. Qld (Ryan/Theodore Government)
Government Butcher Shops. Ross Lawrie told of the butcher shops set up by the Qld
Government between 1915- 1930 in opposition to a monopoly which had set red meat prices
at such a high level that the average person could not afford to buy it. As a result of the

Government action, meat prices dropped by 50 per cent with purchases being made from 18
shops throughout the State.

The operation involved cattle stations and slaughter houses. As 75% of the people
then lived within 5 miles of a railway station the aim was to deliver meat via the railways.
Over 387 people were employed on the project by 1923 and many MPs campaigned to have
shops established in their areas as it was seen to be a good vote winner. While there were
problems along the way it can be said that the service served a real need. The scheme
finished in 1930 on the election ofa Conservative Government

Should such a proposal be considered today when we know that many people cannot

afford the price of meat and when we have over two million living in poverty and over
600,000 in long term unemployment?

4. The History of the Qld ALP has been turbulent over the years. Ross
Reynolds' paper of 1970 Qld state elections was enthralling.
The 1972 result was the best achieved in the period between 1957 and 1989, The

worst year was 1974 when Labor only won 11 seats. It needs to be remembered there was a
gerrymander but the ALP organisation was very lacklustre.

Jack Egerton who was the State President was ineffective in the position. The ALP
office was situated at Breakfast Creek but was not in the best position from a campaign point

of view. While there was partial Federal intervention between 1978 and 1981, matters only
improved slightly. The then Premier of Qld, Joe Bjelke-Petersen, had absolute power and
influence, was backed by big money and he was opposed by a divided opposition.

On the second day of the Conference Verity Bergmann gave a key address entitled
'Workers, Struggle and Change: fmplications for Labour Historiography in the 21st
Century.*

In her address Verity touched on many worker struggles and traced the origins of same
and drew conclusions based on working class analysis. She referred to the development of
community unionism eg. Finance Sector Union members collaborating with neighbourhood
people by putting pressure on banks when they are proposing to close branches. People
working in Information Technology Industry and feeling the need for support eg. in 1999 in
NSW IT workers went on strike in support ofthe development oftheir own union.
The talk promoted much discussion and many questions.

Another highlight was the showing of three documentary videos
The first was entitled 'Redundancies and other Minor Matters* by Trish Nacey.

This film dealt with the MUA dispute.

The second video, developed by Debra Beattie, was entitled 'Manufacturing
Dissent: A Documentaryfilm* It dealt with the premiership of BJelke-Petersen.
The final video was by Pat Laughren 'The Legend of Fred Paterson* (A
documentary film). It portrayed the life of the only communist to be elected to a
Parliament in Australia.

Meeting Place

Meetings ofthe Society are held in the meeting room attached to the New
International Bookshop in the Trades Hall
Enter the Trades Hall through the Victoria St Entrance
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LABOUR HISTORY SOCIETY — MELBOURNE BRANCH CONTACTS

President: Peter Love

Secretary: Brian Smiddy

51 Blanche St. StKilda 3182

7 The Crest, Watsonia 3087

Treasurer: Paul Strangio
13 Bridge St. Elstemwick 3185

Phone 9534 2445

Phone 9435 5145

Phone 9528 6369

MEETING DATES

Annual General Meeting 1 December 2003
Meeting dates for 2004 will decided, as far as possible,
at the 2003 Annual General Meeting.

