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HISTORICAL PLACES IN WESTERN QUEENSLAND
By Brian Smiddy

A visit to Blackall and Barcaldine leaves many enduring memories for Labour Historians.

Blackall was the home ofthe legendary Jackie Howe,the famous shearer who in 1892,in
record time, sheared 721 sheep in 7 hours 40 minutes. It is here that the first shearing
union meeting was held in December, 1887. Howe's umon,the Blackall Shearers Union
amalgamated with the Queensland Shearers Union in 1890.
In 1891 the QSU
amalgamated with the Queensland Labourers Union and other umons to form the
Australian Workers' Union.

Howe was President ofthe Workers Party Organisation in 1909 which endorsed T J Ryan
to stand for election to the Queensland Parliament representing the seat of Barcoo. Ryan

was successfiil, going on to become Queensland Premier in 1915. In 1919 he resigned to
enter Federal politics, going on to become leader of the Federal Labor Party. His
untimely death at the age of 45 in 1921, prevented him fiom standing for the highest
office in the land, that ofPrime Minister.

Jackie Howe died in Blackall in July, 1920 and is buried at the local cemetery.

Barcaldine, 100 kms north of Blackall is the home of the Australian Workers Heritage
Centre. It was opened in 1991 by the then Prime Minister, Bob Hawke,to commemorate

the great Shearers' Strike of 1891. The Centre records the historical struggle of the
shearers against the combined forces of the graziers and police. Also housed in the
complex are many other historical collections fi"om different umons and orgamzations.
Recently the history of Australia's Working Women was added to the collection. For
enthusiastic Labour History people a visit is essential. The different displays are housed
in various buildings set amongst beautiful treed gardens.

Barcaldine is also famous for the Tree of Knowledge, for it was here under this Tree that

the striking shearers held their meetings and decided to pursue their cause through the
ballot box,thus leading to the development ofthe Australian Labor Party.

RADICAL BRISBANE IN MELBOURNE

by Peter Love

Melbourne readers will be familiar with Jeff and Jill Sparrow's two volumes

on Radical Melbourne. They are the first in the series ofbooks from Vulgar
Publications on the radical traditions in Australia's major cities.

The latest,"Radical Brisbane: An Unruly History" by Raymond Evans and
Corale Ferrier was the occasion for three events in Melbourne. The first on

the 10th of August was a debate about whether Melbourne was Australia's
most radical city, with a team from both cities. Jeff and Jill Sparrow, with
Jacob Grech, argued their case with wit and enthusiasm but the banana
benders, Raymond Evans, Humphrey McQueen and Carmel Shute, who

persuaded the audience at the State Library Auditorium that Brisbane was
the more robustly radical city.

The following night, Raymond Evans, Gillian Upton and Jeff Sparrow spoke
at the New International Bookshop about "Written on the Street", the writing
oflocal history, with we common people in the foreground. On Thursday,
12th August, our Branch President, Peter Love, launched the Radical
Brisbane book in the Trades Hall bar. Raymond Evans spoke about
Brisbane's distinctive radical culture and the great amount of work that a

large team of comrades put into the writing and production ofthe book.

It was good to see Merle Thornton there. In 1965 she chained herselfto the
foot-rail in the front bar of the Regatta Hotel, Toowong,to claim the right
for women to drink in what, until then, was exclusively male territory. It is
fair to say that Radical Brisbane has left its mark on Melbourne.
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Henry Alfred (Harry) Jenkins(1925-2004)
By Paul Pickering
Paul is a Senior Fellow at the Humanities Research Centre at the ANU.

He workedfor Harry Jenkins in 1985-6.

Dr Harry Jenkins was a lifelong community activist, a stalwart ofthe Victorian Labor
movement for more than forty years, and an influential contributor to Federal politics for
nearly two decades.

Bom in 1925 Harry Jenkins spent his formative years in the shadow ofthe great

depression. As unemployment escalated and many(including his father, a metal
polisher) were placed on short time, the young Harry learned a lesson that he would carry
with him throughout his life: the vulnerabihty of working people to economic forces
beyond their control. Harry commenced his education at a State school in Eltham before
his prodigious academic talent won him a scholarship to Ivanhoe Grammar. Although he
flourished in this privileged environment he was a 'scholarship boy' and proud ofit.
From the age ofeleven he held a succession ofpart-time jobs in order to bolster the
family budget.

After Ivanhoe Harry went to Melboume University to study science and medicine,
working as tutor and demonstrator in biology and at the North Melboume Railway station
in order to pay the fees that prevented many others fi^om his humble background fi"om
attending. He graduated in 1952 and, after a year ofresidency at the Alfi-ed Hospital,
went into General Practice, first at Thombury and later in Keon Park and Thomastown.

He had a great affinity for the area(he was related, he always claimed, to Mahoney of
Mahoney's Road), but life was not easy for a young medico(and his young wife, Wendy,
who he had married in 1951). In the 1950s Thomastown was characterized by a lack of
infrastnir.tiirR and, during winter, mud. For'Doc' Jenkins(as he came to be known)the
most important item of equipment was not a stethoscope but a stout pair of Gum boots.
He quickly built up a large practice — he often claimed with understandable exaggeration
that he had delivered at least half ofhis firture constituents — but by the early 1960s he

had decided that he could do more good in a political office than in a surgery. He had
joined the ALP in 1955, and in 1961 he won the seat of Reservoir in the Victorian
Parliament. The 1960s were grim years for Victorian Labor and although he rose quickly
in the party's depleted ranks there seemed little chance of winning government.
In 1969 he transferred to Federal Parliament, winning the seat of Scullin that was based
on the area he knew so well. As one ofthe class of'69 he helped to articulate the vision

that swept Labor to power in 1972. His first speech addressed the three issues that he
held most dear: health, education and the environment. For all his intellectual gifts(he
later added a Bachelor of Arts to his degrees in science and medicine) his commitment to

the idea ofxmiversal health care, to equal access to education and to clean air and water
was not ethereal, it was visceral, informed by experience and observation. With a

physician's clinical eye he saw social issues as ailments that could be treated. All that
was needed was sufficient political will. He never resiled fix)m these opinions.

The vagaries of Labor's factional system denied Harry ministerial office, but this setback
led him to down the path where he would make his most important contribution to

Federal politics: as a student ofParliament. As a presiding officer he quickly established
a reputation for an encyclopaedic knowledge of the Standing Orders and a deft feel for
the rhythm of parliamentary debate. Harry was shocked by the dismissal ofthe Whitlam
Government, believing that it called into question the sovereignty of Parliament, and was

fhistrated by the subsequent years spent in Opposition. The loss of office, however, gave
him more time to devote to hds already impressive list of community activities.

Throughout his public life Harry was involved in vast range of community organisations.
He made a difference to them all.

With the election ofthe Hawke Government in 1983, Harry became Speaker ofthe

House of Representatives. A measure of his standing was that he was afforded the rare
honour in Australian political history ofbeing elected xmopposed. He was a scrupulously
fair Speaker- a trait that sometimes meant that he pleased neither side ofthe Houseand he will be remembered for dispensing with the ceremonial wig, allowing open neck
shirts in the House, and for opening up the proceedings to television cameras.

After three years Harry resigned to become Australia's Ambassador to Spain before
returning, two years later, to retirement among the people he had served and with the
family that he cherished. By this time his failing health was seriously affecting his
mobility and quality oflife. In the 1970s he had been diagnosed with Motor Neurone
Disease; his condition declined inexorably but slowly. Despite increasing disability
Harry remained active in community affairs and his successor and others often benefited
fi"om his encouragement and patient advice.

For all his intellectual prowess, authority and charisma,the most memorable
characteristic of Dr Harry Jenkins for me was his lightness oftouch. This became

apparent not long after I went to work for him in 1985. Doc always kept a close eye on
electorate matters and he noted fi-om my regular reports that a particular local interest

group were giving us a hard time. Although it was not a Federal 'issue ,Doc asked me to
invite a delegation to visit his office. The atmosphere was cool to say the least when Doc
came into the room with his halting gait. He carefully surveyed the delegation until he
found what he had been looking for: a former patient. Doc greeted this man like a long
lost fiiend, enquiring after his health and that of his family. It transformed the feeling in
the room. Fifteen minutes later the group trooped out happy with the course of action
that had been agreed.'Stay and have a chat', he suggested to me as they left. I sat there

with my mouth open until the door closed and then blurted out:'How did you do that?
'Ah', he said with a wry grin and a twinkle in his grey-blue eyes,'you have a certain

advantage when someone knows that you remember giving them an injection in the
backside'.

Vale Harry Jenkins.

VALE GEOFF BALLARD

GeoffBollard was a prominent member ofthe Melbourne Branch ofthe Society and
regularly attended our General Meetings

Thefollowing tribute was penned by John Cain,former Victorian Labor Premier.

I first met Geoff Ballard in early 1976. A few months earlier I had been endorsed
as the Labor candidate for the new state seat of Bundoora. It was a marginal seat

following a redistribution, and I had decided that my best campaigmng techmque
was to knock on as many doors as possible and try to get to know the people in the
electorate and what their concerns might be.

We started the campaign in late January, with an election to be held in late March.
We found a little shop in North Heidelberg. On the second day the shop was open,
Geoff came in and wanted to know what he could do to help. We talked for awhile

and I told him what I was going to do in the next eight or nine weeks, and he said,

"Well I'm here to help you, and I'll go out and door knock every day with you".

That's just what he did. Some days I was expected to do other things, but that didn't
deter Geoff going out on his own, or with somebody else. We had an enthusiastic
team of helpers and Geoff was a leader and role model for all who wanted to help.

I think it was during those weeks and in the months that followed, I came to

understand that Geoff was a person who had the basic Labor values in everythmg he
said and did.

He became an active participant in everything we did in the electorate of Bundoora.

In the next few years we had some ferocious federal campaigns as well, and he
showed the same commitment and loyalty to the Labor candidates.

During those years I was a member of Amnesty International, of which Geoff and
his wife Beth were enthusiastic participants. He brought the same enthusiasm in his
work with Amnesty.

Over the last few years, Geoff and Beth were residents at a retirement home just a
few blocks from where I live. I frequently saw Geoff at the nearby shops and we

used to talk about good times and what was going on in contemporary political

circles. In everything he said and did, he never lost his enthusiasm for the cause of
a fair and more egalitarian society.
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