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The next meeting of the Melbouime Branch will be held at
the offices of the Australian Insurance Employees' Union at

105 Queen Street, Melbourne, 5000, on Tuesday 18 October at
7.45 p.m.

The speaker vxill be Mr, Brian McEinlay whose subject will
be 'A Documentary History of the Australian Labovir Movement.',
Prior to the talk members will be asked to approve

proposals on the exact form of next year's Labour Day
Oration so that precise information can be advertised in •
the Moomba Programme and detailed planning commence.
Trade Unions and Schools

As a result of recent public discussion of how little
secondary school students know about unions and how they

operate, the Melbourne Trades Hall Council has taken steps
to have a kit prepared which might be used in schools to
explain the functions which unions serve. The THG has also
asked affiliated unions to forward to it the names of any

of their members who might be able to speak to students on

the subject. If any Recorder readers have any suggestions
about this project they may wish to forward them to the THC
through one of its affiliated rmions.
Milan Labour History Conference

Earlier this year Dr. Alastair Davidson of Monash

University represented the ASSLH at an international Labour
History Conference which was held in, Milan. This vras a
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follow-up to the Mexico Conference which Dr. Eric Fry and
Dr. Peter Cook attended some time ago on behalf of the

Society. Whilst at the conference Dr. Davidson made
contact with people from similar societies in other
countries, the Irish labour History Society being one such

organisation. It is hoped that a report on the Milan
conference will appear in a future issue of Labour History.
Documents on the 1949 Coal Strike

Dr. Phillip Deery, executive member of the Melbourne
Branch has recently prepared a collection of documents
concerning the 1949 Coal Strike which the Society will issue
as an Occasional Publication. Hopefully, it will be

distributed to members along with a forthcoming issue of
Labour History. It is a most interesting collection which
will be a valuable addition to the regrettably thin body
of literature on one of the most spectacular and divisive

strikes in the history of the Australian Labour Movement.
Chartists in Australia

John Knott of 35 White Street, Fairfield, Vic., 3078,
is interested in communicating with anyone who has, or

kiiows of, any papers left by Chartists who emigrated to
Australia in the 1840-50s. In particular, he would like

to hear from anyone who has information on 'Dr.' Peter
McDouall, a leading Chartist whom, it is claimed,
emigrated to Australia in the 1850s.
Good Response to Subscription Appeal

At its last meeting the Executive of the Melbourne

Branch noted with pleasure the success of a recent

subscription reminder which was distributed with the last
issue of Recorder. Up to 20 September the Treasurer had
■received $765, most of which ($513) was for Labour History
subscriptions while $152 was for Recorder renewals. The
Executive would like to thank members for their swift
and generous response.
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Obituaries! The Passing of Two A.L.P. Parliamentarians

Rex Connor

Rex Connor passed away on 22 August 1977. Tbe son of a
waterside worker, he was born in Wollongong. He. showed early
ability by becoming dux of the local high school from where
he went on to become a solicitor through part-time study.

Nearly 40 years ago he began a six year term as a
member of the Hollongong City Council and in 1950 was
elected to the New South Wales Parliament. He resigned in

1963 and. won the Federal Seat of Cunningham which he
retained until his death.

In face of solid opposition he consistently put

forward a policy of more extensive ownership of our national
resources than had hitherto been advocated by any Federal
Minister.

Leslie Haylen

Les Haylen, a member of the House of Representatives
from 1943 to 1963, passed away on 12 September 1977.
He had a varied background and a wide range of interests.
Originally from a rural background he served overseas in
the first world war and later became a journalist.

Paying tribute to him in Parliament on 13 September
Gough Whitlam said:
He was the most effective debunker of humbug and the

greatest deflator of pomposity in the House in his
time. He spared nobody, not least, or even especially .
not. Sir Robert Menzies himself. He was one of the
handful of private members who could fill the House
for a speech. The list of his published plays and
books indicates the range of matters which aroused
his interest, concern and passion - from the Eureka
Stockade to the war in Vietnam. He was one of the

most scintillating raconteurs that any of us had ever
met.
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Leslie Haylen did much to bring about the sane relationship

we now have with the Government and the People of the
Peoples' Republic of China. He visited China Just prior
to liberation in 1949 and again in 1957. On his return
he wrote a book China Joujmey; The Republic Revisited.

He never ceased to advocate the opening up of diplomatic
relations.

Clyde Cameron, paying his tribute in the House recounted

a practical Joke with a lot of politics in it:

One day the honourable member for Mackellar (Mr.

Wentworth) - standing in the very place where he now
sits, incidentally - was making one of his normal
speeches against communism, unity tickets, the
Russians and the Chinese, when Leslie Haylen said
to me:'Quickly, go into the bar and get a couple of
white coats'.

In his white coat he went up and stood alongside
the honourable member for Mackellar. He quietly said
to the honourable gentleman, as he vras talking about
communism:'Excuse me, but the green van is waiting'.
John Arrowsmith

Book Notes

D\3i;ing September three important new books dealing with
Labor politicians were published.

Macmillan have issued the long~awaited biography of
John Curtin by Lloyd Ross. It is a handsomely produced book

comprising some 390 pages of text with 32 pages of notes,
bibliography and index. Not surprisingly a substantial

portion of the book is devoted to Curtin's period from 1941
to 1945 as Prime Minister, during which time his

reputation as a firm and inspiring war-time leader was
made. It is a very sympathetic portrait which, while it

does not avoid some of the more difficult questions about
Curtin's personality, does occasionally tend to Justify

"■M
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rather than explain. In conpiling this work Lloyd Ross has
had access to a very wide range of material and has spoken
to an impressively large list of people who worked with or

knew Curtin well. Perhaps the most illuminating of these
sources have been the private ps,pers and the author's
close contact with the Curtin family vrhich have allowed
some glimpses of the private man which, in Curtin's case,
has proved so elusive to other writers. The first four
chapters dealing with the early years and the making of a
yoting radical will be of particiilar interest for some ,
Victorian readers, a few of whom may be old enough to

:•

remember the conscription campaigns and the V.S.P, This
biography surpasses the earlier works by Alan Chester and
Irene Dowsing and is likely to be the definitive life for
many years to come. It is a pity, however, that Macmillan

found it necessary to recommend a price of $25. Hopefully»
they will see fit to issue a paperback so that many more
people may read this very good biography of a man who has
assmed heroic proportions in labor legend.

Jack Lang, edited by Heather Radi and Peter Spearritt,
and published jointly by Hale Iremonger and the Labour
History Society, is a collection of papers on the political
career of Lang which were originally delivered at a seminar
in Sydney in 1976. The chapters cover Lang and, his times
from his political beginnings as the 'Auburn Plute' when
he made use of his popxilarity as an auctioneer to help him
enter local government,

up to his short and inglorious

period in Federal Parliament as 'The Cold l/ar Warrior'.
There are several excellent chapters in this book which go
a good way towards illuminating the spectacular career of
Labor's charismatic leaders. Radi and Spearritt's editing

is superb. They have arranged a series of chapters which
cover diverse aspects of the career from a wide range of

viewpoints. They have also included cartoons, photographs,
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etc., which genuinely embellish the text, and are not mere
decorative fillers. k± $5.95 recommended retail price
Jack Lang is excellent value for the general reader and
the historian.

Fred Daly's From C\irtin to Eerr (Sun Books,$5.95) is the
political memoir of one of Labor's most engaging and longserving members of Federal Parliament. In this, Daly
remembers great men and events in Australian politics from

the perspective of a parliamentary career spanning 1943 to
1975. While a good part of the book is written in the
lighter style which we have come to expect from this great
parliamentary wit, there are serious sections on such things
as the defeat of the Chifley Government in 1949 and the

split of 1954-55 which give very interesting - if not
always complete - insights into the way individuals and
the party as a whole responded to crises. It is a valuable
addition to the growing body of Australian political memoirs
but above all else it is a rattling good read,
- Peter Love

(Peter Cook, our regular book notes contributor, is ill.)
Valediction to the Labour Movement; H.E.Boote's Last Words

Henry Ernest Boote was a man who devoted his life to the
cause of Labor, His long service to the movement as

journalist and campaigner, which spanned Labor's formative
years in the 1890s to its 'golden age' in the 1940s, was
remarkable for the zeal, stadfastness and conviction with
which he fought for and defended traditional Labor

principles. V/hen he died at the age of 84 his reputation
as 'the grand old man of the Australian labour movement'
was well entrenched and fully earnt,

H.E.Boote was born in Liverpool on 20 May 1868. He was
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educated at a public school before training as a compositor.
He emigrated to Australia soon after the 1891 maritime

strike and became editor of the bi-weekly Bundaberg
Guardian in.1894. Two years later, in association with

Andrew Pisher, he helped found the Labor paper Gympie

■ \'

Truth. In 1902 Boote moved to Brisbane to become editor

:.l

of the Queensland Worker, one of Australian Labor's

>£

pioneer newspapers.

.

:>xl

He assumed the editorship of the A.W.U. paper, the , "
Australian Worker, in 1911, a position he held imtil ;

1943 when he retired due to ill-health; by that time he
was widely regarded as the top-ranking Labor journalist in
Australia. During this forty year period Boote was active

in many areas; besides his keen interest in painting and
his close association with the Hew South Wales Public

Library and the Mitchell Library, he also published
four novels and three volvuaes of verse. However, he is
perhaps best remembered for the leading part that he

rA
;

:

played against conscription during the First World VJar, and
his vigorous campaign for the release of the 'I.W.W.
Twelve'.

Boote's last messages to the Labour Movement, reproduced
below, were consistent in both tone and sentiment with

the radical idee.ls he had upheld throughout his long
career. Both messages were written during the general
coal strike of 1949, which for the Labour Movement was

divisive and which must have been for Boote, distressing.
Exactly when these statements were written is unclear:

the first most likely in mid-J-uly; the second (probably
his last written words) in early August, v^hen there were
indications that striking miners would return to work
with their leaders still in gaol. On the last day of the

coal strike, 14 August 1949, Boote died at his Rose Bay
home in Sydney.

'■

.
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HER AlID WOFiER OE THE COAL FIELDS. BTARD EIRI^I

^

-i-

The policy of coercion has been an utter futility
;■

all through the ages, in all parts of the world. By your'
courage and fortitude you can render it futile today in, .
your own land. Let your imprisoned leaders be an

• 'i-'

inspiration to you, and never be content till the

recognition of your just claims has brought their
liberation,

•

Social justice is the ideal of the Labor Party's policy,
not industrial arbitration, which is only a very dubious
and frequently delusive phaao of the capitalist system
of working class exploitation,
I am too old and too ill to say more, but so much I
must say, for my knowledge and my conscience seem driving
me to write this though as if it were the last thing I
should ever address on earth to the Labour Movement of

^

Australia, which I have loved and served through all the
years of my thinking existence,

_

V/ishing you a complete triumph for your righteous
cause,

'

'
;

. - .xr'

. ^ :• V towT
2.

HEROES all:

Until your imprisoned leaders are released you must ■ I'-tf
not agree to settlement terms of any kind,
: •
■j
All through the numerous struggles of oppressed
humanity, coercion has failed to defeat the demand for

■i -Ai
''

justice and progress. It failed ignominously in Ireland,
where today an Irish Republic proclaims the victory of

--

her persecuted heroes and martyrs of the past. It failed
disastrously in India, where the victims of coercive
governments are now the rulers of the land and the
makers of their own destiny,
Coercion must fail once more - rifiht now and here in
Australia, And IT WILLI

'
■ A:

-
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King, McPhillips, Williams, Grant, Parkinson,
Fitzgibbon, Healy, Roach*
They must all be set at liberty before you ro back to
the mines.

.. .".j.

- Phillip Deery

v.r! -

Syd Eicholls; An Annreciation

The death in Sydney in June of Mr. Syd Eioholls brought
to an end the life of one of Australia's major black - and white artists.

To the general public, Syd Nicholls is known as the
creator of the comic strip 'folk' character Eatty Finn,

who first appeared in the Sydney Sunday News on 16 September
1923.

Initially presented as a Billy Bunterish comedy figure,
complete with straw boater. Fatty Finn evolved over a
fifty year period into a loiockabout schoolboy innocently
living out his days in a never-never urban world, the

geography of which comprised features of the Sydney harbo\irside and the inner city area, with a dash of open space and
Irish policemen.

In 1927 Patty Finn inspired a motion picture, the Kid
Stakes, shot in the Wooloomooloo area.

Born in Davernport, Tasmania, in December 1897, Syd
Eicholls moved to Sydney in the early 1900s and made his
debut as a cartoonist in the radical socialist journal of

the I.W.W. (Industrial Workers of the V/orld), Direct
Action, during the first week of World V\far One.

Remembered by I.V/.W. leader Tom Barker as ' a young
fellow who could get a bright idea', Nicholls drew in 1915

a powerful and unsubtle cartoon which attacked war

profiteering, with specific reference to the recently- ,
announced Commonwealth War loan.

x '■

.

•*

'"i i'f '
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This led in 1916 to the publisher of Direct Action, Tom
Barker, being sentenced to 12 month's imprisonment for
'prejudicing recruiting', the prosecution claiming that
Ficholls' cartoon was 'pitilessly cruel'.

Throughout his life, the work of Syd Richolls appeared

in many working class and socialist publications, notably
the VJorker. Tribune, the Seamens' Journal and Education.
During the Second Vorld War his cartoons were notable
for their aggressive anti-fascism, their uncompromising

support for the national war effort on the home front, and
their morale-boosting attempts to give credit, elsewhere
overlooked, to the role of the industrial worker in the
war effort.

Richolls was a man of many parts. In 1918 he did the
job of drawing the lettering for the Raymond Longford film

of The Sentimental Bloke, subsequently making a living from

lettering in the few years that the Australian silent movie
industry flourished. During the late 1920s Nicholls

created Middy Malone, one of the world's first comic
adventure strips. He took the strip to America during the

depression, but without much success. Returning to Australia,
Nicholls continued on with Patty Finn for the newspapers,
until mergers and editorial changes forced the character
into an 8 page independent comic paper. These comics were

published by Nicholls from the mid-30s through to 1951, when

he joined the staff of the Sydney Herald. In 1946 he
published the Middy Malone comic strip in book form; 80,000
copies were sold in two editions. This \inique venture came
to an end, after another four titles in the series were

published, due to the high cost of colour printing and
competition from the multi-national comic empires.
One of the last major industrial assignments undertaken

by Nicholls was a ten-year stint as editorial cartoonist
for the fortnightly journal of the NS¥ Teachers' Federation,
Education.
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Engaged in the early 1960s by the Pederation, Nicholls
produced cartoons which played a najor role in arousing

teachers' indignation in the difficult years from 1962-72,
and support for the campaigns and struggles for better wages
and conditions against unsympathetic Liberal and Labor State

Governments, and an intransigent Public Service Board, During
the last few years Nicholls painfully continued with his art
in spite of failing eyesight.
On Friday 3 June Syd Nicholls fell 45 metres to his death

from the sunroof of a Kings Cross building, an area of
Sydney which in earlier times had been a mecca for artists

whom Nicholls had known on intimate terms, and whose names
live on - men like George Finey, Unk White, Stan Cross,
Emile Mercier, Syd Nicholls has become part of the intricate
fabric of Australian social history,
- Rowan Cahill

An Introduction to Historical Studies of Australian Capitalism

The following was sent to Recorder by Prof, Taijiro
Ichikawa, one of our Japanese subscribers, as his perspective
on an aspect ofAustralian history,
****-!<•******•}(-***

Hardly any analysis of Australian capitalism as the
economic system in historical perspective can be expected

from the hands of economists, the neo-classical school, for
instance, being preoccupied by a static treatment of the
economy. Their viewpoint is equilibrium, while history is
full of disequilibrium. What economists co\fLd produce is
a quantified history.

However, on the other hand, Australian histiography had
been for a long time a sort of c-ulture for colonial

gentlemen to educate themselves after the British way of
life, until the ice was broken by Ernest Scott in the 1920s
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when Australia entered a phase of 'new capitp^lism'. In his

lineage there appeared W.K.Hancock whose Australia (1930)
laid the corner-stone of the first landmark, so to speak,

in the history of Australian history. Traditional European

ways of writing a national history cane to this covintry
then and is still obvious in the recently published

Crowley(ed.), A Hew History of Australia(1973), the national
maturity being the r\ile to measure the progress of history.
In this connection, the gold rush in the 1850s and Federation
in the year 1901 are taken as two dividing ranges in this
course by many historians. From a Marxist viewpoint, Brian
Fitzpatrick's two-volume work is a great contribution; the
second landmark. He traces the nation's steps with constant

reference to British imperialism, independence from which
rims like a red thread. H.V.Evatt, Labor leader and jurist,
advanced the ca.use of Australian independence and democracy

and may be considered in a similar grouping to Fitzpatrick.
Scott and Hancock, for instance take a very different view
of Eureka from that taken by Fitzpatrick and Evatt.
More recently, Fitzpatrick's populism and nationalism
has come under increasing criticism from Australian new
left critics. But the historian who wishes to be objective
and faithful to the 'cold facts' may be misimderstood if
he uses militant socia.list terminology in the current
context. It might be said that the third landmark is

yet to come into sight.
- Taijiro Ichikawa

Peter Love
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